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^ The Toice said, cry. Aad he said. What shall I cry ? 

All flesh is grass, aad all tlie goodliness thereof is as the 

flower of the field. The grass withereth ; the flower fadeth, 

because the Spirit of the Lord blowetii upon it : but the. 

vord of our God shall stand for ever." 

Isaiah xl. 6 — 0. 



With peaceful mind, thy path of duty run; 
God nothing does, nor suffers to be done. 
But what thou would'st thyself, coul4*st thon but see 
Throogh all events of things as well as he. 
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T RIB V T E 

OP 

PARENTAL AFFECTION, 



iSevbral motives induce me to draw up a 
short memoir of my deceased daughter. The 
first is, an unwillingness that her much-loved 
image, now fresh and vivid on my mind 
should fade away. We are tol4> as a solace 
of our grief, that time will remove the sorrow-? 
ful impressions which her death has oqca^ 
sioned ; and that other events and things will 
take place of those, which now almost ei^clur 
sively occupy our heart and affections, This, 
I dare say, will be the case ; and it is right 
that it should ; otherwise the business of life 
would stand still ; and the strength and spit 
rits, which should be employed in discharging 
the duties of life^ would be exhausted ii| 
mournful recollections and unavailing regrets. 
But there is an evil on the other han4* Tl^fi 
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affliction 18 calculated and ittitoded t& d^ 
good : and the benefit of it may be lost by a 
premature forge tfulness. Bereavements like 
these soften the hearty and fit us for sympa* 
thy : they unmask a vain worlds and stamp 
an infinite value on religion : they set us on 
the pursuit of substantial good, and quicken 
our zeal : they detach us from the creature, 
. endear the Saviour, sweeten the promises , 
and animate our graces ; and by placing us 
on the verge of both worlds, exhibit tlie 
transcendent importance of that which is to 
come, and stimulate us to a daily preparation 
for its society and enjoyments. Some of our 
best lessons therefore are taught us in thi» 
school ; and it is wise rather to seek proti* 
ciency in it, than to be in haste to get out of it. 
Now, in this case, it fortunately happens, 
&at our wishes coincide with our interest. 
We have no desire to dry up our tears. The 
tendency is to the opposite extreme. The 
mibd lingers on the beloved object which 
occasions the sorrow, and refuses to be torn 
from it. There seems to be a sort of cruelty 
in the very thought of forgetting it, and Uie 
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* wbole tid^ of feeling propels us in one direqr 
tioQ. There is danger, it is true» lest th$ 
imind shonld be so absorbed in the bereayer 
meat as to see nothing in th^e hand which 
oocasioned it, but unkiadness, and to refuse 
the instruction which it was intended to imr 
paft : but a Christian will be on his guard 
against this. He will resolve what he canr 
not understand into the inscrutable counsels 
of Him» who is as benignant in his purpoi^eft, 
«s he is wise in the means by which he 
•effects diem ; and he will never rest till he is 
fpersuaded that, though ^ clouds and darkness 
ere round about him, yet righteousness and 
Judgment are the habitation of His throne^** 
j^d I desire here to record my full and 
'entire acquiescence in this afflictive dispell 
sation of Divine Providence. The trial wa* 
indeed as unexpected as it is great It hafi 
wounded us in the most vital part, and at a 
stroke faias' cut the principal cord which 
bound us down to earth ; neither my dear 
wife iior myself, at present, see how the lost 
is to be repaired, nor the sad vacancy to be 
supplied.; and in tfae^lntteniess of our grief 

b2 
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'^^ are sbmetimes inclined to &ay, '* We wilt 
(H^o down to the grave to our daughter mourn- 
ing," as the afflicted Patriarch said on the 
supposed death of his beloved Joseph : but 
this is only in the agony of our minds, and 
llie paroxysm of sorrow ; our general feeling 
is, I trust, of a different nature. We dkre 
not complain ; nor have we been suffered to 
" charge God foolishly." " All, we feel 
persuaded, is well," tho' we do not at present 
see the event in its full and important bear- 
ings ; and we say, I hope from the heart, 
^' The Lord hath given, apd the Lord hath 
taken away, and blessed be the name of the 
Lord." 

Another of the causes which have indu- 
ced me to offer this " Tribute of Affection to 
• the memory of a beloved daughter " is, die 
natural desire we all have to perpetuate the 
memory of those who are dear to us. It jts 
to this feeling that we must chiefly ascribe 
what antiquity has handed down to us that is 
excellent in poetry, in statuary, and in paint- 
ings Hence have arisen the marble tablets, 
• and sumptuoQi monuments of modem -tiihes ; 



and: so stfottg and uniyersal is this natural 

impulse, that even the poor will abridge 

themselves of tlie necessaries of life to iraise u 

frail memorial, and to inscribe it with the 

name, and to adorn it with an eulogy of 

those who were dear to them : each, in his own 

way, and according to the best of his ability, 

is desirous of raising a monument to rescue 

from oblivion the memory of those whom he 

loved and esteemed. Let me not then be 

thought singular, if I devote a portion of the 

, talent which God has given me, in recording 

the excellent qualities of an only daughter. 

. If I possess at all the ability to write her 

memorial, it wodld seem a want of feeling to 

refuse the slender boon : and tho', had the 

, intimation of such an intention been given 

^ her at any period of her life, she would have 

. been most reluctant to accept the offer, and 

. would have expressed her surprise that it 

. .could enter the mind of her father to speak of 

, qualities in her, which she never supposed t» 

.. exist ; yet this is no reason why the memo- 

' . rial of them should be withheld ; it rath^ 

furnishes one of the strongest motives for r^ 
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oording them; for if so many excellencies 
were actually possessed by an individual » 
who wad unconscious of possessing any of 
them, we hare the most satisfactory evi- 
dence of her deep humility ; and in this, as 
in all other cases, it is found that " before 
honour is humility,^ and that *^ he that hum- 
l^leth himself shall be exalted." 

Beside these motives for my undertaking, 
I may add, that so deeply has my heart been 
affected by this dispensation of Providence^ 
that I have been hitherto unable to turn my 
thoughts into any other channel. Be where 
I may, or occupied in whatever business^ the 
thought that — ^my daughter is gone ! frequently 
rashes on my mind with such an overwhelm > 
ing violence, as to carry me entirely away ; 
and it is only when I can contemplate the 
event in its different bearings, and trace it to 
the unerring direction of infinite wisdom and 
goodness, that I am able to obtain any re* 
pose. The subject then being ever upper- 
most in my mind, and being continually 
▼iewed in the light of God's word, and \xl 
reference to the future world, it is not snr- 
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prising that I hare been bronf^ to thnfk-t&at 
.o«e lem^k. eng«fted on my review rfl« 
Jife» Aild.the circumstances of her death, muf 
be useful, to others ; and as I happen now to 
have somewhat more leisure £6r such an un- 
dertaking than I haye usually enjoyed, I 
humbly hope that I may indulge my inclina- 
tioSy and employ my. time with some profit 
to others ; and I haye had an espedal eye in 
diie narration to her suryiying brothers, to 
her affectionate friends, and to par^tsand 
children in generaL 

I am greatly desirous that her beloyed 
brothers should always haye within reach, 
one of the strongest and purest incentiyes 0f 
their affections ; and the benefit of an exam- 
ple, which cannot fail to interest them, fr6m 
their lo^e of the original. Oflen haye their 
parents enjoyed an intense {Measure in db- 
serying the harmony and blending of heart 
and interest of their children. It promised a 
haryest of the choicest blessings : it seined 
, to secure each from any substantial deyiation 
from the paths of piety, seeing that none of 
them could do so, without rending the hearts 



8 

«of odierSy i9ho wen equally dear with them- 
A nster can, in no circumstances, be 
iject'Of indifference; but an mfy siater, 
•imd «ne of the age, the attainments, the moral 
andehmtian qualities^ and the sweetness of 
^poMon of my belored daughter; must 
necesaarily exercise over the minds ef her 
"younger broAers a powerful and*assimilating 
ii^uence. The cord however which united 
them is now cut asunder. They cease to 
.walk together as the children of the same 
happy family. The centre which,^ perhaps, 
mpst powerfully attracted them to home is 
removed ; the bosom, to which they confided 
their hopes and desires no longer responds to 
Aeir joys or their fears ; the yoice whilch so 
often cheered them in their little dificfulties b 
silent in death, and the eye ^Hiich glistened 
with delight when their jMrospects brightened 
is closed for ever. Their loss is indeed gfeat ; 
iud it is my wish to diminish it as Ikr as 1 
can, by supplying them with a faithful lik^-' 
ness of one, whom they so tendeily loved, 
And justly admired. 



But my beloved daughter had «, choice 
selection of friends, with, whom she kept up 
an affectionate intercour9e by visits or by 
letter. These loved and nd.mircd her while 
living; aad sorrowed, with..no slight emotions, 
at her deatik* for these .ai^iable characters, 
\ I feel d^e most affectionate regard ; and I 
.trust they will consider it as a proof of my 
esteem, diat I have had them in view in nar- 
rating the affecting circumstances of the last 
four or five days of my dear Hannah's life. 
I am fully aware that the recital will greatljr 
affect their susceptible minds : and some may 
think that a veil should have been drawn 
over the most agonizing part of the scene. 
I cannot, however, persuade myself to do 
this ; for tho' it would have been more coa- 
sonant witli a parent's wishes to have wit- 
nessed nothing but peace in her last hours, 
and triumph in the mortal conflict, and to 
have seen her ** return and come to Zion 
•with songs,, and everlasting joy ;" yet as I 

could not choose the circumstances of her 

• 

death, I feel it a duty to record what actually 
took place, and to submit the facts of the 
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(^ase to serioiu reflactioii : nor am I sure that 
the case of the humble believer, clinging to 
the cross of Christ as her last and only refuge, 
attended with much fear lest she should be 
rejected, is not as instructive, as that of the 
Christian entering into the harbour in full 
sail. The individual is as safe in one case as 
the other ; and, all things considered, I am 
inclined to think that the former is that which 
may more naturally be expected in a young 
Christian, and which does^ in point of fact, 
more frequently occur. If however this nar- 
ration should awaken in my young friends a 
more anxious solicitude about the most mo- 
mentous concerns, and put them in the pos- 
ture of expectation to meet '' the king of 
terrors ;" if it should lead them to a closer 
examination of their principles^ temper and 
conduct; if it should bring them to a more 
intimate and familiar acquaintance with the 
blessed Saviour, and the '' precious promi- 
ses '' of die gospel, and cause them to take a 
nearer view of the world to come, and thus 
weaken their attachment to earthly objects, 
and increase their desires after holiness, as 
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ibt only m»aas of obtaining happiness ; they 
may hope to enter into ** the valley of the 
ifthadow of death'' with less alarm than my 
belovtd daughter did; and to contemplate 
the 8<iene before them with more serenity and 
eOAposnre. 

I am induced also to hope that the sub- 
ject I have in hand may suggest some useful 
reflections to parents in general. None of 
these will read this narrative without interest* 
Th^ will each imagine themselves placed in 
similar circumstances with myself, and will 
be desirous of having similar consolations^ 
should they have to undergo the same trial. 
The brief observations I shall make on the 
bringing up of my daughter may, I humbly 
trusty furnish some direction to those who 
have had less experience than myself in the 
education of youth; and I shall reap no 
small reward from this ^' Tribute of Affection 
to the memory of an only and beloved 
Daughter," if a single parent be assisted in 
'* bringing up his child in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord." Keeping these im- 
portant objects ever before me, I will betake 
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myself to the moumfiily yet pleasing task, of 
reviewiBg the life and last hours of my dear 
child ; aad I earnestly pray that my heart may 
be influenced and my pen guided by Bim, 
who has visited me with this affliction, not 
only for my own benefit, but to promote his 
0wn glory, and the good of others. 

As it forms no part of my plan to detaO 
Ihe minute particulars of my beloved daugh^^ 
ter's life, I 9hall pass over many of her years 
With but few observations, and fix only 
on the more important stages of her short 
journey. 

' It is unnecessary to say that the birth 
iA this our first child, which took place at 
Long Sutton, in the county of lincoln, on 
the 4th of April, 1800, was to her parents an 
intOTesling event. And as it was our earnest 
desire to bring her up in the fear of God, as 
the only way to make her happy in herself, 
aild a comfort to us, we determined to spare 
no pains in her education, and to commence 
our work, at tiie earliei^t opportunity. It 
appeared to us preposterous to suffer the sin- 
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ful tendencien of nature to gain strength, am} 
grow into habits, under the notion that, when 
the mind has acquired maturity, it will assert 
its dominion over the passions, and reduce 
every thing into its proper place and order. 
We knew that reflection and reason come 
late into exercise ; that they are slow in their 
progress; act only at intervals ; are feeble in 
operation ; and uncertain in result : whilst, 
on the contrary, passion is coeval with our 
existence ; is incessant in action ; and impa- 
tient o^controul. We were aware also that, 
if we neglected to sow wheat upon the fresh 
soil, the enemy would not be equally remiss 
iu scattering tares; we were determined 
therefore, if possible, to pre-occupy the 
ground by the best seed. Nor were our 
early effoits disappointed. We had the satis- 
faction of seeing our beloved child growing 
up under the best promise, and every year 
affording us abundant reason to, believe th^t 
our labour was not spent in vain. The only 
time, as far as I recollect, when I had occa- 
sion to use any thing like severity, was when 
she was in her second year; and I record the 
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eircnmstances of it, at exemplifying my 
views of an important preliminary step in the 
training of children. We had a family party. 
Her grandfather and grandmother, her uncles 
and aunt, were dining with us ; and our little 
Hannah was permitted to be seated at the 
table. On something being presented to her 
by one of her relatives, she was desired to say 
" Thank you,** a sentence which she had but 
recently learned to pronounce ; but upon this 
occasion, she was too eager to enjoy the 
kindness, to acknowledge her obligation to 
the hand from which she received it. I 
repeated the injunction, but without the de- 
sired effect. The affair then assumed another 
aspect, and an important principle was in 
agitation. Excuses were offered by her fond 
relatives, and the tears of the child appealed 
to my feelings ; but I considered that a com- 
promise in this case involved future conse- 
quences, and that the point between us must 
sooner or later be decided. I knew that the 
victory of the child would lead to fresh at- 
tempts upon her yieldhig parents; and thus I 
should hereafter, with a much greater expense 
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bf feeling, and tb a greater disadvantage, bay€ 
to renew the contest. I therefore took the 
child into another room, and desired her i6 
say ** Thank you/' which she did imme^ 
diately. I supposed from this that the cour 
xjuest was complete ; but to my surprise, on 
returning to the dining room, she had lost the 
power of uttering this short sentence. I had 
again to retire with her, and administer a 
Blight correction for the disobedience ; and 
again, when alone with me, she repeated the 
difficult words; but being a second time 
placed at the table, the task became insuper- 
able, and she said, *' I tan't say so.'' Her 
telatiyes too, whose feelings overcame, on 
tlus occasion, their good sense, joined in 
thinking the child could not repeat the words s 
and some of them united their tears with the 
child's in urging me to proceed no further. 
The duty now becanie difficult* The yeani«- 
iings of my own heart, the entreaties of those 
around me, and the sobs of the sweet child, 
were all on one side ; and only a sense of 
duty on the other. I stifled however my 
feehngSy and again retired. I had no doubt 
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of the ability of the child to pronounce th^" 
wprdsy because she had done so^ every lime 
of my withdrawing with her, and I was detei;' 
mined to go through with my task* After 
four or five attempts, I at length succeeded, 
and with a throbbing heart and flowing tears« 

the little creature sobbed out, '^ Tank 

yon.'' Every thing now was properly settled. 
The victory was on the side of the parent^ 
who knew how to make a proper use of it, 
instead of the daughter, who would have 
abused it : the tears were soon dried up : our 
friends were satisfied that all was right : and 
the dear child never made another attempt 
with papa for the mastery. I dwell on this 
little incident with some minuteness, because 
it was pregnant with important results. It 
was a contest for governing principles: it 
decided at once that the will of the child 
must submit to that of the parent ; and that 
it is in vain to expect happiness in the way 
of resistance to proper authority. It is true 
the child did not reason in this way ; but she 
well understood the practical lesson: and she 
nerer after brought her will to the hazard of 
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the child -in her presence, should be impofied. 
A* prudent mother will know how to take 
advantage of the first tendencies of her child ; 
and it is of importance that she should have 
die best opportunities of perceiving then,^ 
which she could not possess, if, from motiyei^ 
of fear, her child should be generally under^ 
festnunt. Nor is this the principal evil 
which would arise from an undue awe and 
reverence towards the mother. It would 
engender a timid and servile disposition ; ot 
else, an habitual effort to conceal what is 
passing in the mind ; and thus lead to deceit 
and hypocrisy, and the destruction of mutual- 
confidence and harmony. Whilst, on the 
other hand, if the necessarily greater distance 
between the fiatlier' and the child, arising 
either from his having no concern with the 
litde ieifiairs which bring the mother and child 
into dose contact, and produce reciprocal 
end^rments, or from the fewer opportunies 
of intercourse, or from the less pliapcy of his 
nature, should occasion somewhat of excess 

r 

in reverence towards him, no great harm is 
likely to ensue. The fonher will afford abun« 

c 
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dant scope for thff goings forth of th^ heart of 
4be chiidi and the latter will check any ten* 
deocy to an extreoflf^ Thns^ ^hile the one 
icherishes the affections, and the other curbs 
the will, and whilst both endeavour to i^prozi- 
mate towards eadi other as nearly as circum- 
«tanoes will admit, till their separate influence 
is so united and blended as to render the 
Uiuit l^tween thesa iniperceptible, they will 
ferm the temper of theiir child as remote frpm^ 
•a timid reserve and artful duplicity on the 
one h&nd, as from stubborn se^f-iHrill aa4 
ungovernable passion on the other. 

It would be an agreeable task to go back 
4o a variety of little incidents, to which the 
^early part of our beloved child's life gav^ 
•rise ; and consistently with my intention of 
offering an Affectionate Tribute to the me- 
mory of a daughter so dear, I might perhaps 
be permitted to indulge these fond recollec- 
tions ; but I am not aware that they would 
lead to any very profitable results, and there- 
fore I think it better to forego them; and 
briefly to state that, under the blessing of 
Divine Providence, our endeavour^ to bring 
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up cmr child ** in the nurture and admonitioii 
of the Lord'' were abtodantly successM. 
She becaine all that her foftd and anxiovs 
parents could wish : and her life exhibited 
one unbroken series of dutiful affection to»* 
wards her parents, sisterly love towards her 
brothers, and reyerence to whatever is sac^^ed. 
From her infancy, she possessed an uncommon 
share of yiyacity> quickness of parts, and 
sweetness of disposition. She was always 
open, natural, and unaffected. She delighted 
in the society of her friends » and inyariably 
met them with the same countenance. Any 
one^ who thought it worth while tojbayeher 
company, might be sure of meeting her in the 
best humour, and ready to giye up her own 
inclination for their accommodation and plea« 
sure. It is difficult to conceive of a charac<» 
t»r more divested than she was of selfishness. 
Instead of thinking herself worthy of the 
homage of others, she thought less of herself 
than they did of her ; and so far was she from 
expecting that her friends should bend to her 
caprice and humour, she was ready to make np 
inconsiderable sacrifices to gratify them. So 

c2 



Cur did she carry this poinl, lihat on several 
occasions she effectually concealed from the 
Gompanyi whose pleasures she was unwilling 
to interrupt, the most acute pain ; and when 
ready to sink with faiiitness and fatigue, she 
assumed an air of ease, which prevented tlie 
least suspicion that she was not in perfect 
health. The desire of making others happy 
wa^ so powerful a stimulus, that it sustained 
her spirits, when otherwise she would have 
i^tually sunk. Oneor two instances of this, 
it may not be improper to mention. 

About two years ago, she was on a visit 
to some of her most beloved friends at South" 

« 

ampton. The disease, which probably ter^ 
Bpinated her life, had already commenced its 
attack. Her friends could not help seeing at 
times, by her countenance, that she was far 
from being in the health they could wish ; and 
they were extremely anxious on this account ; 
but they were not aware of the extent of her 
malady. She afterwards told her mot&er 
that frequently she retired into her room, as 
if for the purpose of dressing, writing letters, 
or other indifferent affairs, but with th^ reat 
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« 

intention of rolling pn the carpet (for if tihe 
had done so on the bed/ it would have pro*'' 
bablyled to enquiries about her health) to 
<)btain a little ease of her acute pain : and 
when she appeared again in the parlour, she 
threw herself on the so£el, for the apparent 
purpose of playing with a favorite little girl 
upon it, but with the real object of obtaining* 
if possible, some mitigation of suffering. 

Last Midsummer twelvemonth, we made an 
excursion into Lincolnshire. At the soUcita^ 
tioii of our friends, we consented to leave biir 
dear daughter behind us for a few weeks. 
Various parties of pleasure were formed on 
her account ; and among them, it was pro^ 
posed to paj a visit to Crowland Abbey, at 
the distance of about fifteen miles, A large 
party was originally formed for this purpose, 
though various circumstances ultimately pir^ 
vented several firom joining it, and much pre^ 
paration wais made for the occasion. She 
was highly^delighted with the plan, and wrote 
us a most humourous account of the intended 
procession. The day was fixed, and every 
thing was airranged ; but in the mean time, 

c 3 
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«li»waft'.8eized with the complaint to which 
lliat part of Lincolnshire is incident, and 
ioti tile appointed day, she was exceedingly 
linwelU But the party had been formed en>* 
tirely on her account, and she knew the dis*- 
appointment would be great, if she were 
wanting on the occasion* She had therefore 
not only to shake off her disease, but to 
assume an air of health and vivacity, which 
should leave no suspicion that all was not 
well ; and, as she afterwards told her mother, 
she forced herself from her bed, when con- 
tinning upon it was the only comfort she was 
capable of enjoying; mixed with her friends 
in the excursion, and was enabled, though at 
a most hazardous risk to herself, and a sad 
waste of strength and spirits, to get thit)ugh 
the day, without the company being aware 
liow dearly she paid for Uie good humour and 
hilarity, which were kept up on the occasion. 
She carried indeed the principle of siir^ 
rendering her own comforts to those of others 
so £Eur, that we at length ascertained, when 
she was more than usually vivacious, she 
was'laboiiring under some acute pain or uneih 
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siness; for her £ffort8 to conceal it became 
excessive^ and somewhat untiiaturaL I have 
leamt that when she had been lying on the 
,8ofa under any indisposition, the moment she 
he^rd my foot proceeding across the hall, she 
wpuld start up, assume an air of the greater 
cheerfulness, and meet me, as she did at ail 
.tinges, ^th a smile of affection. 

Though we have lately, alas ! had occasion 

.to^know that disease had, for a considerable 

ftime, been making sad inroads upon her con- 

^ti^tion, we could not ^^certain this, at any 

jpLv«n point of time« ,We never saw her 

otl^qrwise than cheerful ; and scarcely ever 

(I.h^d almost pfiid never , for I really do not 

recollect an instance of it) beard her heave a 

sigh. ' It was however too perceptible to .us, 

byjher loss of appetite and substance, th|it 

she could not be well ; aiid we extorted from 

her ,that sli€ had pains in her breast, in her 

,^de, find at the lower part of the spine : and 

•J^tffm iime to time we consulted our medical 

friends; butneitberthey nor we apprehended 

any dung of a serious p^Jture, till the disease 

eame on with such violence, ^ jix) hdfSe all 
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mttempto to arrest its course, or subdue its 
Tirulence. 

As her disposition was cheerful and viya- 
-cioiisy so had she an acute perception of wit 
and humour. Every thin^- of this nature, 
provided it were chaste and free from im 
piety, afforded her a high gratification, and 
perhaps she sometimes indulged to an excess 
In this kind of pleasure. Her own playful- 
ness of mind led her, at times, to make 
remarks on events and characters, which 
some of her more serious friends thought 
approached to levity. This, however, I have 
entirely from hearsay. In my own presence, 
her chastised feelings of respect, never suf- 
fered her to go beyond tiie bounds of the 
strictest propriety. I was always delighted 
with her shrewd observations on characters, 
and her good-natured wit on passing events. 
But it is not at all unlikely that this tendency, 
when unfettered by the respect which she felt 
for her parents, and when enjoying the full 
freedom of social intercourse with her friends, 
night lead her occasionally into an extreme. 
Bat as the was, in a great measure, the life 
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of die juvenile parties in which she mixed ; 
-and never lost a friend^ it is fair to conclude 
that her wit was divested of bitterness, and 
her humour of unkindness. 

Her talents were certainly of the higher 
order, but they were entirely female. She 
possessed a quick and retentive memory, so 
that whatever she read, became her own. 
She entered with facility into the meaning of 
an author, and had compass of mind to take 
in the whole of his plan. Her reading was 
somewhat extensive and varied. The Greek 
and Latin Classics, through translations, 
were familiar to her. She had a general and 
correct knowledge of history, especially of 
ancient Greece and Rome, and of her own 
country. During the last winter, among 
other books, she read through the ten vo- 
lumes of Mitford's History of Greece ; and 
she had lately taken particular pains to re- 
fresh her memory with the principal ^ts of 
general history, for the purpose of early im- 
pressing them on the mind of l^er youngest bro- 
ther, whom she had hitherto had almost entire- 
ly under her own. management. } $^y nothing 
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of her attwnments in the common ornamental 
accomplishmeiits of well educ^);e4 feiDale3» 
because they were such as might be expect- 
ed ; and are, I presume, common, in perspi^ 
of her station, and with her means of instruc- 
tion. She was not, however, a proficient in 
music, though she enjoyed the benefit of the 
best teachers. Neither her taste, nor her 
ear led her to take much delight in thi^ 
science, though her perform^ces were far 
from being so inferior as her modesty induced 
Jier to suppose. She read and spoke French 
with ease, and was acquainted with several 
valuable authors in that language. In draw- 
ing and needle-work, she has left us many 
pleasing specimens of her skill ; and we caiit 
scarcely fix our eyes upon any spot in our 
house, in which we do not see affecting proofs 
of her taste. Ip botany, she had made som^ 
considerable progress, and was intending to 
pursue the study, this spring and summer, 
with greater attention than she had hithfBrtp 
done. She had read several popular treatise^ 
on natural poilosophy and chemistry ; and yra? 
well acquainted with most of the easier re- 



sahs and experimehla of both. When a 
child, she had leanied the Latin grammar, 
and it was my original intention to give bet a 
classical education ; but finding many incon- 
veniences likely to arise, from keeping her at 
home, with my scholastic engagements, she 
was sent very early to Bcfaool ; and of course, 
the plan of teaching her Latin and Greek was 
given up. During the last winter, however, 
she expressed a wish to resume die study of 
the classics ; more I conceive from a desire of 
relieving me from the labour of giving elemen- 
tary knowledge to her youngest brother, thatt 
of becoming a proficient in the languages of 
Greece and Rome, with the principal authon 
of whidi, through translatiiHis, I have already 
observed she was acquainted. We accord- 
ingly commenced with the Latin grammar; 
and in a few months, she read several lives 
of Nepos, and a considerable portion of Ovid 
and Virgil. The facili^ and correctnesa 
with which she wrote Latin exeruses ; the 
readiness with which she applied the rules of 
syntax, and the dexterity with which she 
made out the compUcated coDstnictioa of tha 



jLfttm lan^s^y ; greatly ,9Ui^r|i|ed me ; ^d 

were such as J. had ney^r liafore .witnessed in 

a l.Qng course of educating youth. It will 

scarcely seein credible, that during the last 

winter months, up to the end of March, be- 

sides perusing Jny yolumes of entertainwg 

aif^prs, drawingsc^yeral nicely finished pieces, 

forking a tedious yeil, carefully reading 

the .ten volumes of Mitford's Greece, super- 

intending the ^education pf ,her jrqungest bro- 

j^^r, c^nd almost daily yisi^pg the cottages of 

^e distant poor of this parUJiy.sbLe made this 

Uroficiency also ui thej^a^n Janguage; and 

.that, with no other as^i^^^ce from, me ^tihan a 

JgssQU, m JhjB evening, jrh^? ^ greasier jpit 

pf the faiE^ly had r^tif^ed fo. r€|st. 

In speaking . of the 99iu^e of her readijagy 
I o||gl)t not, perhaps, to oinit tiiat, had her 
pjl^ciples allowed it, she ^puld probably 
j^i^Yj^ indulged tp .^ excess in those px^ular 
work^, which have recently engaged the al- 
most exdusive attention of the yQuug. Anyi 
I inejitiou this, not onlytfa|it ImaygivjeA 
/jair ,apicpunt of my beloved daughter's ten- 
df Jicic^ ; J)t|it pspepiaUy that I m.ay r^prd 
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her cony^ctibii Aat she had deyoted too much 
of her time to this unprofitable course of read- 
ing. It occasioned her great uneasiness , as 
we shall hereafter see, in reviewing the past, 
to reflect that so much of her time had been 
wasted in books of this nature ; and had it 
pleased our heavenly Father to protract 
her short span of existence, I am persuaded 
that they would have engaged a very minute, 
if any portion of her future reading. 

Different opinions, I am aware, are enter*- 
tained by religious persons, as to what extent 
books of this nature are proper for the ypung. 
Some would limit them within a very narrow 
compass; and others would exclude them 
altogether. That many publications have re- 
cently issued from the press, which are alto- 
gether unfit for the perusal of any one, who 
has the least regard either to morality or de^ 
c^ncy, cannot be denied : and every parent, 
who would not be accessary to the pollution 
of his child's mind, and the extirpation of 
every principle of duty to God and man, will 
most anxiously guard against his coming in 
contact with such pestilential authors. No 
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beauty of composition, nor grandeur x>f ima? 
gery, nor sublimity of description can com- 
pensate for the violation of modesty, morali- 
ty and religion : and those pleasures of imsr- 
gination, which expose to hazard the social 
affections, domestic peace, and the divine 
favour, are indulged at an awful risk. To 
wade through a mass of filth, and to inhale at 
every breath pestilential vapours, for some 
ideal gratification, is too degrading a toil for 
a reasonable being: and one cannot help de- 
ploring that any persons, professing a regard 
for piety and good morals, should subject 
themselves to so much humiliation, as to 
suffer their minds to be contaminated witb 
disgusting images, and daring blasphemy, 
for the purpose of culling from a mass of 
abominations, a few extraordinary specimens 
of talent and genius. Nor is this personi^l 
risk the only thing to be deprecated. They 
have given a direct countenance to the authors 
of this moral pestilence, by putting their 
works in circulation; and have stimulated 
nudtitudes to expose themselves to the same 
bazardy by extolling the beauties^ of in^nlajked 
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passaged, and the splendid ornaments with 
•which they are embellished. It is true, they 
have censured, with just severity, the licenti-^ 
onsness and blasphemy with which these wri-* 
ters abound ; but it does not require any deep 
penetration into human nature to know, that 
the very exposure of certain vices provokes 
euriOiMty to ascertain in what they consist ; 
i^uid it may be justly questioned, whether the 
beauties they have extolled, or the faults 
they have reprobated, have operated as the 
stronger stimulus, to get possession of these 
works. 

There are other modem publications 
equally popular with those to which I hav6 
just alluded, and which are far firom being 
/correct either in religion or morals, but which 
it would be unjust to treat with the same un* 
qualified eensure. It csuinot be said that 
they have a manifest tendency to deteriorate 
mankind. Their auth<^s would disdain tp 
pander to the licentious appetite, or attack the 
social virtues, or to undermip^ the religious 
{>rinciple. * But yet their c]iieit praise is nega<f 
^ijre^ ThjBy dii) pothjmg^^i) i^dTfince mai9 in tl)# 



ieale of moral excellence, or to briiig ttim 
nearer to the source of all perfection. Taking' 
as their standard of character those whom 
the world applauds, they adapt both their 
religion and morals to the prevalent taste ; 
and whatever rises above or falls below this 
level, they equally expose to ridicule or re- 
probation. Hence, the individual, whosie 
breast glows with the purest love to God, 
and who is most zealous to promote the 
honour of the Saviour of man, is in as much 
danger of being held up by these writers, to 
the scorn of the world, as that man is, of 
felling under their censure, who casts off the 
fear of God, and " tramples under foot, the 
blood of Christ." It is obvious that authors 
like these, when their talents are popular, 
must operate most powerfully against any ad- 
vancement in moral and religious excellence ; 
hor can it be safe to permit their works to fall 
within the reach of the domestic circle. 
Youth need eveiy inducement to engage 
them heartily in the cause of religion; to rise 
above the level of ordinary profession, and 
('^ticken their imd in tibe servi^ of ^trlt 
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" Lord and Master ;" and n^iag cmi be 4i 
greatar hindrance to their ndvanoeiyieat in Hm 
divine lifei than the sarcasms and ridicule of 
ailthersy who are held in general jreputey and 
are in almost every person's hands. 

The writings of these peraeits are not di« 
rected to any particular age or class, bn^ are 
intended generally for the .whole reading 
community. There are|however> numerous 
other modem authors,, who, like, them, have 
entei^ed the fidid of poe^y and fiction, , but 
with an especial reference to the ici^g gene^ 
ration : and it is thankfully acknewlodged 
that their oliject is, peiiiaps, universally, tQ 
promote their best interests, by smoothi^f 
the rugged path of education, and endeavouiy 
ing to give a right cast to the youthful chsr? 
racter : and'if the best intentions could always 
ensure the best results, they would be entitled 
to unqualified commendation. But we must 
look at principles, and follow them through aU 
their operations and consequjencea; and if 
these s^uhl be pernicious, no uprightness o£ 
design ought to prevent our exposing thn 
dangg:; and Qf thia tendency I.concem 
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sonie of th^ pnlriicatioiis Just adverted to* 
They profess to form the character of the 
yoimg> entirely by pradent discipline and mo- 
ral motiyes, widiout calling in die least aid 
from what is peculiar to the Christian system. 
They have exhibited peculiar talent and feli- 
city in setting forth the deformity and ultimate 
misery of vice ; and the beauty and coose* 
quent happiness of an opposite course. They 
baye shewn, with great effect, that nothing ia 
so degrading as the predominance of the 
selfish principle; and nothing so becoming 
as an open, benevolent, and generous dispo- 
sition. The most striking instances are given 
of the advantages resulting from an inflexible 
course of integrity ; whilst the artful and de- 
signing never feil to meet eventually with the 
contempt and infamy they deserve. The plea- 
sures of a mind at ease with itself are set forth 
with striking ^ect; and the corroding re- 
morse of the vicious is painted in strong, but 
not overcharged colours. The various sources 
of enjoyment from domestic and social inter^ 
eourse, rational amusements, the works of 
nature, the culthration of the fine arts, fnm, 
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botaoy, chemistiy, natural philosopby, and- 
every braach of science, are laid open willi 
eyery at^actiony which these copious sub- 
jects admit; and the whole is embellished 
with M the simple and elegant ornaments of 
which language is capable. The character^* 
fonoed on this model, is exhibited as at once 
beantifiil and perfect. He fills his station in 
life, whether as parent or child, relation :<^ 
friend, the man of business, or holding aa 
honourable profession, the statesman or the 
soldier, with the most scrupulous and efficient 
exactness : and all this is accomplished with- 
out adopting a single peculiarity of the gos-* 
pel, or feeling the influence of a single Chris-r 
tian motive. As far as this system is con- 
cerned, Christianity may be readily dispensed 
with. The character would have beeii just 
what it is, if the Bible had never been wiit^ 
ten, and Jesus Christ had never come into 
the world. Not a word is said of man as a 
fiftllen being, wretched, ruined, and helpless ; 
no mention is made of Him, who has ** re? 
deemed us to God, by his own blood :^ nor 
of Him^ who is the Ealightener, Comfort^j^ 

]> 
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lutTe die highest TeiieraUoB for the Christian 
religioBy admit these publicatioDs into their 
Mineries ; they put them into the hands of 
their children^ at the different stages of life, 
as their understandings and capacities are 
enlarged ; and expect them to learn some of 
their best lessons , as well as derive their chief 
•Btertainment from them. 

I admit, indeed, that these Christian pa^ 
tents do not make these books the standard 
0f their own principles, nor intend them to 
become the sole guide of their children : on 
the contrary, they teach them Christian doc* 
ftrines, and inculcate Christian morals, and 
enforce them by Christian motives : and re« 
ceive these works merely as subsidiary aids, 
aaadotts to obtain assistance from any quar- 
ter, to train up their children in a proper 
nminer. I admit also, that it is not only 
ftllowable, but also necessary, in the present 
Mthte of tilings, to have recourse, in our in-* 
struction of youth, to many things, which, 
Wiih some good, iare mixed np with much 
that is eico^ptioaable. No one can reflect on 
the character of many of the Greek and 
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Classics, wkich are put into the hands of oar 
youth ; or the channel through which most of 
the histories of our own country, and of other 
nations are derived, without painful feelings : 
yet there is this difference in the works 
alluded to. In the latter, we seek the know- 
ledge of languages and of facts. Our studies, 
in this line, are intended to strengthen and 
enlarge an^ discipline the mind ; to call forth 
its powers, to regulate its taste, to form our 
stile, to provide materials for thought and 
reason ; and the classics are read under the 
impression that they are the works of men, 
who never enjoyed the benefit of revelation, 
•nd are therefore not intended either to be the 
models of our practice, or to teach us our 
duty. But in the former, the object is alto- 
gether different. It is their professed inten • 
tioQ to form the mind; to furnish it with prin- 
ciples ; to supply the proper motives ; and to 
make the perfect character : and this, with all 
the advantages of having before them a reve- 
lation from heaven. They stand then in the 
character, not of Heathen, but of Christian 
instructom; and if no portion of what is pecu- 
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liar to Christianity finds its way into their 
lessons^ it must arise firom their not considei^ 
ukg any part of it as essential to their under- 
taking ; and the only possible conclusion is, 
that in llieir esteem, the whole Christian sys- 
tem is, if not an absolute incumbrance, yet 
certainly a redundancy, inasmuch as that 
every thing important may be accomplished 
without it. It surely is not necessary to 
add, that a scheme like this, aot only 
leads to infidelity, but is a direct airont to 
ihe 'Christian religion. It impiously ex- 
cludes Him firom having a place in the sys- 
tem, of which he ought to be the sun : and 
forbids us to see Him any where, whom 
we ought to see every where. " Him 
first: Him last: Him midst, and without 
end.** 

It is with pleasure I turn from writers of 
this description to others, who, professing to 
have the same object in view, ami to com- 
municate their instructions by a similar me- 
thod, take a correct estimate .of the subject 
before them, and aim at its accomplishment 
by more suitable means. Taking man, as he 
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really is, degraded, miserable., and fiiitied; * 
asdyety thi^ngb the boundless mercy of €rod, 
tnthio readi of inconceivable felicity and 
glory ; they conmience their work on a right 
fonndationy and never lose sight of his high 
destiny. They assume the fact of his cor- 
mptioii ; and direct their attention to bis re- 
novation. Aware that their unassisted efforts 
would end in disappointment^ they seek the 
aid of die great Restorer, and rest tbeir 
h^es on his all- sufficient help. It is a main 
point witb them, to bring even ** little chil- 
. dren to Christ, that he may bless them;*' 
well knowing that if they can enlist them 
early under the banner of the cross, they will, 
in all probability, *^ continue his faithful fol- 
lowers and soldiers unto their lives' end." 
They dwell largely on the value of the soul ; 
the danger of losing it; and Ibe constant 
vigilance neeessary to secure its welfare. 
They urge the necessity of a religion, which 
engages the affections, on the ground that a 
father can be satisfied with nothing less ttetn 
Ibe heart; and that no homage of the tongue 
or prostration of the body can impose upon 
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ty whose eye penetrates the secrets of the 
breast, and before whom, ** all things are 
naked and open." This, and this only, diej 
know will operate as forcibly in solitude and 
darkness, as in the clear and open face of 
day ; and when tempted to the commission of 
secret sin, will make them say, '' How can 
I do this great wickedness, and sin against 
Godf Whilst they a^ail themselves of ererj 
proper motive to excite holy tempers and 
virtuous conduct, they place their chief de- 
pendence on those which are drawn from the 
cross : and by exhibiting the character of the 
blessed Redeemer in all its kindness, con- 
descension and mercy, they attach the heart 
to Him, and render him the supreme object 
of their affections. In this system, every 
thing is placed and retained in its proper situ- 
ation : Christ is made the center of it ; and 
he attracts, and enlightens, and beautifies, 
and animates, and fructifies every part of it. 
There is nothing removed from his influence; 
and every thing acknowledges him, as 
*' Head over all, and blessed for ever.'' In 
this way, characters are formed, which confer 
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blessings on men, and bring gloiy to God. 
Let their numbers be increased^ and '' the 
wilderness and solitary place shall be glad 
for them : and the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom as the rose.'* They are " the salt 
of the eartii;'' and " the light of the world;'' 
and bring down upon it, the blessing of 
heaven. 

This system of education, I am happy to 
observe, has been advocated and supported 
by numbers of individuals of both sexes, and 
of the first order of talents : and it affords 
me a sincere pleasure to have an opportunity 
of offering my tribute of respect to those 
numerous females, who have brought their 
excellent abilities to bear on the best interests 
of the rising generation. It is impossible to 
mention the names of More, and Trimmer, 
and Sherwood, and Taylor and many others, 
without associating with them a wide difl^- 
sion of Christian principles ; a large increase 
of domestic happiness ; and much of that 
active zeal which has been recently dis- 
played, and especially by females, in support 
of the great institutions, which are spreading 

D 5 



46 

tWoughout the world the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour. They have smoollied the 
nigged course of education by their appro- 
priate and lucid elementary books. They 
have furnished us with the best materials, 
embellished with all the ornaments and at- 
tractions which the subjects will admit, for 
storing the memory and forming the charac- 
ter of our youth ; and they have illustrated 
their precepts by such a variety of interesting 
examples, lliat they can scarcely fail to make 
an indelible impression, wherever they are 
read. It is not easy to conceive any thing 
more sound in doctrine, more pure in morals, 
more rich in variety, more perfect in execu- 
tion, or more beautiful and elegant in form, 
than the library, with which their united efforts 
have suppliecHthe younger branches of our 
families : and '*I am persuaded that at this 
moment thousan/ls of parents and children 
are reaping an abundant harvest from their 
labours. 

After bestowing this justly merited praise ; 
it may appear somewhat ungracious to say 
any thing, which may seem to detract from 
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the value of their performances : and yet I 
haTB my doubts whether some inconvenience 
may not arise, both from the continually in- 
creasing number of these puUications, and 
the stile and nature of their composition* 
Scarcely a month passes, without some ad- 
dition being made to the already abundant 
stock; and it is easy to perceive that inven- 
tion is somewhat tortured to find any thing in 
the shape of novelty. The result is what might 
be naturally expected. Many of the recent 
perfonnances are considerably inferior to those 
which first appeared ; the reader feels a di- 
minished interest in what is put into hb 
hands ; and there is some danger of the most 
valuable of these publications thus falling 
into discredit But it is from the nature and 
stile of these compositions |k|t I anticipate 
the principal mischief. Fw dte sake of il- 
lustrating principles, and giving the weight of 
facts to lessons on virtue and vice, imaginary 
characters are introduced with great effect ; 
and no doubt make a more lasting impression 
on the mind and memory, than abstract rules 
and dry discussions on morals. But there h 
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some danger eyen in this. Imaginary cha- 
racters seldom bear an exact resemblance to 
real life. They are generally highly wrought, 
and wound np to a pitch of excellence or de- 
pravity, which haye rarely any counterpart in 
fact4 Hence, real occurrences make a fee- 
bler impression than they would have done, 
from their falling short of what we had pre- 
viously read in books : Ordinary virtue passes 
«s of little worth ; and common suffering 
produces scarcely any sympathy. The feel- 
ings, having been frequently and powerfully 
excited, require a oondnually increasing sti- 
snultts to keep up^ their tone ; and from the 
difficulty of obtaming this, the mind at length 
sinks into listless apathy, from which the 
c^ustomary events of life are incapable of a- 
rousing it. A habit also is acquired of 
overstating facts, in order to excite interest. 
Perceiving that what appeared important to 
ourselves, excites but little attention in others, 
we are tempted to set things out with a false 
colouring, and give them an appearance, with 
which the facts themselves have scarcely any 
correspondence. Every person, who pays a 
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scrupulous regard to truth, has often been 
exceedingly distressed at hearing statements^ 
which he is sure are any thing but correct ; 
and it is not unreasonable to suppose that 
this inattention to strict veracity may be 
owing, at least in part, to the circumstance 
on which 1 am animadverting. 

There is also so close an affinity between 
works of this nature, and the common run of 
novels, that there is some danger of gliding 
imperceptibly from one to the other; and thus 
acquiring a taste for those pernicious publi- 
cations, which have poisoned the minds, and 
corrupted the hearts -of so many of our 
youths. -^ ' 

It will not have escaped the notice of 
many of my readers that, among many pro- 
fessing Christians, a sort of sentimentalism 
has usurped the place of experimental reli- 
gion. The sober views and feelings, which 
the facts of our case, and the nature of the 
gospel might be supposed to occasion, ajre 
superseded by sensations of a more exquisite 
and inexplicable nature, and by undefined 
and romantic notions of imaginary excellence 
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umi cDJoyoieBtB. May aoi tliis eTil also kave 
MNoe eofmeetioB witii the wntn^ winch we 
aie BOW coBsideriog ? 

On no subject is it more dnngerans to 
let loose tlie inMigiwation than on rdi^ioB* 
JETery thing connected with spiiitnal sub- 
jects and the future state, is matter of pure 
revelation : and we cannot advance a step, 
with safety, without onr guide. Now it sel- 
dom happens that he leads us beyond the 
•tatem^at of certain truths, which are neces^!- 
•ary for our instruction, or warning, or com- 
fort ; and on whidi, from the very nature of 
things, there must rest some degree of ob- 
scurity. Our* Auiisitive minds are not 
easily reconciled to this limited information, 
and uncertainty. We wish to pry more 
minutely into things \ and send imagination 
into the illimitable field of possibilities, from 
which it brings back innumerable crude and 
extravagant notions. It is the business of a 
sound and chastised judgment to repress 
these vain excursions, and this pernicious cu- 
riosity ; and strictly to confine the thoughts to 

l^escribed limits of revelation ; and it is 
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with almost inconceiyable difficulty that thii» 
controul is effectually exercised* Hence, 
whatever adds a stimulus to imagination, in 
matters of religion, does, in fact, counteract 
the salutary efforts of reason and a sound 
mind to repress it ; and tends to convert the 
religion of the gospel into the wild reveries 
of fanaticism* May not then the publica- 
tions in question have a tendency to foster 
the imaginative faculty; and to induce a train 
of evils arising from the predominance of 
fancy over reason and revekAion ? 

But these reflections hUve led me into a 
length of discussion ^tdffli I did not antici- 
pate, when I commen\}ed them; and it is 
more than time that I return to the immediate 
•ilbjeqt of this memoir. 

I was led into these remarks by stating that 
my beloved daughter was inclined to indulge 
in reading the productions of some of the mo- 
dem .school of poetry and fiction, beyond the 
limit which she afterwards thought to be safe : 
but I shbuld do her memory a great injustice, 
if { w^P^ (o Qmit fttatinj;, that her principal 
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reading was of a religious character. The Bi- 
Me was her constant companion. A consider- 
uble part of it was committed to memory; 
and she could repeat by heart a great part of 
the Psalms. The marks she has placed against 
different passages of this blessed book, plain- 
ly indicate that her daily perusal of it was 
not a mere form. Not only did she notice 
those parts, which were most beautiful for 
their poetry, and most sublime in description; 
i)ut more especially such as relate to fun- 
damental doctrines, important duties, and 
encouraging promises. Whatever set forth 
the value of tlie«^; the nature of salvation ; 
the evil<yf m; W tteeessity of holiness ; the 
promise of pardon; and the work of the Holy 
'Spirit; invariably arrested her attention, and 
received her mark for future meditation : and 
very few persons, I believe, had a memory 
better stored with the most beautiful and in- 
teresting passages of holy writ 

The book, which she seemed to prize next 
to the Bible, is Dr. Doddridge's " Rise and 
Progress of Religion in the Soul.'* This, 
iike her Bible, displays numerous marks of 
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her minute attention to its directions. Those 
passages especially, Which enforce a close 
self-examination as to the effects of religion 
on the affections, temper and predominant 
habits of life, were constantly before her; and 
were noted, as requiring the most serious 
consideration. The effect of this diligence 
was most visible in her whole deportment. 
Her naturally somewhat hasty and suscepti- 
ble mind was, at length, so effectually sub- 
dued, that she was seldom off her guard, or 
hurried into any inadvertent expression. 
When this was the case, she soon recovered 
herself, and was deeply griQved at her infir- 
mity. Children, it is well known, are often 
careless in learning their lessons, and are 
with difficulty brought to pay attention to 
their teachers, particularly where paternal 
authority is not immediately at hand to en- 
force obedience. Formerly she had shewn 
considerable uneasiness with her youngest 
brother on these accounts ; but so completely 
had she gained the ascendency over this irri- 
tability of temper that, during the last twelve 
months, she never once betrayed any thing 
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like impatieace; but met every discourage 
ni^nt with calmnesg and composure. 

Those passages also in this her favourite 
devotional author, which relate to the uncer* 
tainty of life ; the suddenness of death ; and 
the importance of being in constant readiness 
to meet the '* King of terrors,'^ were rendered 
prominent by double strokes of her pencil. 
I believe indeed that few days passed with- 
out serious thoughts on these most important 
subjects, for they were ever uppermost in 
her mind. She always had a peculiar dread 
of death ; and one day said to her mother, 
after telling her of the confident hopes of a 
blessed immortality, which one of her most 
valued female friends had just expressed, 
'* I think I shall all my life long be in bond- 
age through fear of death." Whenever she 
heard of the happy departure of any eminent 
Christian, she seemed almost to envy their 
victory over death, and expressed her fears 
that this would never be her privilege. 

Beside this invaluable treatise of Dr. Dod** 
dridge, there were many other books of a 
devotipjnal kind, which she took delight in 
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reading. She had a large assortznent of 
psalms and hymns, composed or selected by 
various authors; and many of the most 
beautiful in poetry, and excellent in Christian 
sentiment, she had comaiitted to memory. 
Here also, as well as in the books just re- 
ferred to, are found indications of the predo- 
minant feelings and state of her mind. Such 
hymns as set forth the corruption of the 
human heart; the dreadful nature of sin; 
the necessity of holiness ; the forgiveness of 
sin ; and the influences of the Holy Spirit^ 
were those on which she evidently dwelt with 
most interest, as they reogived the mark of 
her pencil. 

If we had no other proofs of the pious 
turn of our beloved daughter's mind than 
those already recorded ; yet these, taken .in 
connection with our intimate acquaintance 
with her Christian habits and tempers ; her 
conscientious discharge of religious duties; 
her reverence of sacred things ; her delight 
in the society of eminent Christians ; and her 
active endeavours to do good among the 
poor, would afford great consolation as to her 
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fresisnt happy sta;^: but; it ought ta excito 
more thankfalness than, at present^ I fear we 
iire capable of manifeating, that we have 
Utoch additional evidence of her being a truly 
Christian character. 

I know not tbat, at a very early age, she 
gave more than ordinary indications of a mind, 
afi^ted by religious truths. She was, a» I 
have observed, vivacious, fond of play, and 
d^ighted with the society of her young 
fiiends : at the same time, she was remark- 
able for her filial affection, and> readiness ta 
make almost any sacrifice to render those 
around her happy. Every opportunity had 
been taken to instil the principles of Christian 
piety into her infant mind : and the first ap- 
pearance of what was wrong wa» carefully 
watched and corrected. On this subject, it 
is only allowed me to say— what I should 
bc^ is common with all Christian parents*— 
that a constant: vigUance was exercised over 
indications of character : serioue things, at 
sitttable timesi were affectionately urged; 
the memory- was^ stored with tbemost impor* 
tant eldneatarf knowledge ; UvtiHf was most 
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imclably atteaded to ; a dite ob^erraiioii of 
the Sabbath was strictly enforced^ thougli 
lendered as cheerful as Uie nature of religioiHi 
duties would admit ; and par^ital authority^ 
though exercised with as light a hand 89 
was practicable, was uniformly maintained* 
These means of forming tbQ infant charactw 
of our beloved daughter, were, at times,, 
watered with our tears, aud constantly se* 
conded by our earnest prayers for a divine 
blessing. And I wish here to record my firm 
persuasion, founded not only on the connec« 
tjon between cause and effect, and the decla- 
rations contained in the scriptures ; but on a 
considerable experience in educating youths 
and a long attention to what is passing in th^ 
reUgious world, that the future life and charac^ 
ter of most persons may be traced to the man« 
ner of their being brought up. I say, most 
penans, for I am aware that this rule, like all 
others, admits of exceptions: but I hate 
scarcely ever had an intimate acquaintance 
with the interior of a family, without being 
able» pretty correctly, to divine in what maQr 
a^ ih9 young inimataa ^f it wqh14 ium QUt 
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The temper and conduct of parental; their 
exercise or neglect of an affectionate, but 
steady authority, — an authority, which was 
never for a moment allowed to be slighted or 
disputed : their vigilant observance, or dis- 
regard of symptoms of character, as they 
gradually shewed themselves : the assiduous 
attention of mothers, to all the little cares 
and wants of their infants t or their surren- 
dering them chiefly to the superintendence of 
others: their solemn, but affectionate in- 
structions, accompanied at times with tears ; 
or their slight inculcation of moral duties, 
and apparent indifference to the manner in 
which they are received : these, and similar 
things, will give an indelible stamp of cha- 
racter, and lay the foundation of future hap- 
piness or misery. No ground pays better 
for cultivating than that of the infant mind, 
both as it respects the quality and quantity 
of firuit ; and it as seldom occurs in the mo- 
ral as in the natural world, that the reason- 
able expectations of a harvest are disap- 
pointed, where proper means had been em- 
ployed to secure it. In a few cases it has hnf^ 
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pened that the soil has been duly prepared, 
the best seed has been sown, and the weeds 
have been carefully cleared away ; and yet 
t!iie labour of the husbandman has been frus- 
trated : the refreshing rains did not fall ; or 
the invigorating rays of the sun were not 
shed; or a mildew, or blight, withered the 
fruit ; but this is the exception, not the cus- 
tomary order of things : the covenant still 
holds good, that ^* there shall be summer 
and winter, seed-time and harvest, while the 
earth remaineth." No man, however, ex- 
pects to reap the fruits of the earth, who has 
neglected the proper seed time ; much less 
does he hope to '^ gather grapes of thorns, 
or figs of thistles." Yet such absurd expec- 
tations are not uufrequently formed in the 
neglect of all moral culture. The ground 
lies fallow; the most pernicious seeds lie 
under its surface; the seed time is utterly 
disregarded ; or if a handful of corn be now 
and then scattered, uo prayers bring down 
the dews of heaven to moisten, nor the beams 
of the Sun of Righteousness to quicken the 
tittle and defective seed that is sown : the 
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weeds are suffered to luxuriate and choke the 
early blade ; and yet— bitter disappointment 
is felt that no crop grows ! and no harvest is 
reaped! I have oftten thought that, if the 
same good sense were shewn in the cul- 
tivation of the infant mind, as the husband- 
man discovers in the management of his 
farm, it would be as rare a thing to see a 
total failure in the former, as in the latter. 
God "honours those who honour him;** — 
and every where it will be seen, that ** tfie 
band of the diligent maketh rich." 

At an early age, my daughter was placed 
in a respectable ladies' school, at Brighton : 
but so strong were her attachments to home, 
that I believe she was far from being happy 
in the new circumstances in which she found 
herself placed. Her agitation, I have since 
learned, on receiving the first letter firom me, 
was so great, that she held it for some tone in 
h£^ hand, as in a state of stupor ; and then 
burst into, a flood of tears. The first un* 
favourable impressions of school were never 
aftervfrajrdscompletels worn away; and though 
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ber excellent goTeraess shewed h«r m«c)i 
lundnessy I fouad the return to Brighton^ after 
eyery yacation, was so painful^that I re- 
moyed her at length to Kensington 8q«iare> 
a much shorter distance from home ; and on 
that, as well as some odier accounts, more 
accordant with our mutual wishes. Chaage 
.«f situatiott, increase of years, and greater 
firmness of sodnd, rendered her future con- 
tinuance at school far less disagreeable than 
k had been before ; but still, her affectiotts 
were so entir^ domestic, that I belieye die 
always considered her absence from home as 
« necessary eyil, which it was her daly to 
beair with ad much fortitude and Composure 
as she, conld acqdre. Had it been as mnch 
a matter of choice, as it was of necessity, I 
belieye that these separations, so painful to 
both parties, would neyer haye taken place : 
bat my own scholastic engagements utterly 
precluded her being kept at home. And it is 
in this way, I presume, that the general 
question, as to the expediency of sending 
daiighters from home, to receiye their ednea* 
tion, usuaiiy reselyes itsel£ It is not so 
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i^Qch an ajfair of comparative adrantages 
•and disadvantages, as it is of imperious cir- 
cnmstances ; and against these it is in vain 
to contend. 

It was to the pions and affectionate, but 
^rm and pradent management of her excel- 
lent governess, that I attribute, under God, 
much of the character for which she was 
afterwiurds distinguished. Early impressions 
of the best nature had undoubtedly been pre- 
viously made ; and the good seed had taken 
some root; but as yet nothing decisive of 
character had taken place. The mind was 
iBexible; evil tendencies were strong; and 
pious habits were yet unformed. Much de- 
pended on the individnal to whom she mast 
now look, not only for instruction, but ex- 
ample, whether her previous impressions 

: should be deepened and become permanent ; 
or whether they should be entirely effaced : 
whether the seed should produce fruit ; or be 
choked with weeds : and happy was it, both 
for our beloved daughter and ourselves, that 
we had not mistaken the character to whom 

< we had intrusted her education. The in- 
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stnictions of her early infancy were ably 
seconded ; and an example as amiable as it 
was correct ; and as prudent as it was Chris- 
tian, was constantly before her. The result 
was such as might have been anticipated : 
the suitable means had been employed , in 
hope of God's blessing upon them, and that 
blessing was abundantly bestowed. Our 
dear daughter was at length restored to the 
bosom of her family, to our mutual joy, not 
only with a mind well stored with the most 
useful and ornamental elementary knowledge, 
' which was a matter of great importance ; 
but, what was paramount to every thing else, 
with a heart duly affected towards God, and 
religious tru'th ; prepared to advance to higher 
attainments in the divine life, and ready to 
take an active part in promoting what ever 
might bring glory to God, or good to man. 

It affords me a high gratification to add, 
that a mutual esteem and affection ever after- 
wards subsisted between my beloved daughter 
and Mrs. Bowden (for this was the name which 
her governess, Miss Hance, afterwards acquir- 
ed by marriage) ; and a correspondence was 
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kept up between diem to the last : nor was it 
a little affecting to us^ that, after more than a 
yearns interruption to their letters, one from 
Mrs. Bowden, written, it should seem, about 
the time when the spirit of my dear daughter 
was quitting its earthly tenement, arrived at 
Chobham, when she lay a corpse in her 
chamber. H<»r mother and myself, had, that 
morning, been talking over the events of her 
life ; and endeavouring to fix on the particular 
periods of it, when her mind seemed to have 
received its strongest impressions of religious 
truth, and the most decided bias to a Chris- 
tian course: and we dwelt, with peculiar 
thankfulness, on that portion of her time 
which she had spent with this lady. At the 
reception of this letter I need not say, that 
the fountain of our tears was again opened. 
We said to each other, O, how delighted 
Vrould our dear daughter have been, had she 
been permitted to receive this renewed token 
of the affectionate remembrance of one, 
whom she never thought of, but with the 
kindest recollections ; and never mentioned, 
but wiih the greatest respect la one part of 
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lihiii interesting letter, Mrs. Bowden obsenres, 

' ** Our knowledge of each other is a link in 
Providence, connected with so many others, 
that a very long chain will appear, in eternity, 
to have depended on what, at the moment, 
was considered in the common course of our 
movements." This beautiful sentiment was 
true to an extent of which the amiable writer 
had no idea, at the time of expressing it ; for 
the seal of eternity was about to be fixed on 
an immortal bieing, whose destiny, humstnly 

' speaking, she had a principal hand in fixing ! 
O what a fact, for the consideration of all 
who are intrusted with the education of 

- youth ! 

I could not avoid thus associating with 
ifais tribute of parental affection to my be- 
loved daughter, a name that was so justly 
dear to her, and who had so intimate a con- 
cern, in every thing which related to her pre- 
sent and future well-being. 

Having brought my own scholastic 

' engagements nearly to a close, I may, I 
trust, without presumption, say a word 
on the importance of character and conduct 
in those, who have the care of youth. 
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A considerable portion of knowledge is^ of 
coarse, indispensable; and an exterior dis- 
portmenty corresponding with the manners #f 
the times, is not without its yalue. But thecB 
«re many qualities, requisite for the discharge 
of this important office, of a higher order 
than these; and which are neither always 
possessed by those who excel in the former ; 
nor looked for by those who are in search #f 
a suitable instructor and guardian for their 
children. One of these qualities is a quick 
perception of character : a penetraticm that 
discovers, at a glance, the motives of action : 
H mind that connects the apparently triyial 
and generally unheeded incidents of the day» 
with goreming principles ; and ascertains the 
moral health or malady of the pupil, by cer- 
tain minute, but prevailing tendencies. Some 
characters, it is true, are so distinctly marked, 
that a very cursory observer cannot mistake 
them: but there are others of which it is hard 
to say what is the ruling passion ; or y^rhot di- 
rection it may eventually take : and yet upon 
the timely discovery of this, may depend the 
most important and permanent results. An 
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enroneoug o^Mnioii of the iadiyidiial^ or an 
improper treatment of his case, may lead to 
the most pernicious consequences: and it 
often requires a peculiar tact, which may be 
more easily conceived than described, to 
make the correct and seasonable discovery. 

Another indispensable requisite in a tutor 
is, great firmness of mind, to enable him to 
adhere to prudent plans and fixed principles^ 
without regarding apparent consequences* 
Few things require greater fortitude than an 
inflexible adherence to what had been pre- 
viously determined to be proper : and yet» on 
this perseverance, the authority ai^d itQspect^ 
which are essential to the proper management 
9f a school, mainly rest. The capriciousness 
of parents vnll be ever suggesting something 
fresh ; novelty is agreeable to the fickleness 
of youth ; unexpected incidents render the 
customary course inconvenient; and perpe- 
tual inducements to depart from the system, 
which the most satisfactory reasons had sug- 
gested, present themselves : but the moment 
a tutor begins to waver in his purpose, mii^- 
chief will ensue; his plans will be over« 
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turned, and confusion, as well as contempt of 
authority must be the result. 

Nearly allied to this quality, is an impar- 
tial and even-handed treatment of all the 
individuals in his establishment. Temper, 
agreeableness of manners, station in life, 
talents, attainments, will each, in its turn, put 
in its claim for distinction ; and induce, if 
not carefully guarded against, a system of 
favouritism, than which few things can be 
more prejudicial to the minds of youth. 
Jealousy of the favoured pupil ; disgust of 
the tutor for his weakness and injustice ; and 
dissatisfaction with the whole system must 
necessarily follow. It is impossible indeed 
to feel equal respect and affection for every 
one, however differing in disposition and di- 
ligence ; but a prudent person will conceal, 
as much as possible, his preference : and if at 
any time, it he proper to shew it, he will take 
care to make it manifest that it is grounded 
on proprit^ty ; and is not the result of caprice 
or injustice. 

The greatest prudence is necessary in 
communicating religious instruction. It is 
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much easier to excite disgust in the juTenile 
mind against the leading truths of the gospel, 
than to open the heart for their reception. 
The natural tendencies, it should be remem- 
bered, are hostile to them, because they lay 
a restraint on the passions, and counteract 
their pursuit of pleasure. Every thing, 
therefore, should be cautiously avoided, 
which could even remotely tend to augment 
this prejudice. No unnecessary restrictions 
should be imposed : there should be no un- 
seasonable interruption of indifferent amuse- 
ments : no harsh censures on a course of 
conduct in others, which may not perhaps be 
strictly correct, but the evil of which is not 
obvious, and which their previous bringing up 
has not prepared them to think improper. 
Care should be taken that nothing in the 
manners of the tutor should convey an idea 
of gloom or moroseness ; for all that is re- 
pulsive in him, will be immediately transferred 
to his religion. An extreme anxiety to se« 
the fruit of our pious labours, may, if not 
guarded against, induce a habit of continual 
admonition, which never fails to excite irri* 
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taiiQQ apd disgust in the pupil. Some excel - 
V^ j: tiQjtors protract^ to an undue length, their 
diBTOtional exercises ; and thus, not only ex- 
baujit the attention of those, who are well 
affected towards religion ; but prevent any at- 
tentioD at all in those that are indifferent 
about it ; and disgust in such as are ill affected 

• 

towards it : whibt, on the other hand^ some- 
thing brief and pointed in the exposition of 
the Scriptures; and short and fervent in 
prayer, would, in all probability, deeply in- 
ti3r09t the first; gain Uie attention of the 
IK^ond, and divest the other of his prejudices. 
In censuring faults too, extreme care is 
necessary, lest we confirm Uie very vices WQ 
wish to correct. The first object should be 
to gain the confidence of the individual, on 
whose conduct we have occasion to animad- 
vert : and this may oftentimes be secured, by 
commencing with commendation of what b 
really laudable in him. He thus, at once 
perceives that his faults have not blinded us 
%Q his better qualities ; and he is put into a. 
proper temper to receive our admonition. 
Where unhappy prejudices are formed a* 
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gainst the important peculiarities of th^ gos^ 
pel; the proper method of treating them h by 
mildhess and conciliation ; and the introduc* 
tion of right sentiments, when the mind is 
least on its guard, and incapable of throwing 
itself into the attitude of defence. The best 
way of rooting out prejudices, is to get hold 
of the affections ; and when they are properly 
excited, to ply them witii right principles : 
and I believe it may be laid down as an in- 
variable maxim, that prejudices may be un- 
dermined, but never stormed. 

I will only add, in conclusion, that in tiie 
infiiction of punishment, the tutor must never 
forget the respect which is due to himself. 
Corporal chastisement is seldom exercised 
wiUiout increasing the irritation of the tutor, 
as well as the resentment of the pupil ; and 
should tiierefore never be resorted to, but in 
very extraordinary emergencies. Where 
vices are malignant and inveterate, there is 
no alternative. Be the rank or station of the 
individual what it may, the sacrifice must be 
niade ; and tiie danger of infectibn be pre- 
cluded, by the removld of the lioxlous chk- 
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racter. Should- it be urged against this dc- 
cisire measure, that we thus cut off the un»^ 
happy youth from any chance of reformation ; 
it may be replied, that the only hope of 
amendment in him, is in his being placed 
alone, with some judicious person, who vnU 
give him his undivided attention: — but be 
this as it may, the tutor has no alternative : 
the excision must be made. He has other 
pupils ; and these must not be exposed to the 
danger of infection. He has no right to 
make experiments in the reformation of the 
profligate, when the consequence of failure 
may fall on those, who were conunitted to his 
charge, under the persuasion that no such 
dangerous experiments would ever be made. 

About the time of my beloved daughter's 
leaving Kensington-Square, she was of a pro- 
per age to receive confirmation ; and as sooo: 
as an opportunity occurred, I directed her 
attention to the due preparation for it. Her 
mind was already stored with much religious 
knowledge ; her tempers, habits, and general 
eonduct indicated that she was under the 
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mfloence of Christian piiaciples ; and it was 
^enrable that, by her awn act, she should 
make a solemn surrender of herself to Got, 
and publicly devote herself to his service. 
I have every reason to believe that this was 
to her, as I well remember it was to myself, 
when nearly of the same age, one of the 
most important events oi her life. She was 
. diligent in the use of means for a suitable 
preparation for it, and was much impressed 
wi& liie solemnity of the ceremony ; nor can 
I doubt that the blessing of God attended the 
performance of it. 

It is matter of deep regret that an ordi- 
nance of religion, so apostolic and venerable 
in its institution ; and so admirably adapted 
to awaken serious reflection in youth ; and to 
fix their volatile thoughts on subjects of in- 
finite moment, should be so generally neg- 
lected, or so carelessly performed. The ut- 
ter disregard of the great mass of professing 
Christians of the obligations of the baptismal 
covenant, is too painful a fact for a refleeting 
mind to 4lweli upon. Infants are frequently 
brought to the sacramental font, and there 
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•dlemnly pledged to the senrice of God» widb- 
out the most digtant intention^ on the part of 
their parents or sponsors, to impart any valita- 
ble religious knowledge ; or to watch over tfamr 
principles and conduct ; or to urge them, at a 
responsible age, to take upon themselves thd 
obligations of the baptismal covenant, by a 
solemn devoting of themselves to God in die 
ordinance of confirmation. In the case of 
the truly Christian members of our chureh, 
•bow great is the contrast! After years of 
constant religious instruction, and most affec- 
tionate attempts to impress the youthful nttiid 
with all that it concerns them to know, and 
become ; they hail the season of confirmtf- 
tion, as affording them a fresh and most sel^ 
sonable opportunity of urging upon than, witli 
redoubled earnestness and effect, the great 
truths of the gospel i and engaging them, as 
it were, in a sacred covenant, to cleave ste4- 
fastly to God, to the end of their life. Itb 
to this holy ordinance, that many of the moat 
excellent of the earth have ascribed ifas 
-scommencenient of their steady and untfiwn 
Christian course* It became a sort of starl- 
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log point. They kad l<Hig inte&ded to be 
ligioQS ; and had fixed on yarious periods for 
setting out in earnest ; but alas ! when these 
arrivedy other objects had taken possessicm 
of their affections, and the important concern 
was still postponed to a " a more convenient 
season." But the call to a preparation for 
confirmation, arrested their attention ; fixed 
their volatile thoughts; exoited serious re- 
flection ; put an- end to all procrastination ; 
det^nnined them to? take the side of God ; 
shewed them the necessity of a renewed 
mind ; induced tbem to seek for aid at a throne 
of grace ; and finally effected that change of 
heart and life, which rendered them, in their 
day and generation, blessings to the worlds 
^d issued in their own everlasting happiness* 

As soon as my beloved daughter had 
been confirmed, her attention was directed to 
the Lord's Supper ; and this gave occasion 
to increased seriousness and self-examina- 
tion. Suitable instructions were given, aud 
appropriate books put into her hands;— and 
I teve the most satisfactory ev|deiice» tb<^ 
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dHs ordiiiftnee was excee^ngly blessed to 
her religious imfnrovement. I cannot easily 
forget the emotion I felt when I first pre- 
cfented my beloved child with the sacred ele- 
nents ; nor the tears which flowed down her 
eheeksy when she received, into her trembling 
fiand, the memorials of the Saviour's dying 
love. I know she felt that her *' sins 
were grievous, and tihe burden of them in- 
tolerable : '^ I know she had no other hope 
fttat they would be pardoned, but througb 
** the blood of the cross ; " and I have not 
^e least doubt that it was her most earnest 
prayer, as it was mine, that she might be 
** one with Christ and Christ with her ; " that 
tike nright be strengthened and enabled to 
run the Christian course. And I may here 
observe that, at no future time, did I ad- 
Biinister the sacrament to her, without ob- 
ilerving in her the greatest seriousness and 
solemnity : and had she not told me, with 
the deepest grief in her last illness, that she 
liad once or twice attended this holy insti- 
tution without due preparation, I should hate 
doncliid^ that no individual had approached 
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the table at all tiHieSy widi deeper eoatiitioii 
for sin ; nor with more earnest desires for an 
i&crease of grace; nor with a more fixed 
determination to seek after holiness, than 
herself. I never remember seeing her at the 
Lord's table without manifest emotions of 
mind ; and seldom, without tears. So great 
Was her humility, and such the oyerwhelming 
sense she felt of her utter unworthiness to 
partake of '^ these holy mysteries," and ex- 
alted privileges, that I believe the sentiment 
of awe usually predominated on these oc^ 
(sasions : but she would not be the less ac* 
ceptable to the compassionate Saviour, be^ 
cause ilhe felt herself '' unworthy even to 
gather up the crumbs which fall under his 
table ; " and because, she *' looked upon 
him whom she had pierced, and mourned 
biscanse of him : " If '* to this man G-od 
looks, who is of a humble and contrite hearty 
atid that trembles at his word," then was my 
dear daughter always an acceptable guest at 
that holy table; and departed from it, m 
pbssession of the sacramental blessing* 

p 8 
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And here I cannot help remarking, bow 
admirably the institutions of our church are 
adapted to keep up, in succession, the pro- 
per Christian feeling; and to promote our 
" growth in grace, and the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ/' At the 
commencement of life, we are set apart for 
the worship and service of God, and made 
partakers of the blessed privileges of the 
Christian covenant, by an ordinance, at once 
the most simple, significant, and solemn. 
Every thing, which piety or prudence could 
suggest, to make the first and best impres- 
sions, and to secure the most early attentioa 
to the '^ One thing needful," is done for ua 
in baptism. As soon as it is supposed that 
the mind is properly stored with Christian 
knowledge, and the heart duly influenced by 
spiritual principles, and the habits formed 
for holy living, we are invited to make a 
public profession of our faith in Jesus Christ, 
and to seek an increased portion of the in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit, by earnest pray- 
er, and the primitive custom of <' laying on 
of hands/' that we may ** continue Christ's 
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fcidiful sOldWr« and ^enrants, to out life's 
«nd/' We are next called upon to hincl Qins . 
»eive8> by the most affecting a^d sacv^ 
tokens, to perpetual fidelity to our " Lor4 
and Master;" and to enter into the most int 
timate' union and fellowship with hiin, hj 
pMTtaking of elements, which represent due 
body that was crucified, and the blood whi^ 
was shed for our eternal salyation. And iy 
evder to keep up a perpetual memory of the^^ 
laeslimable blessing, exalted privileges, and 
folemn obligations, we are required^ froi^ 
tune to time, to repesA the sacred eeremonj, 
whidi m pregnant with such affecting eonr 
adorations, and ben^cial results. Nor ca^ 
I entertain a reasonable doubt that my h%- 
JoYed daughter reaped a rich harvest froflu 
these insttttttions. I know they awaked 
her attention, from time to time, to the most 
important concerns ; and served to keep alive 
ihoae Christian feelings, which are essential 
to our happiness ia both worlds ; and which, 
without these means of gr9^oe, would have 
been in danger of lang^hiag^ if i^ot ^ utteir 
extinction. 

F 4 
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Bavitig brought the account of my dear 
daughter to that period of her life, when she 
became a constant inmate of our family; 
ha^nng her religious principles in some degree 
fixed, and her character formed ; she may 
now be considered as our confidental associ- 
Ete> and the companion of all our social en- 
joyinents and pleasures. It has been our 
Custom^ for several years> to relieve the 
monotony of scholastic employments, as 
well as to relax the mind and refresh the 
spirits, to make an excursion, during two or 
three weeks in the summer, to some new 
scene. The first, in which our dear daughter 
accompanied us, was to Matlock. The an- 
ticipation of this pleasure had long afforded 
us an agreeable subject of conversation; 
and seemed to beguile the tedium which is 
apt to attend the customary routine of duty. 
It appears to me to be matter of thankfulness 
that Providence has placed, within our reach, 
so many simple and natural remedies against 
wearisomeness and exhaustion. The recol- 
lections of past events, the little incidents of 
every returning day, and plans for future en- 
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gftgemeiiU» furuah aa almoat inifiDite rarity 
fbrx^onyersatioa; and ought to be reckoned 
amoag the many proofs pf the Divine good- 
liessy by which we are enabled daily to renew 
owr strength, and cheerfully to discharge the 
kuportant duties of life. There is neither 
philosophy nor religion in despising little 
things. Life is, in a great measure, made up 
of them ; and it is only on great occasions;, 
that extraordinary talents and attainments 
are called into action.. Those therefore, who 
refuse to take a part in conversation, unless 
some subject of importance be under discus- 
sion, act an unnatural, as well as an unsocial 
part; and exclude themselves from one of 
the cheapest and most abundant sources of 
rational enjoyment. 

Various incidents occurred, on our way 
tQ Matlock, which were interesting to our- 
selves, particularly as it led us through the 
neighbourhood in which the greater part of 
my owa youth had been spent; but as Mat- 
look was the chief point of our destination^ 
so. it was also the spot which excited ia h^ 
thechiaf interest. On. pur arrival, in the cool 
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Oivc Qut^of-door pfeasures were iotenrtipted 
by Qne or two wet days ; but they did no^ 
fuevent my dear Hannah from enjoying plea,^ 
pwres of another kind. She had made, at M^i* 
l»ck^afcwnewacqnaintapce3,andihethang;ht 
ijkw fric^ship worth eultirating, by drawiiiy 
9Mftr«v to then in social intercourse. Her 
%prQ6abW eoQYersational talent, joined with 
heir unajasuming and unaffected manners, ^d 
htf readiness to fall in with their own way of 
amusing themselYes, soon rendered her a £bl- 
Yourite with the party; and I believe th^ 
UuHtiiig esteem of one or two pious and ei^«» 
eoUent ladies was the result of this acoiden- 
Ui acquaintance. It was one of the happy 
pcicutiarities of my dear daughter's mi^^, to 
4uU pleasure from whatever she came in 
oantact. Almost every thing has a dark 
wd a bright side ; — and while some possess 
an unhappy ingenuity in discovering some 
g^ou^d for repining under the most enviably 
fiiroumstances; she could generally find some 
cause tor cheerfulness in those that were by 
la means, inviting* Disaf^intment never 
IMld^r^d her sullen and unconversable. The 
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wetness of a day, which thwarted a favourite 
plan, never discomposed her : she would join 
indeed with-her friends and say " whatadia, 
agreeable day it is ! " but she never suffered 
ike day to make her disagreeeble ; she wonld, 
on the contrary, rather summon all her powers 
to disperse the gloom it seemed to bring along 
with it, by being more than ordinarily cheer- 
ful in herself. I am aware indeed th^t these 
are minute things ; but still they are charac-* 
teristic ; and I trust I may be indulged a little, 
if, with a heart still bleeding at the loss of 
this beloved daughter, I linger on those excel- 
lencies of her disposition that made her so 
dear to ourselves. 

One of the objects I had in view, in this 
summer excursion, was to pay a visit to some 
of those places, which had been the scene of 
my juvenile pleasures, and early education : 
and it singularly fell out that, on the first Sun- 
day of my absence from home, I preached in 
the Church of my native village, in Notting- 
hamshire ; on the second, in the place where 
I spent the most years of my scholastic edu« 
cation^ in Derbyshire ; and the thirds in th^ 
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of the e?eniQgy at the sfuuinit q{ the l^ll, 
which commands an extensive view oyer 
this romantic place, I shall not soon forget 
what amazement seized my beloved daughter 
at the scene before her. The precipitous ide- 
scent, down which the carriage had to pass, 
seemed greatly to alarm her. The stupen- 
^dous rocks, which projected their bold and 
barren fronts, which ever way she looked, 
presented such an aspect of terrific grandeur, 
as she had never before bel^eld ; and filled 
her with such awe, as prevented her at first 
admiring, in other parts, the beautiful sides of 
the lofty hills, which are covered with a 
variety of trees and shrubs, and are washed, 
at their base, by the streams of the Derwent, 
softening and adorning the scenery with in- 
describable beauty. When she recovered 
from the first impression, and had safely 
'passed the frightful descent, her mind was 
exceedingly elated with the sublime and 
enchanting scenery around her; and she 
hastened firom one spot of beauty to another, 
without, for the present, resting upon any, as 
if incapable of satiating her eager curioaity 
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fttidnronderingeyes. Hitherto disease bad 
iiiade ho inroads on our beloyed child's con- 
(ititution: Her cheeks were flushed wilii 
health ; her limbs were elastic and pliant : 
tad her ardent mind was at its height of Ti- 
goor. She ascended the steepest hills with 
agility, and looked upon her more sedate and 
canfious fellow adventurers, as they slowly 
mounted the acclivity, with exultation and 
triumph. " The Heights of Abraham** were 
scaled again and again ; and she was alwayii 
the ready companion of every fresh fneiid> 
who needed a guide and an encourager to en- 
counter those difficulties, which she had so of- 
ten overcome. Her taste for what was grand 
land beautiful in nature was exquisite ; and 
few manifested greater delight than she did, ill 
whatever presented itself under this aspect. 
But she did not satisfy herself with merely 
beholding nature in her sublimity : she de- 
scended also with no ordinary pleasure to eif- 
amine her more minute and microscopic woif- 
ders ; and she was ever viewing, with adnu- 
raiion, the almost endless variety of mineral 
and fossile curiosities, with which this roman- 
tic place abounds. 
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lipSy and the emotions of my heart, been no- 
ticed by any one, I must have appeared to him 
as an extraordinary stranger. 

On the Sunday then, I repaired with my 
wife and daughter again to Ashoyer; and 
there entered the church, under impression^ 
which it is impossible to forget. I had^ to 
proceed to the reading desk (for I requested 
diat I might perform the whole duty) through 
the pew, in which I had sat more than thir^jr 
years ago, eagerly listening to the extra- 
ordinary sermons delivered by my late re- 
yered Tutor. I say, extraordinary;— for 
diere was in them a mixture of vehement 
zeal; simple eloquence; bold declamation 
against vice ; awful warning of the conse- 
quences of rejecting the Saviour ; and fear^ 
less courage in delivering his message, — al- 
most approaching at times to daring the ene- 
mies of truth, and yet accompanied with 
siich tenderness towards those, who disco- 
vered the least desire to be reconciled to 
God, and to embrace the salvation which is 
by faith in Christ Jesus, as I do not remem- 
ber to hi^ve since heard. On passiAg into 
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the desk, I 6ast my eyes round the sacred 
edifice:^— I recognized several faces, that 
still bore a resemblance to what they were 
more than thirty years before, but who had 
now adyanced from manhood to the vale of 
life ; — others, whom I had known when boys, 
but who had now passed, like myself, the 
prime of their days ; but a still larger portion 
of the audience were entirely unknown to me ; 
whilst I perceived the absence of numbers, 
who had gone to give an account of them- 
selves at that tribunalf to which my worthy 
Tutor had so often challenged them, — for I 
looked in vain for them, in the pews where I 
had been accustomed once to see them. The 
very walls of the church were calculated 
to awaken the most affecting recollec- 
tions:— for on them, were still extant and 
prominent, several passages of Scripture, 
written in large roman characters, with my 
own hand, and with the initials of my name, 
and the date of the year, at the comer of them. 
There I read, in letters of exti-aordinary size, 
— " Prepare to meet thy God."— in another 
part, *' Forget not the assembling of youc^ 



jmItbb tagBdier as the noaaam^ of eomd is; «-^ 
iMidL 90 sMiGh iheniMre as ye see ihe day 
/«|iproacbiQg."-^And over oae of tbe doptti^ 
^* Consider wbat bas been said; Mid vib^ 
JjOTd gwe tbee uDderstandiiig in all Itogs: " 
fpr being a better penman than most of mj 
<M^ool-fdilows, my excellent Tutor bad e«^ 
ployod me in tbis somewbat boiwI »wayef 
jd^ooratiiig tbe eburcb. It will not be ^o&- 
d^ed tben, if, under sHcb circumstances, mf 
X^ieliilgs were wrougbt to a ^omewbai Jbigber 
l^lcb than ordinaiy ; and tbat, as I addressed 
fny eongregation only from notes, I took 
a<h^.atftage of tbese circumstances ; and spoke 
wifli sucb an effect as tbey migbt be exr 
Ipected to occasion. Wben I stated jto tbe 
xxMigregation, tbat it was witbin tbose sacred 
f^ralls, tbat my own beart bad been most 
powerfully impressed witb tbe importance of 
ibe trutbsy whicb I bad just been stating); 
jMid tbat, thougb 4iiere were many tbings 
.wbicfa I badj at that early period of my life, 
.esAiraced as valuable and true, wbicb I bad 
lunce seen reason to reject as useless or 
•ipieraicious, every supceeding year bad deep- 



ened iiiy eoiiTiclioa oi the infinite yalue of 
what I had tiiore imbibed ; and would (xhi* 
tinue to do so, I had no dovbt, till I found 
thieir impoitance stamped with the seal of 
eternity :— When I alluded to the excettent 
man, from whom I had learned those truths ; 
and reminded some, who then heard me, of 
his inde£EUigable zeal in inculcating themi 
and the incessant labour with which he had 
endeayoured to bring them to the knowledge 
of ^the truth, and into the way of salvation ;— 
and that he had already entered into his 
reward, as a faithful ambassador of Jesus 
Christ; and would appear as " a swift witnessi? 
against those who continued to disregard die 
message he had delivered : — when I alluded 
to the many, whom I had known among 
them, but who had now given an account to 
God of the things done in the body :— when 
J. appealed to those who were now on the 
verge of eternity, but who, at that time, wer^ 
in the prime of manhood ; and inquired what 
effect the truths he had taught had produced 
pn their heart and conduct: — and addressed 
Jt)oth young and old, rich and poor» witli 
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tiie greatest plainness and affection ; --the 
wbole congregation appeared to be.dissohred 
in tears ; and I trust anolher day will shew 
tliat our mutual feelings did not transpire 
with the occasion. God g^nt I may meet 
many of them, with their late revered Mi- 
nister, when the Saviour shall enter in tri- 
umph^ with the muititode of his Redeemed, 
into his everlasting kingdom ! 

My personal obligations to this excellent 
man, make me desirous of discharging a 
debt of gratitude ; not can I do this, in a 
way more consonant with my feelings, than 
liy embalming his menliOi^ in this tribute of 
afibction to my beloved daughter. When 
Mr. Cursham accepted the curacy of Ash- 
over, his views of religion were very different 
from what they becataie after two or three 
years residence in that place. There never 
was a time, from the commencement of his 
ministry, when he was not most strictly con- 
scientious in the discharge of his pastoral 
duties ; and he laboured, with great accep- 
tableness and success, in reforming gross 
immoralities^ and open disregard of religious 
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duties, both at Blidworth, io Nottingham* 
shirei. where he first entered on his ministry i 
and at Satton*in-Ashfield^, in the same 
county, to which he next removed. At 
Ashover also, his first labours were equidly 
successful; and many careless and profligate 
characters were awakened to a sense of the 
importance of religion. His views, how* 
ever, of the peculiar doctrines of Christianity 
were hitherto very obscure } or rather, as he 
Idmself . considered^ and often acknowledged 
them, essentially erroneous. He had plain 
Bed an excellent system of morals; but he 
(lad not placed, as the center of it, the Sun 
of Righteousness ; and consequently there 
was nothing to fix and retain the characters 
hereformed in their right orbit; or to waim, 
and animate, and fructify them. He saw no 
'^ unsearchable riches in Christ," and there- 
fore/ he did not preach them : he felt no 
** constraining love " of him ; and therefore 
he did not communicate the feeling to others. 
He was, however^ perfectly honest in teachr 
ing others as much as he knew himself; and 
I believe few ever more faithfully denounced 
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This change of sentiment 
Mtrompanied with an ardour of feeling, 
I some degree corresponding with the mag- 
nitude and importance of the truths he had 
teoently been taught; and under the strong 
iilaence of this new impetus, he was some- 
telei carried beyond Ibe limits^ wliich a cold 



iiid calculating prodenoe wbuldhaV^ 
scrifoied. Nor do I intend to justify all lus 
measures. I wdil recollect many things^ 
whicli were hx firom being discreet, and 
which were calculated to excite a strong 
prejudice against him : and I the move 
readily pass this opinion on part of the con- 
duct of an individual, whose memory I shall 
ever revere, because more than once after- 
wards, I heard him express his regret on 
account of these imprudences. Bat it re- 
quires no great knowledge of human nature 
to learn, with what difficulty strong impre9- 
sions are kept within due bounds. Whilst 
under their full influence, we can think and 
speiedc of nothing but the favourite topici 
(thd all other objects seem, for a season, tb 
be banished out of creation. Just allowance 
6ugfat> therefore, to be made for the common 
defects of our nature ; and whilst too many 
of us are grievously erring on the side of 
deficiency in zeal> we ought not to visits 
witli unmeasured censure, that of excess.' 
The effect however, ; of this change of sentK'. 
ittoQt'waS' Biosl marked^^.bofth in himself-and 

6 a 
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Ua pamL A itrong iiit^est w^ also ex* 
oited in the netghbowriog villages ;. aadi his 
^urch became ex^eediagly crowded, iiot 
iosfy with his own parishiooers, but with 
liMMe who came out of cariosity or from 
better motives, from other places. A few of 
dK more opulent part of his charge became 
offended, both at his doctrines, his vehement 
fluuiner of enforcing them, and the incon^ 
venience they were subject to, when they 
occasionally attended church, from, their 
pews being pre-occi^pied by others, who had 
taken possession of them, because they had 
l^nerally found them empty. These stirred 
op a violent opposition; representations 
were made to the Rector and the Bishop of 
the diocese; and, eventually, Mr. Cursham 
was removed from his curacy. At the time 
this took place, I was a pi^il of this zealous 
mniister; was deeply impressed \^ith the 
truths he incakated, and considered every 
thing be said and did to be exactly right aad 
proper. The effect of time and experienpe, 
npoB my own mind, has-been to confirm jay 
Informer ofnmoM of the truth and impojrtance 
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^of 'ius^^MHaes; to leaid m^ to apfd«iit4 ^bA 
.wkdfkru6^:td his <6xc^IeBt measufeis; bft 
/to t^gtvt' that, in sotne otjier respects, thiis 
n^xcvUiMt nuBister ^d not act with due di#- 
'VfretioB. Som^^ his proceediBgs afford^ 
iy«t t6o yjB^t gromid i»f complaint; luid tl^ 
-vftoli^ of die dppofiiidoii he met with> QHgbt 
«lMt%D be charged to the s<^ore of teUgioB; - 

I wcmid take this opportunity of Hiding 
'^piM eTBry zealons advocate of thiB peduUar 
'IHitkiiDf the gospd, the necessity bf cauti.e9» 
-\e(k by vniy indiscretioh of theirs> they excite 
^IMMjidess«ty prejudice. It ii» of the faMit 
'^tepintaaee deadly to dMngOish bet^w^n 
^^ftet U iMwMta^ «bd what may be 4AUy 
^'^iiffpeiiiM. in Ibe fcNlner^ Hb comproome 
-«i«n 'lloitibly be madev The ttiitfa^ \m, -^ 
^^dltfiMiak spirit, and in its jnst prepoHiMly 
'MiMi- be ddtvtered, feakfei^s of all ^ooiia^ 
*4|i»Mee». Sat ther^ is mnch scope for dn^ln 
'temtidi, 'as to tite extent to which imftw^k^ 
-Hi^^y ought to be pished, A minister «M(f 
dtsdiatg^Us own ooMcience, and his Soijk 
*mkfh% sat«d, ^thout adopting them at tfl; 
mUHliitbiiMAneii aaiipplaiitfei^B ef IdWmiMI^ 
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dkfjM he mirodmeM. Takeabyi 
Ifc* ifte^lMm U decided «t oaee ; tat. 
Ml tlietr aeceMauy cmnedi 
Ihuifff, IWt reqnre a fovid ji 
4ciennuie dbdr ezpedieacj. The 
expeded saj be pardiued «ft too U^ a 
priee; saddKpriee fkovid be aseertaaad^ 
io hU Ittll exteatybefefe aay experoMHlbe 
node. If tome good aea hsd purioily 
ealeiilaied the degree of inililioB, aad Ike 
pofty spirit which a chaage ia laodes of aiag- 
iag, or in the araal renioa of the PsataHy 
or liiaes of perfimmag dtriae eemoe, or 
other innomtioBs oa loag eeteblished caa- 
iOBM, were likely to produce, diej woaid 
liftre hetitoted before they adopted the oh- 
aoKioqs meaaiire ; and at least waited till a 
fiur oppor tuai ty had occnrved of aiakiag Ihe 
alteratioD, with the least possible Tiolenoe to 
fanreterate pngodices. Rashness, ia these 
TespectSy has freqneatly excited strong op- 
position ; and sometimes led to the remo^ 
of iralaable men from important statioas, 
tbianch eases^ it is anjost tD attach diesiB 




;<i90i8equeiiee8 to a fiuibfol discharge of paa^ 

>|Qra{ dtttieB> they ought rather to be ascribed 

^Id-a want of judgment^ and an ill disci- 

^plhied mind» in the individual who forced his 

IneamireSy and could brook no opposition to 

his plans* I say nothing of those measures, 

^M^ch some would adopt, in direct opposition 

'.to^e usages and discipline of the church to 

which they belong ; because.it seems to be a 

violation of the principles of common honesty^ 

to trample upon the regulations to which 

they had yoluntarily bound themselves. No 

aiati cam have received a dispensation 

io set at nought his own vows, as well 

us Ihe decent order, which the wisdom and 

. piety of the best of men had prescribed : 

and when, after haying done this, he charges 

. diose, whose duty it is to guard the institu*- 

IftOQSof the church against innovation, with 

vpersecutionfor righteousness' sake, for. hav« 

•ng discountenanced his irregularities ; and ap^ 

peals to the public on the hardship of his case, 

1 he merits any thing rather than that christian 

liympathy to wluch he lays claim, and which 

fae^is §QOftetuiies fortunate enough to Qbtain. 
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Witk sisgard Id Bfr. CiTMhim, I baj 
add« that he was a nan of a br^ and bene- 
Toleiit siiid ; aad when an ol^eci prescnied 
;itoelf, which waa obyioo^y good^ he waa ^o 
vice calculator of the ftacrifiees he mif^be 
nquired to make ia accoHi|diihiiig it; bat^ 
«f at all practicable, he ianiediately set him- 
a^ to work ; and often a^lneved his point, 
b^re others would have settled the preyioaa 
question whether, all tilings considered^ the 
attempt were feasiUe. 

Soon after Mr. Cursham's remoTal horn. 
Ashoyer, he was presented to tiie living of 
Aanesly^ in Nottin^hamslure ; and after, a 
life of more exteDsiye usefulness than or^ 
dinaiily falls to the lot c^ clergymen, in simi- 
lar situations, and leaving behind him. a 
naaie, which will long be held in veneratioo, 
ftr beyond the circle in which he immedi- 
ataly moved, he died at Sutton-in-Ashfifdd, 
abont twenty years ago. — *' The memory of 
the just shall be blessed." 

But it ii more than time that I return 
5dipeaaion. 
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excursion ^^ atCeA'ded widr so 
'many occurrences that were novel to mjr 
^ear Hannahy and afibrded 86 many occa- 
sions of displaying tiie diffent traits of her 
character, that I feel a strong temptation to 
dl^ell npon Ihem more at large ; but I fear 
it taoiay be bought that I have already in- 
dulged sufficiently long in this strain of 
feefing; I ivill therefore forbear. 

Having interspersed this slight outline 6f 
my dear daughter's early life and education^ 
with such remarks as appear to me important 
in the training up of children, and recorded 
a few of the most important and interestii^ 
events of her life, L wish to add a few par* 
tieulaiB of her doinestic, social, and general 
conduct. 

It will be inferred from what has been 
said of her cheerful'and selMenying temper, 
that she would be a favourite in all parties: : 
and I can truly say that, so essential watf 
h^ presence to all the enjoyments and plea- 
sures of the flBimily circle, tiiat now she is 
gone^ every thing seems to have lost the 
idtivm and attrtctibii wttfawhiidi it wis hjeAm 
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'iDTMted* IWre is acatedly ^m olycrt 

4N>e» or 4eii^, mr 4alk 6i, with wbi^ 49he wi^ 

not so wtknattly bleaded^ as to eaU ftrth IhjB 

inbat liTsly per^^i^i's of h^ presence, aii4 

'the most acute aaguish^ at the immediatB 

TecollectioDy that this preseace is ^y id^al. 

>It wtLS liNtt 4at8ly that her wsamh loved iiMaK 

rtfier 'w«6 miikiiig some anrailgtMBaiiti in h^ 

store-closet, when* diseovt&rii^ that MMi|e 

jars wanted labels, she called out — Hannah ! 

'rbfii«lns 4 the InstMit lr«eoUeottott thait Htnnah 

.eotiU tetilm no answer, d^srwhehned b#r 

'wilii iadesorthable «goiiiy ft The little omif^ 

■mnts of tfae.pariouri ttieatudy^ the ohaai^ 

lwr,wei« iuppUedhyh^lia^te^ asd t^qectUy 

w r o ug ht by her hands.' The gaidsn mA 

'giaen^MHise Owed ththr ohdicest plantHniUiii 

flowers to her selection ; and now she w> 

-imiger^alks among lihen^ the very esjuber- 

.vorce, witfi wUoh ihtoy bayo» this spring an4 

'0«Mtmer, displayed their betuties, and.sb^ 

their fragrance^ increases the sorrowful rsool- 

l«etions wtdi which es4^h of 4^ein is asspolr 

atad« If w« Walk in the retired lanssf or 

'4elds of t>wr village^ or yiiut the ootti^ges of 
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us, instead of the crer obeerful and smiling 
ik>unteQance of our s^eet daughter. Even 
4he sacred duties of domestic and public 
worship seem to haye lost a portion of their 
interest, firom the absence of that deeply 
serious, and ever-wakeful attention with 
which she always joined in them ; and which 
foimed so delightful a contrast to her cos* 
tomary vivacity. I am aware that a portion 
of this feeling may be ascribed to the com* 
mon associations of parental affection with a 
departed child, even, of ordinary qualities ; 
but I am fully persuaded that it was the pe- 
culiar and excellent properties of our be« 
loved daughter, which call forth the extras- 
ordinary yearnings of our heart at every 
recolleclion of her: and strange indeed 
would it be, if it were otherwise : for what 
parent couid be insensible of attentions so. 
tender, and assiduous, and self-denying (if 
sdtf^enying those attentions can be called^ 
which never suffered self to have a share 
erven in thought, where the comfort of her 
much loved parents was concerned) a» 
those which we every day experienced! 
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^lli^ ^ghtest indispositioii in U9, nerer 
escaped her erei^wakefiil anxiety; and it 
unmediately called forth her tender and en- 
dearing attentions. If any disease of a more 
serious nature than usual assailed us, it is 
iinpossible to describe the feeling and in- 
terest it instantly occasioned. She watched 
erery look^ and anticipated every want* She 
wais ever at the side of the sick bed, con- 
triving something to soothe and alleviate 
her patient ; administering medicine, or sur^ 
prising him with something which sb6 
tiuHight would beguile the sickly appetite* 
Her expressive countenance, it is true, refosjBd 
to conceal her secret emotions ; but that was 
not her fault : she did all that was possible 
to suppress what was passing in her owik 
breast, and to cheer and sustain her bdoved 
patient : and I may be permitted to say, both 
fiir myself and my dear wife, that the goinga 
forth of our heart to our beloved daughter <m 
these occasions, were such as no languages 
can describe; and which can be understood- 
by those only, who have been blessed wilh 
aa only daughter like our own. Saving the 
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iiiieasiness we coilld not &il to ezperienc^e on 
iiritiiessing her eitquisite sensibility anil 
lihitiety on oar account, ^e hours of sicknefta 
and tangaor were beguiled by her presence, 
and passed away in comparatiye ease and 
cheerfulness. On tiiese occasions, I need 
not say, that no inducement could draw her 
from her paternal roof; and every engage 
ment, whatever pleasure she had anticipated 
from it> was immediately given up, when nkb 
Aought her presence at home could be of 
the least benefit. It was but a few weeks 
previous to her dissolution, that I was alF> 
lacked with a fit of the gout. At the time.of 
my recovering from it, she was solicited i» 
spend a short time in Guildford Street, widi 
her highly esteemed friends Mr» and Mra. 
Bainbridge, and her long tried and confident- 
tial friend Miss Tatham ; and we all much 
wished her to accept the kind invitation^; 
but I had much difficulty in persuading her 
to leave me: nor was it till after repeated 
assurances that I was convalescent, that 
sh^ was prevailed upon to accompany her 
Ineiids* . . . ■ . f 



4mUL, wktm tlMr prospfctoC aad 
htdftn: hief, nwrntawm^ cdben, of a 
7^ mJi OS flur auMly awl«xcite feflif!*, 
friHcli f ««U sot attentpf lo descxibe. She 
Ihm^ «U* ! i^efUfnued tke ksC of tihese affec- 
liflmrte altcatkfAs: aad llioagh we dwli, I 
4oiib( not, be nwrciMlf sufiported ni oar 
latare paias Mad me kacMit ^ yet ao daag^ler 
wiUagaia flaad al oar ptUoir to watch oar 
lookfy to MJiaiairter medkaae, aad aaticipate 
<Nnrwaat0. KodaagliterwiUafanir^actaatly 
witiMtfaw from oar 0ick bed lor the paqpoae 
iOf fhriag reat to her feeliags ; or of repair- 
iftgylor fre»h exertions, by a few hoars of 
^Keturbed deep, her owa ezhaosted streagtfa : 
MOf a^i^y whearetannng heahh has changed 
4kB gioom of tiie darkened chaaiba-, into the 
ehMsrful li|^ of day, will she acceleiate oar 
ooaratescence by her assiduous atteattons, 
gad sprightly conyersadon, and ever-smiliag 
eoontenanee : nor render that health doably 
▼afaied, by restoring as to the endeared so*- 
eitty of the most belored of all our earthly 
objects. But I ought not to indulge in these 
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fegreto. The event has been mercifully or* 
dained^ as well for us^ as for our beloredf 
daughter; 'and in a better world, we shalt 
meet, I trust, under more favourable cir* 
cumstances. Neither she nor her parents 
will then be distracted with pain, nor lan«^ 
guish with sickness ; nor shall we again un« 
dergo the pangs of sepcuration. 

1 am restrained from dwelling upon the- 
union of heart, which subsisted between her 
and her brothers, by the recollection titat 
this Tribute of parental affection will faXt 
into the hands of the latter. How dear she 
was to them, and how much cause there waa 
to make her dear, they best know: but 
their parents can wish for no other proof of 
their mutual esteem and love, than the unin- 
terrupted harmony in which they lived tot 
many years; the constantly increasing in* 
terest they took in each other's welfare ; die 
unsatiated delight they manifested in each 
other's company ; and the heart-rei^ding grief 
and distress with which her death ovei^' 
whelmed them. I may speak, however, mora 
freely of the affection with which she cherisheil 




fkoBBu Nodunf could be more gimlifyiftf tor 
9. pttreot's feelingBy dian to obseiTe Ifae g(mi^ 
flAat goiD^ forth of her heart towards then. 
Tbe slightest circgmstajices, which affected 
theniy deeply penetrated her. $he rejoiced 
ia their hopes ; and sustained a larger por- 
tipn than themselves in their disappointments. 
It was one of her chief pleasures to associ- 
ate with them, when at home ; and to cor- 
respond with them by letters, when they were 
absent. She put the most unbounded con- 
fidence in them; and gave them a great 
deal more credit than I am sure they will 
giFe themselves, for the best of principles 
and the best of dispositions : and had she 
been longer spared, they would at least have 
bad one friend, to whom they might intrust, 
with safety, their inmost hopes and fears, 
and who would have been at all times 
a disinterested, and I believe, also a pntdent 
counsellor in all their difficulties. But they 
are now cut off from her society, and no - 
Ipqger walk together as friends. Their loss 
!^ am sure, b great, and I believe they ap- 
preciate it. Should a temptation ever solicit 
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tlnam^lot dadiiie fipm the [^alh ofxc3ig}oii9 %id 
fifigs^ tbey wiU» I, trmt, tbwk ^f their ^i^fcor* 
A» » subordiQAte moljivi^ to bolinie9^» they 
cnn Mcwceelj have a strong^ ; and tbeiiir k^ 
ccdlection of past pleasure in her society* 
will urge tfa^u, I humhly hope, to se^k a 
re^iuaaa. which shall be unintenrupted and 
etensal* 

In the limited circle of her acquaintance» 
she bad a few choice friends, whom she 
greatly esteemed aiui loved : and we couhjl 
desire no better testimony of the sinc^are rer 
gard and Section in wiiich she was held by 
themf than the deep md strong sensation* 
which her death excited among them. AU 
seemed to feel that a blank had becio mad^ 
in their social parties, which would not soon 
be filled up. In .the various and affecting 
ways, in which they have expressed thefr 
negrets, tbey speak with one voice on the 
unaffected simplicity of her manqers^ the 
sweetness of her disposition, and her uuU^ 
temipted che^ulness and vivacity. Thert 
vfts a ohami in^ dapoi^meiiti wbiiA nyidn 



tier afaTOurite wherer^r she was known: 
and I ascHbe this chiefiy to the sincerity 
of her attachments ; her nnassoming demean- 
oar ; her delight in making all around her 
happy, hy consulting their ¥rishes, and con- 
cealing her own ; her playfulness of hnmour, 
which was entirely d^ested of' sarcasm ; 
and her high sense of propriety and delicacy 
of conduct. 
< 

It may be observed of her general de- 
portment, and intercourse with her neigh- 
bours, and especially with the poor of the 
Tillage, that she uniformly displayed the 
character of a Christian and kind friend, and 
was greatly beloyed by them all. To the 
lower classes, she was most kind and affa- 
ble. She took a great interest in their 
welfare, and spent much of her time in 
visiting their cottages. On these occasions, 
she seldom failed to inculcate upon them Uie 
necessity of attending to their own salvatidh; 
and urged ihem to a constant attendance t>n 
the ordinances of religion, and the reading 
of the Holy Scriptures ; and intreated them 
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tf^ifen^ tl)eir.cIiild|reB xegularly Jto die vUIafe 
aqbooL. When t^y alledge4> as a reason 
f^rthiQir neglect in tiiis respect, that thj^ 
had no shoes,' or clothes proper for their 
appearance, she would . often furnish them 
svith necessaries from her private purse, qi 
peAtion their case U^ me. She paid particu- 
lajc atteqtioft tq their children : and in the 
most discouraging cases, she continued h/er 
efforts to instil into them some portion of 
knowledge and christian principles, with a 
perseverance which is seldom equalled ; and 
w,hen any apparent good resulted, she *' re* 
jpiced as one that had found great spoiL" 
She paid much attention to their neatness of 
dress and cleanliness; and took great de- 
light in preparing bonnets against St. Thomas' 
Day, on which, clothes to a large amount, 
are annually distjdbuted among the poor of 
Cliobbam* No day in the year, I have rea- 
son to believe, was so pleasant to her as 
this* The idea of seeing two or three hun- 
dred parents and children comfortably pro-; 
vided with clothes, and sheets, and blankets 

h2 



-1 

1 



fBf die fniiter; and aH looking clean and 
tMnfortable, afforded h^r a gratification^ 
Wittch kind liearted persons idone can un- 
derstand. * The next Anniyersary will want 
k chamiy of which more than her parents 
Will be sensible* She was> as might be ex- 
pected from this imperfect statement, much 
beloved by the poor. They considered her 
hB one of their best friends ; and not widiont 
feafton, for it was <me of her highest gratifi- 
Nations to promote their comfort; and in doing 
Ihisy ihe counted neidier time nor tronble. A 
sho^t time ago, it appeared desirable to 
dliyide Ais extensive parish into different dis« 



* The nfttore of this ezcdlent Institution, and its 
Bules, have been set forth and printed under the Title of 
^ The Aules of the Chobham Beneroknt Fond, widi 
Explanatory Remarks.*' Sold b)r WOmmi, Essex Street, 
ptioe 6d. If aivjr profits shpuld arise from this Pnblica* 
tion, ihey will be given to the Chobham BenevoleBt 
Fund. From. thirteen years experience I can assert, that 
no Charity of a secular nature that I am acquainted with, 
has been so osefttL 
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tffici»9 fi>r the pwrpose of ei^fdftitig u mora 
bfli^teiit iilgpectioti of its various jparti : 9M1A 
Several beneroleiit individuals undertook a 
slbiare in the charitable w6rk of urging parents 
to a more constant attendance at chiirck^ 
ahd greater pnnctualitjr in sending their chil- 
(jflr^n to sch(>bl : of enquiring into their wants; 
and piarticiilarly, whether they had Bibles» 
Prayer Books, Stc. and* giving them such 
advice as tiie varying circumstances of their 
families might require. My dear daughter 
beggdd fbr herself the inspection of the most 
reniote, and, in many respects, tJhe most dis^ 
' douraging parts of the parish ; for no other 
i^^ason that I can conjecture, Ihaa that others 
might find it inconvenient to undertake this 
portion^ With what cheerfulness and perse^ 
•vcarance she pursued this ** labour of love,*' 
» despite of more difficulties than she could 
hftVe anticipated, none but her most intimate 
friends can form an idea. I have reason lo 
fear that these long walks (fbr she had to go 
nearly ilnree miles, before she entered on 
her disttiet; and, the cottages lay seatterid 
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•rcr a wide anfiMe) w«re More fkut ker 
•fidendj iecXimmg stiesgtliwas at aDtnies 
•qoal to; and I sooMtiiBes said, '' I am 
afraid yoa oTer-exeit yovielf. These walks 
eouseed yonr strength, and do you hann:" 
hvt she inrariahly answered, widi a sweet- 
■ess of countenance and expression pecoliar 
to herself '' O no ! I am not fiitigoed: the 
walk does not injure me. I called at 
Mr* Rogers', where I rested, and had some 
cako; and I am not at all the worse." And 
here I cannot help recording the sincere 
affK^tioB wfaicb my dear Hannah felt for this 
kind funily. She enjoyed much pleasure 
in their compaay ; and seldom, if erer, passed 
their door, widiout stepping in : and I be- 
lie¥e the esteem was mutual. She was al- 
ways a welcome Tisitor ; and was neTer per- 
mitted, if they could help it, to leare them, 
without some refreshment. It was to tins 
fiaendly and hospitable family, thai she made 
b«r .last Tillage Tisit, when the hand of death 
wasiupon her. In retuniing home (the dis- 
tance is about a mile* and a hatf ) she was 
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mom^ AaB.^nice: dfoligpink to^ fedt;<a»dtwbe# 
she amved^ she complained of great wsetrik^ 
li^s»; and Jiei;«r ailteD tfaisi day, irentout c# 

tlll9.h«IBQ. 

.. To.aUrh^ neighhoursv isdie.was. kind and 
a&bie. She atfeeted bo ain o£ snpeiioiit^^ 
nor did |he notioe ske took o£ them wear the 
aspect of condesqensien. She was not, a4) m» 
liaie^ eonnenabla and pleasant ; and, at aiM» 
ther, , cdU and distant; but always wore IhA 
aan^ dieerfiil oasnteaance. At her disaflt^ 
ewearfw^ seemed to have lost a inend. Bf in 
the aged and mfmif who saunt^ in the 
vitta^ m. search «£ saoMtlmig to^ eooi^j ft 
weansome hour, had slwaya fouad m het 
a. §€»«dtaalaredia0eat»e> who woidd atop^ 
audi say, ^ How: do jmi doT and listeii 
to» duw comphiata ; and express a s ympallDpt 
im dKir tnadUes^talk about the wAitfaer, 
and wish them, better. But now they leak 
kii lain Car heii». at the customacy hefur of 
bar wtdlfis; and ieel that they have.lost ano^ 
tlMf pf their bttle aamforts^and theTiHa^ii 
oae , oiiisL WBst agreeable attractions ;% 
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diey said, ** she made the place look ao 
cheafal." 

Peiliaps . notfamg can place the general 
estimation^ in which my dear daughter was 
held in a stronger light, than the feeling and 
interest, which her last illness and deadi 
occasioned in the neighhoorhood. When 
she was considered to he in danger, the mt- 
merous and anxious enquiries, which wore 
made at our own house, and still more so; 
at the house of our medical attendant, and 
of himself whenever he left the deathrbed 
of his patient, were exceedingly affecting: 
and jduring the last three or four days of 
her illness, when her situation was known 
to be most critical, and it was desirable to 
have his constant attendance ; the whole 61 
his patients, as by one consent (except in a 
few cases of emergency) forbore to send Ant 
him, Ihat his undiyided attention mi^t be 
given to my beloved daughter. On the day 
of her interment the spect^i ;e was truly 
affecting. So deep an interest had not 
perhaps been felt in the village for maiqr 
years: and in the crowded concouise, as* 



^amaflu ed- .Luc iiei» I 'ju ipsut-s^^^ 
iiBOue. HBL insideK. inuci * (f5 m 



a* ^rtne urrBi^ ttiiii|:t iujbo 
dansliter vnf Mur ua iiaf cvjn^ piUw 

bo- BMUbv, iK^ tkit vnKfcw 1^ t miliauM^ 

small a pbve*:, • iu><J ^mnvm^ert i\r 'Mstu. 
Ihe daj of flrr d^itfiiKsr « luntttw, jur 
wife w»s diatfifPOMiUfd (^ v-nw 
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(ill occasion ; and recoIIectiA^ the observa- 
tion just^ alluded to, she sent to the village 
milliner for a supply ; but every article had 
been pre-occupied by others, for the purpose 
of expressing their sorrow at the death of 
her, who had so lately wondered how they 
could possibly be disposed of ! 

I have thus endeavoured to give a faith- 
ful delineation of the character of my be- 
loved daughter ; and an idea of the esteem 
and affection in which she was held by her 
relatives, friends and neighbours. I must 
now proceed to a more affecting part of miy 
narative; and disclose what passed in the 
concluding stag e of life. 

For a considerable time, previous to the at- 
tack, which terminated in the death of my 
dear child, she had been far from well. ' But 
s^ch was the natural liveliness of her dispo- 
sition, and her anxiety not to give uneasi-^ 
ness to her friends, that scarcely any Would 
hare supposed she was not enjoying iek- 
eellent health, except those who were al- 
most coBstantfy wilh her, and from whom it 
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was impossiMe, at aUtimes^ to conceal her 
weakness and pain. Her fnends, howereiv 
whO'Saw her only at distant intervals, marked 
a gi^nal change in her- countenance, and 
wasting of substance : and more than onc« 
mentioned their suspicions, that she was not 
enjoying that degree of health, which we 
.eemed to imagine. I was. indeed, awai« 
that something was wrong ; and I frequently 
enqmred respecting her health ; but she al- 
ways made so light of what she felt» and 
maintained such an almost uninterrupted flow^ 
of cheerfulness, that I could not persuade 
myself any thing was materially out of order* , 
Medical men, were howerer, at different 
times GonsullSed ; but they neyer apprehended 
any thing of the least serious nature ; and 
gave only such medicines as the incidental 
symptoms seemed to require. 

In July of last year, as I have before 
mentioned, she accompanied us in a visit to 
Lincolnshire-; ijv^ere we left, her for a few 
weeks, to enjoy more of the society of h«r 
friends than we could afford to ourselrea. 
She returned in iVugust; but we wereidkh 



trusted to find that her hBaWi bad : hMO cqjb^ 
(uderablj affected by an attack o£ foa, 4>f 
those diseases, to which that part o^^ie 
county is incident* But the mal|Eiidy appa- 
rently soon f^e way ; and she reaumed. Jier 
aecustomed cheerfulness. I collect, li^vi^ 
eyer, from those, who were best ac^uainled 
with the interior c^ n^y. daughter^ that ahe 
BSTi^ afto: completely recoyeredher strength* 
8ome seevet miadiief^ it ia now eyideiM^ was 
going on withui, cgsunittiag. its .^lown hut 
eertam raya^s ; and waa ready to barsl forth* 
with resistless yiolenoe^ at a, mpnieBt* wfajw 
ipna least expected it. 

It waa in this preearioua state of health, 
AtMf m tiie beghimiig of April laat, she paid 
tiia yisit, which I before mentioned, tp her 
fmodis in OuHdford Street ; and whkh .w^as 
the last out of. ChoMiam, she ever made. 
Om diis OjQcasioa she had the pleasase of 
dinkig withf o«r dear finends Mr. and Mrs. 
Wflson, at Mr. B.'s. Me. W. was struck 
with the difference m her present appearance, 
imm the flush of health, in which he laetsaw 
hni and espreseedhia regret to see her laefc 



80 reduced in subst&nce, and with so-' little of 
her former colour. She made, as usnal^ 
light of her indisposition, and shewed her 
accustomed cheerfulness and vivacity. She 
was exceedingly gratified with this oppor- 
tunity of enjoying the society of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. and expressed to us, in strong laa- 
guage, th^ sense she entertained of theic 
kindnesi^, in pressing her to pay them a visit; 
On the Sunday following, she heard Mr. 
Wilson at St. John's ; and was so deeply imr 
pressed with his evening sermon, that she 
wrote us an account of it; and said she 
hoped that impression would never be erased. 
On her return home, she many times alluded 
to this discourse ; and I believe it was the 
occasion of her coming to a more determined 
resolution than ever, to devote her future 
days, unreservedly and entirely to the service 
of God. She'had, while in London, pur- 
chased a few ornaments of dress ; but she 
said to her mother, in shewing them, that she 
thought she should never wear them. The 
vanity of the world, and the value of th« 
soul, and the importance of living for eternity ^ 



seemed to occupy her wlmle attention : and 
kad it pleased God to protract her days^ 1 
itm persaaided that every thing else would 
hate received a very subordinate portion of 
her thoughts and cares. I cannot but coil^ 
meet, in a considerable degree, with this 
wlenaon of Mr. W. her very vivid per- 
teptions, in her last illness, of the infinite 
•take she had in its issue. The messenger 
of death so soon arresting her, after this re- 
newed and solemn dedication of herself to 
God, filled her with apprehension that, as 
khe had not yet accomplished all that her 
awakened feelings suggested ought to have 
been done, nothing had hitherto been doike 
to purpose ; and that her former professioii 
of religion had been insincere. 

It was but a few days after her return 
from this visit, that my dear daughter v^n 
Seized with her last illness ; and as I have 
BOW brought her memorial down to the a^yfcl 
iind affecting crisis, I wish to say a fewllii'^gs 
for the purpose of preparing the mind fdr 
Hrhat then took place. 

I know not whether the fricts X ha'v^ to 
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relate oft this occasion^ were at all a6vel <ir 
extraordinary ; but staading, as I did^ k id 
near a relation to them^ and having so deej^ 
an interest in the issue ; and not having be* 
fore met with a case of a similar kind, I 
wish to dwell with some particularity upon 
it; and some preliminary observations seem 
proper to prepare the way for the narration* 

It will have been observed that my dear 
daughter had enjoyed considerable advan^ 
tagesy as it regards a pious education. She 
had been watched over, with great care» at 
that period, when impressions are most easSf 
madie, and are likely to become most f^ 
manent. The weeds of a corrupt nature were 
not suffered to grow and luxuriate ; but were 
plucked out, as far as human efforts could 
avail, as soon as they made their appear* 
ance. The enemy was not permitted, if her 
parents could prevent it, either to sow tare* 
among the wheat ; or to carry away the good 
seed* The mind was early stored with the 
most important truths ; and the memory te» 
nished with the most useful lessons ; and all 
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irere followed up with mttnypray^re for the 
dhriiie ' bleiisiivg^ : During the'whcrfe of her 
lifey she was ever luder parental inspection ; 
or that' of "pious relatives abd instrnctbrs : 
ior had she ever been exposed to the dan-^ 
gers and temptations of an ensnaring world. 
She had regularly passed through all the 
stages of a religious education : and perhaps 
■Dt a single ordinance of religion had ever 
lieen omitted, which she had a proper oppor* 
tdnity of attending. It is highly probable 
that she never was absent, dikring her whole 
life, from a place of worship, when she ought 
to have been there ; never neglected a single 
ncrament, after she first approached the 
iacred altar ; never spent a. Sabbath, in the 
teiission of religious duties; nor suffered a 
day to pass without reading the Scriptures 
and private devotion. Upon this culture, 
Ood had granted his blessing. He moisien- 
bd the seed with the dews of his grace, and 
gave the promise of a productive harvest : 
aad pur beloved daughter grew up under our 
S6tr^i ** like a tree^ in a well-watered garden*'' 
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She secnaed to promise all that tiie motfc 
anxious parents conld reasonably expect or 
wish. She was amiable, pious and devoted; 
She had come to the cross of Christ, as af- 
fording the only hope to perishing sinners; 
and all her dependence was placed there* 
She '^ looked upon him, whom she had 
pierced, and mourned because of him ; " and 
whilst she humbled herself at his footstool^ 
she received his salvation with a grateful 
heart ; and earnestly desired to give up her- 
self to his service. Her general frame of 
mind corresponded witli this humble reliance 
on the atoning sacrifice. In honour, she 
preferred others before herself; and scarcely 
thought any so much in need of a Saviour 
as she was. In the closet; in the familj; ; 
in the sanctuary, she was uniform andcou* 
sistent. Her most beloved associates were 
those, who feared Qod, and hated sin : and 
she dreaded the idea of coming in contact 
with the wicked. She loved those sermons 
best, which came closest to the conscience ; 
and among her, friends, she most esteeped 
those, from whoiiot she received the most 
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fiutyiil adaomftioiifl.* Sbe was d3ig«il in 
gelf-examinatiiNi ; watcUul agussl sinful 
tempers ; and circumspect in her deportment. 
In her, were combined, '* whatsoeyer things 
are true, whatsoever things are pure, what- 
soever things are loyely, whatsoever things 
nitt of good report ;" and> had it pleased our 
heavenly Father to call her away at any 
period, her friends could have entertained no 
reasonable doubt of her having been trans* 
ferred to a better worid. I do not, indeed, 
assert, that these qualities, in my dear daughter, 
were unmixed with those of a contrary na* 
tnre ; or that any of them were free from im« 
perfection. Such a repres^itation would be 
as inconsistent with her own consciousness 
of innumerable sins both of omission and 
commission, and the expressions of deep 
humiliation, which she continually uttered, 
during her last illness; as it would be at 



. On a late occoBion, the said to her mother i '' I love 
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M. (the younger>.-«Atf if «o /ai(ft/i<A 
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Tftiiaiice "vf kh the plainest declarations of 
Scriptare^ and our general knowledge of 
character. But what I mean to assert is this» 
that there was such a predominance of what 
was ' truly Christian, moral and amiable ik 
her character^ as clearly to shew that *' sh6 
had been renewed in the spirit of her mind ;** 
and was an ornament to her Christian pro^ 
fession. It might therefore be expected, 
perhaps, that, in her case, death would hare 
been divested of his terrors, and that she 
would have passed through the mortal con- 
flict, if not with triumph, at least with calm* 
ness and coniposure. But the contrary of 
this actually took place. When " the King 
of Terrors" first presented himself, she was 
filled with dreadful consternation ; and 
shrunk back with horror from the awful con- 
flict.' She was agitated with such an inter<!> 
nal tempest, as I had never before witnessed; 
and no sinking mariner ever clung to the last 
plank with so much eagerness, as she did to 
the cross of Christ. All uround her seemed 
a wide waste of desolation. The billows 
rolled. Deep called to deep ; and '* all hope 
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that sh^ should be sayed was taken away,'' 
except as thi? cross afforded her a stay. 
NeTer can I forget this awful moment. We 
were like persons standing on the shore, be* 
holding the storm, but incapable of affording 
any assistance. All that we most loved and 
cherished, and almost adored, was tossed on 
the tempestuous waves. Our hearts failed 
us. We directed, we encouraged, we ex- 
horted. We pointed to the hand of Omni- 
potence, stretched forth for her deliverance ; 
'and said, be of good courage! We en- 
treated her to take fast hold of it, and as- 
sured her she was safe. We pledged our 
life that there was no danger ; and told her 
it was impossible she could perish ; — that she 
was just on shore; and that angels were 
waiting to welcome her arrival in the haven 
of rest ! But ~ O ! the infinite stake she had 
in the event of a single moment I an eter- 
nal sepaiation from her dearest friends, or an 
indissoluble union : the society of '^ angels 
and the spirits of the just, of Jesus the 
Mediator, and of God the Judge of all ; " or, 
of unbelievers, and hypocrites, and charac- 
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ters whom she most feared and abhorred^ and 
of evil angels and the Prince of Darkness : 
the loss of all she loyed and desired ; and 
the exchange for it, of all she hated and 
dreaded : the possession of heaven, and its 
riches and its glories ; or the endurance of 
eternal sorrow, where hope never comes : 
these— were the awful alternatives which 
were just before her, and hung upon the 
next breath, and agitated her even to an 
agony. It is true, indeed, that this stono. 
afterwards subsided; and a peaceful calm 
ensued. She was enabled to take a more 
quiet view of what lay before her ; and to 
derive comfort from the gracious promises of 
the gospel : but still, it must excite surprise 
in many that she was ever thus agitated and 
agonized : and such will naturally enquire 
what could occasion to one, whom they 
would consider as an almost spotless cha- 
racter, such fearful anticipations of the future; 
such dread of being lost for ever. Whilst 
others, who have heard much of the joyful 
and triumphant deaths of Christians, may 
think it extraordinary that her sun should go 
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4iK>wn nftder a eloud; and may be led to 
suspect that the bitter reflections she made 
ga herself, were but too well grounded on 
^ real state of her mind. A few observa- 
tions will remove this mystery ; and furnish 
i|ome useful instruction. 

She had just arrived at that period of 
life, when every thing in this world is cal- 
culated to make the strongest impression, 
and to take the firmest hold on the feelings. 
P^er mind was richly stored with knowledge ; 
and her taste was formed for deriving plea- 
sure from the most simple and liatural 
sources, and which, for this reason, were 
numerous and within her reach. She en- 
joyed ample opportunities of adding to her 
stock of knowledge ; and she was eagerly 
embracing them. She loVed her parents, and 
brothers, and friends with the most ardent 
affection ; and derived from them, alt the 
happiness she could reasonably expect or 
wish. She was herself a centre of no incon- 
siderable attraction; and she received and 
eommunicated as much hsippiness as gene- 
ilkUj falls to tl|e iQt of a human b^gi iu 
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their most favoured circumstances. She was 
not therefore like a tree, whose roots had 
been loosened, and branches torn off, by re^ 
peated storms and tempests ; or whose trunk 
had been scathed and shattered with light- 
ning : but, rather, she resembled one, which 
had been planted in a well watered garden^ 
rich in its foliage, beautiful in its bloom, and 
bearing the promise of abundant fruit. It 
was at thi^ moment, that the effects of the 
worm, which had been for some time corrod* 
ing the root, became visible : the blossom 
faded ; the branches withered ; and the hope 
of the autumn perished. Let then the reader 
picture to himself my beloved daughter, sud- 
denly required to close her favourite books ; 
to give a last look at her garden, and the 
opening spring ; to bid her last farewell to 
her beloved relatives ; to take her last kiss 
of her weeping parents; and to send her 
last love to her absent brothers* and dis- 



* They were at Oxford, when ihe was taken 01; and 
did not reach ChoUiapi; till 9he had breathed her hoL 
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tant friends; and will he wonder that she 
was agitated ? 

But this occasioned the least part of the 
conflict. It will be recollected, that my dear 
daughter had the highest sense of the im- 
portance of religion^ and tlie value of the 
soul. In a moment, the^ reality of her pro- 
fession was put to the tftst; and all that 
eternity presents, eitlier exquisite in enjoy- 
ment, or tremendous in suftering was sus- 
pended on the result! The. holy law, with 
its extensive and spiritual reqnirements, was 
opened before her : the dreadful sentence of 
death, awaiting the least violation of its de- 
mands, was sounding in her ears : her sensi- 
tive mind, and acute perception of right and 
wrong, suggesting innumerable deficiencies ; 
duties omitted, or languidly performed ; re- 
solutions forgotten, or feebly executed ; the 
sacraments, the public ordinances of religion, 
family worship and private devotion, — 4 ach 
reminding her of coldness of afl'ection, wan- 
dering of thought, or listless indifference: 
nothing done as it ought to have been done ; 
and ten thousand things done, which ought 
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not to have been done : widi all these things 
passing in rapid succession before the mind, 
and bearing along with them eonsequences 
to which the imagination itself can fix no 
limit; and the whole involved in a single 
moment, and hanging on the next breath, 
and bursting, with the suddenness of a thun* 
der-clap, on her astonished soul ! — will it 
be thought extraordinary that she trembled T 
that she looked fearfully around for help? 
that she cried, ** Save, Lord, or I perish ? 
Keader ! this is no imaginary scene ! It was 
presented before the mind of my dear daugh- 
ter ; and it will, most probably, be presented 
.before thine, if it be awake, as it ought to be, 
when eternity opens before thee ! 0, lose 
BO time in preparing for it, and securing a 
place of refuge I This, I humbly thank 
Qodf my beloved daughter had done'; but in 
the suddenness aqd hurry of the occasion, 
her mind was bewildered; thr ttonn occu- 
pied her whole attention; the teiMel wfui 
dreadfully agitated ; and, though the Saviour 
wa9 in it, like the disciples, on another ocq|^ 
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won, she was ereatlv alvaiedy mad tfacMiclit 
she must pensh. 

ft is at times like this, that the impoitaiioa 
of a close, and somewhat familiar acqnaiat- 
aoce with the kind and compassionate dia- 
racter of Je«us Christ, and a persaasion of aa 
interest in his merits, is chiefly seen. Tbere 
may be a 6rm reliance on the atoning sacii- 
iice; a siocere derotedness of heart to the 
service of God, and an habitoal predomi- 
nance of holy affections towards him: 
and yet such an awful perception of the dis- 
tance between the humble individual, and 
the infinitely glorious God, as to preclude all 
** joy and peace in believing." And when a 
natural timidity of disposition, and a keen 
perception of religious deficiencies are con- 
nected with this profound reverence, there 
must necessarily arise great doubt and dis- 
trust in peculiar emergencies ; and, especially. 
In the near prospect of dissolution. Nothing, 
wc know, is so suitable to a weak and sinful 
being, as the " humble and contrite heart, 
which trembles at the divine word;" and 
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anch^ we are assured, are the peculiar ob<- 
jects of God's favour ; but yet, there is a 
close affinity between this state of mind, and 
anxious fear : and nothing but a most Tivid 
pierception and persuasion of our personal 
interest in the sujSerings of Christ for the sins 
of mankind, can overcome the feeling of 
personal guilt and unworthiness. When 
therefore these things do not accompany each 
other (and there is no necessary connection 
between them) the most excellent Christian 
may be brought into great doubt, and even 
despondency : whilst at the same time, he 
inay be in perfect safety, and high in the 
favour of God. 

The difference between faith and hope is 
not always sufficiently attended to; and 
much presumption on the one hand, and des- 
pondency on the other, have arisen from con- 
founding them. One person considers him- 
self a believer of high attainments, because 
he entertains no doubt of his being in a state 
of salvation : and another doubts whether 
he be. a believer at all, because he cannot 
persuade himself that his sins are forgiven. 

I 5 
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But it is obrions that two disdoct and rerr 
different acts of the miad are here coafoirad- 
ed and blended together;— one, which ab- 
sents to the fact of Je«us Christ being the 
onlv and all-sufficient ^^aTio^r of sinners; 
and which places a reliance on the atoning 
sacrifice, for pardon of sin and acceptance 
with God, which is the province oi faith i 
and another, which appropriates to itself the 
blessings of this salvation, and confidently 
expects a future state of felicity, which is 
the province of Aope. Now it is clear that 
these persuasions of the mind may exist se> 
paratc;Iy from each other; and that one of 
them may be very strong ; whilst the other 
has scarcely any existence at all. Nor is 
it, in point of fact, uncommon to find Chris- 
tians, who have no doubt whatever of die 
ability and willingness of Christ to save 
sinners, and who come to him alone for sal- 
vation; and yet are subject to distressing 
fears lest they should not be partakers of 
the blessings of the gospel. I recollect a 
itriking instance of the truth of this remark, 
in the case of a late eminent Christian mi- 
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nister. For a long time> previous to hi* 
death, he laboured under a morbid affection 
t>f the nerves, which sometimes brought him 
io the very verge of despondency ; and on 
one occassion, he said to me : ^' My convic- 
tion of the truth of these things (laying his 
hand on the Bible) is stronger now, than it 
ever was : but I have no interest in them.^ 
-Had this excellent man died in this state of 
nund, no one could have reasonably doubted 
of his safety, for the obvious reason that he 
exercised the fullest faith in Christ ; and had 
shewn its genuine character, in a holy and 
most useful life; though he denied that he 
had any hope of ultimately sharing in the 
blessings of salvation. The ** full assur- 
ance of hope,'' is indeed an invaluable pri- 
vilege ; and cannot be too earnestly desired ; 
but it is no where stated in scripture as es^ 
sential to our future happiness, as fiuth is : 
and a person may be a genuine Christian, 
without the former ; though not without the 
latter. (Mark xvi. 16.) 

This distinction between faith and hope 
in also confirmed by the fact, that it is tfiQ 
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duty of all men to belieye in Jesus Christ ; 
but it is not the duty of all to be persuaded 
thitt they shall be ultimately benefited by him. 
This persuasion must depend on certain 
flELcts; and it will vary greatly at different 
times, and under different ciroumstances. So 
far firom being required at all times, to con- 
isider oiirseWes partakers of the benefits of 
Christ's atonement, as we are at all times, to 
exercise faith in him, it would often be the 
highest degree of presumption to do so ; and 
many, who boast of their safetyy pught rather 
'to be alarmed for their danger. The flip- 
pailt assertions, which mauy professing Chris- 
tians make of their certainty of obtaiipng 
eternal salvation, often grieye the minds of 
more thoiightful men* It is but too evident, 
111 maily cases, that this confidence rests on 
no Christian or reasonable foundation. They 
havb received an impression ; or they have 
had a dream ; or some text of scripture has 
crossed their mind ; or something within them 
has suggested the thought: and these are 
considered as resulting from the agency of 
the Holy Spirit, and as indications of the 
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diyine favour. I should be afraid to intimate 
that every thing of this kind is to be ascribed 
to imbecility of mind, or an over-heated 
imagination ; because this would be to limit 
the operations of the Spirit; and to contra- 
dict some very remarkable facts : but, con- 
sidering how liable such impressions are to 
be misunderstood; the suspicious causes, 
from which they often arise ; the readiness 
with which Satan might produce them, by 
^* transforming himself into an Angel of 
Light ;" the numerous cases, in which they 
have been known to be delusive ; and the 
door they open to the most extravagant en-« 
thusiasm, I think they should be received 
with extreme caution ; and carry along with 
them the clear stamp and impress of the 
finger of God before they are credited : and 
that, instead of expecting them in the ordi-r 
nary course of divine dispensations, we should 
rather look to the plain, scriptural evidences 
of a state of grace ; and found our hopes of 
personal safety on the correspondence of our 
own state and character with those infallible 
tests. In this way, we may reasonably ex- 
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pect the Holy Spirit to direct our attention to 
^>propriate passages of scripture ; to en- 
lighten our understanding, to comprehend 
their meaning ; and to dispose our hearts to 
embrace them. Thus, whilst our faith re- 
lies upon the atoning sacrifice for pardon o^ 
sin, and acceptance with God; our hope 
will repose on an immoyeable foundation; 
and as '' an anchor of the soul, it will enter 
within the vail," and sustain it under the 
storms of life, and in the last conflict with 
death. It is, I apprehend, generally, in this 
way, that the experienced Christian is, at 
length, enabled to say with the yeteran Apos- 
tle, '* I know whom I haye belieyed ; and am 
persuaded that he is able to keep that which 
I haye committed unto him, against that day." 
These remarks will satisfactorily account 
for the state of my dear daughter's mind, 
when she first apprehended that she was on 
the yerge of eternity. She neyer, for a mo^ 
ment doubted of the power and willingness 
of Christ to saye siuneris; but on the con- 
trary, belieyed that he is " able to saye, to 
the uttermost, all that come unto God by 
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him ;'' uayt she had confided her soul to hit 
keeping, and renounced all hope of salvation 
but through him ; and therefore she possess- 
ed a genuine faith : but she was not prepared 
for the sudden emergency ; nor, had she eyer 
yet, though the thoughts of death were scarce- 
ly ever absent from her mind, contemplated 
death as actually commissioned to bring her 
immediately into the presence of her Judge, 
When therefore the awful summons wa9 
given, she was thrown into alarm : the infi- 
fiite consequences, suspended on a singly 
breath, almost ""overwhelmed her; and the 
consciousness that she had fallen very far 
short of what her own exalted ideas of the 
Christian character ought to be, induced her 
to call in question the sincerity of her pro-> 
fession, and the reality of her religion. Tbese 
distressing fears were also augmented by 
the very resolutions she had recently formed 
of giving up herself entirely to the service 
of God, She had resolved, and that within a 
few days previous to her last illness, to make 
the ^< One thing needful*" the object of her 
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exclusive care; to throw up every trifling 
puTsmt ; and to devote every member of her 
body, and faculty of her mind to the service 
of Him, ^vho demanded, and who, she felt, 
deserved the whole heart: but before this 
holy purpose could be fully accomplished, 
she was arrested by the hand of Death : and 
because so little of her future plan had been 
executed, she concluded she had hitherto 
done nothing ; and having fallen so far short 
of the standard she proposed, she doubted 
the very existence of religion in the heart. 
Hence, she could view herself in no other 
light, tlian the chief of sinners; no prayer 
seemed to suit her case, but that of the 
Publican; nor could she derive any hope, 
but from the promise of mercy to the great- 
est offenders. She was then, it is true, 
'' poor in spirit ;" but this did not exclude 
her from *^ the kingdom of heaven ;" nor, 
if the spirit had actually taken its flight in 
the agonizing struggle to lay and keep hold 
of the cross of Christ, would she, on this 
aecount, have been spumed from the pre- 
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sence of the compassionate Saviour. But I 
must proceed to the awful and affecting 
crisis. 

The apparent commencement of her last 
illness^ was on Sunday, the twentieth of 
April. While at church, in the morning, she 
was seized with shivering ; but, apprehending 
DO serious consequences, she attended agaioi 
in the evening ; nor was I made acquainted 
with her indisposition, till the following day. 
On Monday morning, she commenced a letter 
to her much beloved friend Miss Tyler ; but 
laid it aside, after writing four or five lines ; 
and this last fragment of her writing, which 
her affectionate friend wished to possess as a 
sacred memorial of one, whom she held in 
no common esteem, bears marks of her in- 
disposition, as it appears to be written in a 
less firm and even character than her usual 
letters. She afterwards took the walk, of 
which I have before made mention, to her 
esteemed neighbour Mrs. Rogers; and ou 
her arrival there, she appeared fatigued and 
thirsty. She was exceedingly exhausted on 



144 

her return home ; and I was then informed 
of her illness. On feeling the pulse, I per- 
ceived she had a good deal of fever ; but I 
apprehended no other serious consequences 
than such as usually proceed from a severe 
cold. She retired somewhat earlier dian 
usual to rest; and I gave her a dose of 
jfames's powders, at the same time, desiring 
her to put her feet into warm water. This 
produced a copious perspiration; and the 
next morning, she seemed to be considerably 
relieved. Still the fever was by no means 
removed ; I therefore repeated on Tuesday 
and the following day (for she was unwilling 
that I should call in our medical attendant) 
such medicines as appeared to me likely to 
remove her indisposition ; and on Thursday 
she appeared to be so much better, as to need 
no further medicine. The pulse was good, 
and natural ; she came down stairs, sat up 
the greater part of the day, and was exceed- 
ingly cheerful. She felt, however, towards 
evening, great weariness ; and when I took 
leave of her at night, I perceived that her 
pulse had again very much quickened, and 
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(he fever had returned. She spent a resthso^ 
night ; and finding her much indisposed ii| 
the morning, I told her that, though I saw no- 
thing alarming in her case^ yet I did not 
think it prudent any longer to prescribe for 
her myself : and, after some hesitation, she 
consented to my calling in our medical a^ 
tendant She had several times, in the 
course of the last two days, asked me i# 
she was in danger; and seemed anxiously 
alive to every indication of our feelings, 
either by word or countenance; so that it 
was peculiarly necessary to proceed with 
caution to prevent alarm. 

On feeling her pulse, Mr. T. Ives enquired 
whether she had been delirious during the 
preceding night. At this question she was 
evidently alarmed ; and after telling him that 
her head had never been in the least aBfected, 
she asked him whether he thought she was in 
danger. On his smiling at her question, and 
assuring her that there was nothing serious 
in her case, she resumed her usual compo- 
sure and cheerfulness. There was, however, 
something very unusual in her pulse, from tb^ 
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•OBim«ttcement of her . Hiness* At vartouif 
periods, in the progress of it, it was at the 
rate of from 130 to 190^ ^i^d yet she nerer 
experienced the least delirium, or had any 
local fixed pain. When, at a later period of 
her disease, Mr. Ires, the father of our medi-r 
cal Mend, first oBfered us the benefit of his 
extensive practice and well-knbwn skill, in 
aid of the kind attentions of his son ; he 
said, that, on taking hold of her hand, he 
instinctiYely withdrew his finger firom the 
frightful pulse. 

After two days' attendance of Mr.T. Iye»i 
the disease seemed, a second time, to yield 
to his treatment ; and we had siinguine hopes 
Ihat his patient would soon be convalescent : 
but after the greater part of a day had pass- 
ed under encouraging prospects, she again 
xelapsed; and the symptoms returned with 
unabated violence. It was^hen deemed ex- 
pedient to use the lancet ; and afte^ the sam^ 
period of two days, die pulse again became 
almost natural; and my beloved daughter, 
as well as ourselves, jMiticipated a speedy 
recovery ; but our hopes «tre, a third time, 
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disappointed ; {or after nearly aaotlier whola 
day's imprOTemeBt, l^er piilft nasmned Ha 
fornix n^Mdity* These iBtennissions in her 
malady confirmed me in the opinion I had 
entertained from her first relapse, that she 
was labouring under the disease, widi wfaick 
several of her Lincolnshire friends had been 
recently afflicted, of whom we had lately 
heard, that they had had Ihree or four attacka 
l>f what is there well known by the name of 
minUrmitte»t : and I was the more dbposed 
to draw this conclusion, from the fact of her 
haying returned, last autumn, from Lincoln* 
ahire, with this disease upon her. I was 
therefore yeiy sanguine in my expeotaiionSf 
that this illness would neither be Cital, ndr 
of tong continuance, ]|i die former of these 
bo^es, alas I I have been most afflictingly 
disappointed. The hand of death was upon 
my dear daughter, when the wcHrst I feared 
was a lingering recovery from an intermittinf 
fever. The malady, however yielded, a 
fourth time, to medicine i and a fourth time 
'\i resumed its «MK»mistpmed violence. 

A fi»itai(^^ad now neariy^ eliq^ed 
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mnce sbe had been confined to die honse. 
Her enqiiiriesy during this period, were fre- 
quent, whether danger were apprehended; 
and the answers she receired were always 
encouraging, for the obvious reason, that no 
one anticipated any other than a favourable 
result. I did, however, more than once, in-> 
timkte to my beloved child, that it would be 
presumption to say that, where there is dis- 
ease, there is no danger : and that we must 
look up to God, with whom alone are the 
issues of life, to bless the means made use 
of for her recovery : but that, humanly speak- 
ing, there were no symptoms in her case; 
which did not seem to be under the control 
of medicine; and that we had the best tea- 
sons for trusting that the issue would cor- 
respond with all our wishes. Every day, I 
believe, during this fortnight, either I or her 
aiother read to her some portion of scripture; 
and, as she could not join in our family 
worship, I always prayed by ^e side of her 
bed, when we retired to rest. Perceiving 
Uiat she entertained distressing fears of deaths 
I took every opportunity bfi indiseetly sug- 
gesting such thoughts ms were most lik.ely t» 
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FemoTe this dread. Having had occi^oii| 
one of these days, to visit a sick neighhour, 
of whose religious state I had reason to hope 
well, but who was exceedingly afraid lest 
she should not be saved ; I mentioned the 
case to my daughter ; and repeated the 
ai^nments I had used, and the passages of 
scripture I had quoted to administer comfort; 
hoping, in this way, to impart instruction and 
consolation to my beloved child. She lis- 
tened with eager attention; but made no 
reply. As soon, however, as I was gone 
o^i of the room, she said to her mother^ 
" I 'don't wonder that Mrs. — — is alarmed 2 
it is an awful thing to die !" On the first 
Sunday evening after her confinement to 
her bed, I repeated to her a few of the par« 
ticnlars of the sermon I had been preach* 
ing, on the twenty-third Psalm ; and dwelt, 
somewhat at large, on the security and 
comfort, which those enjoy, who have tibe 
Lord for their guide and support, when 
walking <^ through the valley of the shadow 
of Death." On the the same day, my dear 
wife read to her the fifty-third chapter of 
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Iimiah; and when she liad finiflliedy my 
dangbier exclaimed, '' What a beanltfial 
diapter!" This Led to a conversation be- 
tween them, on the atonement of Christ, and 
to some obsenrations on an individual, idiom 
tfa^ both greatly loved and esteemed, but who, 
it. was feared, did. not entertain scriptural 
views of diis fundamental doctrine. Her 
podier expressed a hope that this friend 
would still obtain salvation; on whidb my 
daughter replied, with apparent surprise, 
** Why mother, is there any other way V 
It was answered, that she knew of no 
olber ; but that she trusted, the iqdividual 
would be iM'ought to receive this doctrine, 
^fore death* I mention this to shew, that 
die had no Idea that salvation could be ob- 
tained, in any other way than through the 
atonement of our Lord Jesus Christ ; ■ ^nd 
that all her dependence was upon him. Dur- 
ii^ this period of her Ulness, she often ex- 
pressed her earnest desire that she might be 
restored to health, that she might reduce into 
practice, the plans she had formed, for de- 
Toting herself more unreservedly to the ser- 
vice of Christ^ She apoj^e of the impressive 




fi#mQ9 «b« had hewi from JSx. WilgoA^ 
vj^n 19 l4>Bdott» a few SiiBdays before ;, a^d 
veepn^d |o thint: nolliiiig of importaiioe» but a 
il^ricHis attention to the ^^ one thing needfnL^* 
^e waa i^pparently in an almost constant 
vpmt ei prayer ; and seemed to eiyoy na 
9Pmp999iim, so miich as that which related 
to aacred snl^ects* She was, however, ge* 
nesaUy cheerful, and neyer nttered a shigla 
cosifilaittt At times, indeed, her natural 
filay&lacsa of temper stole upon ker; and 
9k^ madia some ofcMiervations wUch occasicuir 
ed those aroimd her to smile, and to make 
r^oindtrs en her pleasantry* She soo% 
hevreTer, reeolkctad hwself ; and told m% 
<hat she was exeeedingly griered at what 
appeared to her to border en lerity. She 
^aid ^* I thought I was gstting better, and 
th«a I allowed myself to talk foolishly* 0» 
kew^ I fear, ahe added, if I am restored tQ 
health, that these serious impressions will 
veair away I* During a considerable portion 
of two days, in the seeond we^ of her ilLf 
peas, her mother was conned to her bed^ 
]b^ aae of her distceasingly painful si^ hesdv 
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nohes. On her return to the chamber of her 
davghter^ it is not easy to describe the' joy 
of my beloved child. ** O, mother ! she 
exclaimed, I think I never before so rejoiced to 
4ee you : the very sight of you does me so 
much good, that I could now fancy I am 
mlmost well." And here, I may remark, iliiit 
her affection for her parents was intense. Fre- 
quently, in the midst of her sufferings, Would 
«he express the tenderest regard. She could 
not restrain she emotion of her mind, when 
ishe saw our distress; and in various endearing 
ways, «hewed the goings forth of her heart to- 
wards us. Her affection also was manifestedin 
a striking manner, towards her aunt SamueL 
From the time of her aunt first visiting my 
dear daughter, she scarcely ever left the sick 
room ; but night and day waited upon her, 
with a degree of selfrpossession ; quick per- 
ception of what was wanted ; dexterity in 
every necessary sick-^room arrangement; ever 
wakefal attention to the veiy looks of her 
beloved niece» and cheerfulness of counten^ 
ance and manner, which I never saw equalled ; 
And which J <thin)L it scarcely possible to k!$^ 
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mnfpassed. . She became so necessary to my 
dear child's comfort^ that the very short in- 
t^rvala of her absence, for the purpose of 
obtaining a little rest and sleep, Tfere sensiUy 
felt by my daughter; and happy was it for. 
h^r, that her aunt could as ill endure absence 
from her beloyed patient, as she could, froni 
her aunt. It affords unspeakable comfort 
to me and my dear wife, in the recollection 
of the distressing scene, through which we 
iiave passed, that nearly from die time, in 
which we first apprehended danger to fhe 
last crisis, our beloyed daughter enjoyed tfie 
society, and affectionate attentions of one, 
whom, next to her parents and brothers, she 
probablyIoyedab9ve all others; and who per* 
formed for her much more than the agitated 
feelings of her parents would have permitted 
them to do. 

It was not till Sunday, the fourth of May^ 
Ihat we began seriously to apprehend danger. 
In the morning of that day, she appeared 
considerably better ; and we went to church, 
leaving her in the care of a servantj, in the 
hope of finding her. still improved,, on our.. 
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Bijt • iwiaodirtriy, on entering thf 
boiiQ8> after cbweh, tke servant apprized va 
ll^ Miaa Jerram was not so well gs wbei| 
w« Ififi her. We hastened to her chambeci 
aii# found her hreathing with great difficullyi 
spd with a pulse exceedingly rapid and flut? 
i0Bfi^- She said that, sopa after we we^a 
ffMae, a dimness cane, across her eyes, so thai 
tjie could scarcely distinguish objects ; and 
die had a sensation at her chesti which, at 
times, almost prevented her lureatlung : and^ 
what had greatly added to her distress, sh^ 
wni onabl^ to call the servant. She staitcd 
tbat^ at one time> she thought she was dying ^ 
1^ had waited with the greatest anxiety for 
QUf return. J. immediately called in Mr. T. 
iFas, and perceived his alarm, on feeling her 
pulse. . Xor did his fears escape th^ watch- 
ful eye of my daughter : and she eagerly 
leaked, if she was in danger. He made as 
light of the affair as he cOuld ; and succeed- 
ed, in some measure, in abatmg her fears. Be 
dbought it proper again to have recourse to 
IM lancet, and she oheerfuUy subxiitted \o. 
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the operation ; but alas ! no apparent beniMK 
resulted from this measure ; and it was im- 
{>ossible for me any longer to close my eyes 
tigainstthe danger, which impended my dear 
obild. Feelings which I will not attempt to 
describe now agitated and almost over- 
whelfned me. It is my custom, in the after- 
noon of the first Sunday of every montii, to 
<;atechize the children of the Sunday School 
publicly in the church. I went as usual : but 
I was unable to proceed with my task, and 
I gave notice that there would be no evening 
service. The idea that our 'dear and oidy 
daughter, the delight of our eyes, and the 
joy of our heart; who had been cherished 
and brought up with the tenderest affection ; 
who had become all, and more than all tliat 
we could have reasonably expected; &• 
constant and delightful companion of all our 
domestic and social pleasures, arid our prin- 
cipal hope of earthly comfort for years to 
come> was about to be torn from us, in 
the spring of her days, and tiie bloom of 
life, produced indescribable yearnings of 
heart; and, for a time> incapaci^te4 fi9 
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ipr tbt 4iicbacg« of apj dstj. I inmofi* 
9ti^ sent a basr^ mctaiepger jko Staines^ tp 
call in di« aHutance <tf ])7.Pqpe; aadtQ 
iafioinii mj Imrtber Saamel and his wife of 
the dapferons t(ate of my dearest dnUf 
Pjnilig tlie afiemoon of Ais day» the alannr 
{af syvfitpiiis stiU conlmaed; b«t eviery 
{iibil was laaAe to coacsal thieiii froia th(i 
bal<9¥ad p«M«st : and it affected me exceedr 
Wifij tQ sea the cheered sanUei jMeh stU) 
fUWtinned tp sit oa her c^nviteaaiice. JPcpm 
thd first h^or of her laMsdy, to tiia la4 
ppieyit 9f it, SQ far at refq^ted her illness, 
ihf lUlver, 1 baliaye, iMtefred a single ii^p«T 
tjiiwl vcfd, acHT betvayad a. wgle dissatisfied 
Mivig : f o that arory oi^i wl^o was admi^ 
1^ into the si^k roqin, U\t a delig^ in being 
ynf sant with her. 

In ib0 ev^iag pf Ibis day Oti Pope Vr 

ii«^, and OTidantly saw miieh dsager io tb^ 
e^ss of \m patiei^; but { «ia diq^psed tq 
|hiok« tb^lifith^H the a4yai9taf49s of a caiirs^ 
nf pra^tiea extendi beyoad ^u^ of .mail 
fkymmn ; and of hii Ipag-lried aiid mraUr • 
iaowa fii^f Hill di4 ii?( djiecoyer (be owuki 
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of her malady; aiiid it remains, I believe, a 
mystery to tbe present day. It does not 
ffLll within my proyince . to make remarks 
QB the nature of her disease ; and 
therefore I dimiss dus sul^ect, by stating' 
that all th^t seemed possible in this case^- 
was to treajt the symptoms as they occurred ; 
ond every things which medical skill and 
unwearied attention could accomplish, was 
done for my beloved child. On the evening 
also of this day Mr. Ives, of Chertaey, the 
father of our medical friend, called to see 
her, and slept that night in die house, as he 
mofi^ kindly continued to do, during her few 
remaining days. It was indeed a great satisP* 
faction to our anxious minds thus to have 
constandy at hand diree most able medical 
attendants, one or more of whom was always 
with her, at diis critical period. 

On Monday morning, she appeared some- 
what better ; and during the greater part of 
the day, the symptoms of her disease were 
so'much kept in check, diat our hopes again 
revived that she might still do well ; and her 
own spirits were sustained in an e^traordi* 
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wto cBsMelierlo 
aa alflMMrt «Mternipted cbeeifiilMss. b 
1^ cooTenatioD aad pnyer with ker, I 
avoided, as kbcIi as possible, alanuag her 
feais; bat still I eadeavowed to direct 
ber Tieirs to the blessed SaTioar ; and raada 
aaeb general renarks as appealed imwI lik^ 
to sustain her aund, shoold the eoaflicty 
wlneb I so mocli dreaded, be at hand. She 
slept the former part of fhe foUowing night, 
aad till nearly fire, die next mommg. 
I^he awoke with the sense of nvnbness, in 
one of her legs; and she immediately ex- 
claimed — ''I am dying !" Mr* lyes was 
sleeping in his clothes, in the adjoining 
room, and was with her, in an instaaL 
Without being apprized of her Bituation, 
I was proceeding, at about half-past five, 
to enquire after her health, when I was met 
by Mr. Ires, before I entered the room, who 
said ** Miss Jerram is not quite so well as 
the has been. - She seems, in her sleep, to 
have pressed upon some particular nerve of 
the thigh, which has produced numbness, and 
thrown her into a good deal of alarm I'* 
This was kindly intended to prepara me for 
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what I should witness, on entering the chi 
b^r; and I endearonred, as much as pessi- 
ble» to conceal my anguish of mind. I ap- 
proached the sick bed, and found her aunt> 
on one side, and a servant on the other^ 
nibbing her hands ; and a third, at th^ 
bottom, performing the same office on her 
feet There needed no interpreter of this 
process. On looking at my dearest child, I 
perceived her breathing with great d^culty : 
alarm was depicted in her countenance ; and 
fiihe fixed her eye upon me^ in a way that I 
will not attempt to describe. The fearful 
result rushed on my mind with such violence* 
as to render me incapable of disguifiiing what 
was passing within : and I have no correct 
recollection of what I either said or did at 
this dreadful moment. This was the com- 
mencement of a day the most distressing 
which I had ever experienced. ^^ My soul h^ik. 
h still in remembrance, and is humbled in 
me." Not that it was a day of unmixed 
darkness and distress : there was much in it^ 
to call forth the most grateful recollections $ 
afid to excite thankful acknowledgments ^ 
Ibe Father of Mercies. But if ther^ is asy 



JigMig a Moved aoil «■! j dvng^ter, wim 
ht hsd« lbs ! *^^kp4 to aa extcaiof wfaick 
he had hiliKflo DO idea, ia tlie appucai coa- 
iraknre flinigfle <^ deadly lor vaay Imoes. ; 
wfch a aiad, dariag the gireater part of Uua 
tiaie, laboariag poder iniease appreheaskiBs 
of what aiiglrt be the fiaal result of the fear- 
ful eoafiiet : H tfa^re is aay thing oTerwhdm- 
iaf ia the idea that this parent had to sos- 
taia» by the preeioos promises of the gospel 
bis afanost despoa4iiKg daughter; aad to 
anhattfi^ her, ngder the apprehension of ioiBie- 
diate dissolatioD, with the hope of a crowa 
1^ glory and an imperishable iaheritance, 
jost at baad ; and this, at a time, when his 
own heart was ready to break with the dread 
of being immediately bereared of his child, 
whom he loved more than his own life ; thea 
may I have occasion to bear in mind thi^ 
memorable day, witb no ordinary emotions. 
I will, however, proceed tp giv^ as correct a 
detail of it, as my still agitated mind enables 
me to recollect; pr^aising that it is only a 
pait of wbal; took place, that I eao state ; 



and even that part, ii<it peifaaps, in the exact 
&[deir and time wh^a it ibook plaee ;' ot in the 
(irecisewordsy in which eirery i^aiHg WAS saidr 
After the first enkolaoiis had, in some de-» 
gree, sul>Mdedy my daughter said, " I tJttt 
dying— O pmy for me, father !** I reptied^ 
'* 1 hope not, my de&r. God is all-snffi-' 
cient ; and he can raise yon i^ again. Doa^t* 
be alarmed." I jperceiVed howerer, iimt th6' 
agony of her miird was great, and I said all 
that my hurried feelings would allow, to com- 
pose her. I dwelt on the encouraging pro- 
mises of the gospel ; and eadeavoured Uy 
^i before her ** the loving-kindness of the 
Lord,^ in sending his Son to be apropitia- 
tion for our sins. I directed her to Ike cross 
of Christ, on which our sins were expiinted ;- 
and assured her, that none were ever rejected/ 
who placed their dependence there. *' Yes, 
she replied, but when he called, I refused ;' 
and now, when I call, be will reject me.'*' 
** You have aHogedier mistaken, I said, the 
$Kpplication of the awful passage of Scripture 
(Prov. i. 24, &c.) to Which you allude. It 
refers to characters, who have faaidened them- 
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selves in iniquity ; who hare turned a AetiS^ 
ear to God, when calling them by his woYd 
and his proyidence to repentance, and who 
have refused to be reformed : they had '^ set 
at nought all his counsel, and despised all his 
reproof Beside, I said, supposing your 
views of yoiirself to be correct, you must 
recollect that the gospel offers pardon to 
'f the chief of sinners :** Uiat the Saviour de- 
clares, ^' him that cometh unto me, I will in 
iUMoi«e cast out ;" and God has said ''though 
your sins be as scarlet, Uiey shall be as white 
as snow ; and though they be red, like crim- 
son, they shall be as wool/' As she still 
refused comfort, and charged herself with 
insincerity in her profession of religion, I con- 
tinued to repeat such passages of Scripture as 
offer encouragement and assurance of mercy 
to the greatest offenders. I reminded her of 
the Publican, who smote upon his breast, 
and cried, God be merciful to me a sinner; 
and who went down to his house pardoned 
and justified. In this emergency, it did not 
seem expedient-to dispute the point, whether 
she was reaUy the character, which, in thb 
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fiioment of alami, sh«i considerQd heraelf;^ 
^ut admitting, it to be^ to the full extent,. a3- 
Jl)^r. fears had cruelly misrepresented and dis- 
torted it, I thought it best to shew her, that 
l^e gospel has made abundant provision for 
the pardon and acceptance of all who comer 
lUQitp God by Christ : and that none would be 
rqjeeted, who 'Uiave fled for refuge, to lay hold 
Qf\ the hope set before them." Her mind seemr 
ii^)lp.for a n^oment, to be relieved by these pas- 
pages, of fiicripture; but she soon replied: 
V .J d9,n<)t fpel any love for Jesus, ChrisC J 
l^|i^dJ( *^ your feeling, at this time, so little 
|9ve to the Saviour, arises from your fears thoit 
jtl^.,wiU reject you. If you were assured that 
he loves you, and has forgiven your sin»; 
l^Quld you not then love him ?" ^ " O yes, O 
^es^she «aid, indeed I should !" " Well, my 
dear, I replied, the ;reason why any of ud 
love him,, i^, because *' he first loved us;^ 
;i^id Uie moment you cease to put away from 
yo.u his gracious promises of pardon, you will 
be filled with love and gratitude to him. 
During the w:hole of this conversation, her 
^eyes were; continually.lifted. up toi^ardi^ he%* 



164 

yen : and dioagfaherlabonring breadi seaitSe^ 
lypennitted her to articniate a single sen- 
tence, and her pulse could now with difficulty 
be felt, yet she kept urging the Publican's 
prayer, " God be merciful to me a sinner;*' 
and appeared, at times, in an agony, lest her 
suit should be rejected. There was occasion 
about this time, to give her some liquid, to 
support her sinking frame ; and in putting the 
spoon to her mouth, my feelings instinctively 
urged me to say, " The blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, which was given for thee, pre- 
serve thy body and soul unto everlasting life; 
Drink this, in remembrance that Christ^s 
blood was shed for thee, and be thankful." 
She received the cordial, with the greatest 
•solemnity ; and seemed to lift up her heart to 
God, that she might receive the sacramental 
blessing. As both our minds became some- 
what tranquilized, I entered into a more 
calm conversation with her on the promises' of 
the gospel* I said, *' did Jesus Christ come into 
the world to call the righteous to repentattc<f' 
** O ! no, she replied, he came to <call«amer», 
ha came to call ■ sitmers to repentance." 
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*^ You think yourself losiJ'' " Y^s, ind^ 
I do," — ** Whom did Jesus Christ come tQ 
seek and to save ?" *' He came, she said/t0 
seek and to save that which is hst.^ " Well, 
then, do you not think he came to seek an^ 
to gave you?" " I Aope, she replied, I hope 
he did." **Hope ! I said^ it is certain he di^. 
He cannot deny himself, and you should luot 
discredit his word. It is unbelief, which 
rejects comfort, when it is so freely 
offered ; and you may offend Uie blessed and 
-compassionate Saviour, by disbelieving J^s 
most positive declarations. You seem to 
think it difficult to believe that God will sav)e 
sinners ; now I should despair of your being 
.saved, if you did not feel yourself a sinn^jr. 
You can scarcely admit that the Father of 
mercies will regard the humble and contrite; 
and you think him reluctant to admit sucfi 
into his favour : but was there any appei^- 
Auce of such unwillingness to be reconciled 
^o us, -whm he *^ gave his only begottep 
&€»" to die for us T " O no i" she replieij^ 
^-God $Q loved the world, th^t he gav^ }pi& 
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Mlj begotten Sob, lii^ wkotonxr beiieredi 
im Mm, shovU set peiisk, bat kave everiast- 
Ing life.* " Yes, Hiy lore, I replied, wmA 
caly think bow plais and simple an affair 
fiutfa is. Yoa remember oar LordTs ears 
beantifal illosCration of it : *' As Moses lifted 
«p the serpent in tbe wilderness, so mast Ihe 
ion of man be lifted ap ; tfaat whosoerer be- 
lieyeth in Imn, sfaonid not perisb, batbave 
)9ireriasting life.** ^ O yes! O yes! s^ 
wM, I remember the brazen serpent : tboae 
^rho were perishing with the bite of the aer- 
'^eiit, looked at it, and lived. O Lord l^esan 
-4>brist, thou wast lifted np on the oposs : I 
iock to thee! O suffer me n^t to perfi&! 
'O Miffer me not to perish!" I then stid, 
-'^ Do you not think, my dearest child, that 
T most tenderly loVe you^'' *' O yes! ste 
*aaid, I am sure yon do : kiss me," and the 
ttnked my face, with inexpressible tender- 
ness. ** So great, I said, is myloye for yoa, 
that, if I might be permitted to exchange 
t^^aces with yon, I would most gladly die ih 
your stead. Now mtrk th^ langnagci of the 
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boly iscF^Uar^ : ^* like «$. a fatibi^r pkieA 
biJ9 children, sD Uie Lord pitiedi tib^m tkat fear 
hiiQL." You see your faearenly Father pilielfa 
youy as much as I do : will he then cast you 
away V " I hope nott I hope not V she re- 
, pUed. " You DecoUect, do you not, the casci of 
.£phr£um bemoaiuiig himself, las you do: 
and what said God in cetum ?' She immedi- 
iitely re|died, '^ Is £phraam my dear son ? 
IS be a pleasant child ? and was proceeding 
iriHiti the affecting passage — but her labour- 
ing bseath would^not pemut her to £nii^ it. 
I 4iierefore conchld^d it, — '' since I spake 
^gain^ him,I do earnestly i««eniber himstiU: 
.th^re^ore my bowels are troubled for him: 
I will surely hare miercy upon him, saith due 
JLord." '' Beautiful! beautiful!" she exr 
jolaimed. I th^Ei manidoned many other paa- 
•ages of Sfcripiiure» in which mercy is prot- 
Hoised to the p^oiiteat believer, in the mo9^ 
mdimited and HuconditioBal terms; and added 
•— ** you see, my dear, that the whok Bibb 
«eemfii to be written ftx tjbe eicdaragemenl; of 
ihc Immhlo and pewteot; aod lo meet a cas^ 

L 3 



IflB 

like jcmn.^ I dwelt particalaily on the case 
of liie prodigal sod, who said " I w31 aiise, 
aad go to mj iaAet'^ and on die fiuker 
seeing '' him a long way mff, and rmmumg^ 
m^ falling an kU neck, and kUting him J* I 
asked, ** does this look like a reactance on die 
part of our heavenly Father to receive those, 
who come to him for meicy V *' O no ! O 
no !" she replied : ** and, I said, diis history 
is the more remarkable, and enconraging, be- 
cause our Lord recorded it for the direct pur- 
pose of inducing the yery worst of cha- 
racters to come to him, and of setting fordi 
his abundant mercy towards such as do re- 
turn.'' She seemed considerably calmed, if 
not comforted, by diis conversation ; and, after 
some interval, I said, ** You have no doubt, 
my dear, of Jesus Christ being able to save 
to the uttermost all that come unto God by 
him." '' O no ! she replied with peculiar 
emphasis, none whatever, I only doubt whe- 
ther he will save meJ^ And then, claspii^ 
her hands, in an agony, she prayed, ** God 
be merciful to me, a sinner ! O Lord Jesus 
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Christy who wast lifted up upon the crocs 
to save sinnersy do not suffer me to perish P 
She then exclaimed. 

Rock of ages, lent for me ! 
Let me hide myself in thee ! 

And was endeayonring to proceed with this 
affecting hymn, with an energy and emphasis 
I never saw equalled ; — but her breath and 
her strength failed ; and she could only re- 
peat, with a convulsive sob, here and there a 
word or two. I therefore read over the 
whole to her ; and with her hands still closed, 
and her eyes eagerly lifted up to heaven, 
she uttered now and then a word after me ; 
but when I came to the passage — 

Nothing in my hand I bring : ' 
Simply to the cross I ding ; 

Her whole manner and countenance instantly 
reminded me of Job's expression — '* Thongb 
he slay me, yet will I trust in him :" foT never 
did a sinking mariner take faster hold of the 
last plank, than she seemed to do, upon the 
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cross. When I proceeded to the followug 
words, 

Vae, I to the fountain fly. 
Wash me, Saviour, 4ir I die ! 

Never shall I forget the effort and vehemence 
with which she reiterated, 

Wath me, Sariour, or ItBt! 

No language, that I am master of, can con- 
vey an idea of this affecting scene. All 
around her bed were dissolved in tears; and 
what were the sensations of her parent's 
breast, others must be left to conceive* 
When we had, in some degree, recoveied 
ourselves, I proceeded with the hymn; and 
again I must leave imagination to supply 
what I have no words to fconvey, when I 
read to my sweetest child, appireotly in the 
last conflict with death, and who also made 
an effort to repeat almost every word after 
me; 

While I draw this fleeting hreath ! 
VHmh my eye-atringshmk in death ! 
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When I soar to worlds unknown, 
See thee, on thy judgment throne t 
Rode of ages ! rent for me, 
Let me hide myself in thee ! 

During the whole of this time, the self- 
abasement and deep humiliation of my 
beloved child^ were such as I never before 
witnessed: and every thing conveyed the 
idea of a being, utterly bereft of hope, save 
as the cross of Christ, upon which she held 
with the firmest grasp, kept her from sinking. 
i It is not to be supposed that the whole 
of this conversation, and these efforts, took 
place, without considerable interruptions. 
Her bodily frame could not have endured 
them, for she was gasping for breath, and it was 
necessary to fan her every moment, to enable 
her to breathe at all. Her pulse had sunk 
almost to the last perceptible feeling ; and 
every breath appeared as the last she could 
draw« It was about this time that Dr. Pope 
arrived: and the interest which this kind 
friend^ and experienced physician, took in 
the state of my dear daughter's mind, as well 
as her body/ demands nfy warmest thanks^ 
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So far from giving an unseasonable interrup- 
tion to the solemn transactions, which were 
passing between the parent and his child, he 
gave them a direct countenance, and deeply 
sympathized with the mental sufferings of 
both. He did not, however, forget his pro- 
per office: for though the physical case 
seemed now almost desperate, yet he aTailed 
himself of every means, which his skill could 
devise, to sustain his sinking patient, and 
keep alive the dying spark. Nor were they 
in vain. Some temporary relief was pro- 
cured; but it was only to be followed, kobn 
after his departure, with agonies still itfore 
dreadful. Over this scene, I miist dra^ a 
veil; only remarking, that for the greater 
part of an hour, what appeared to be the 
mortal conflict was carrying on in a way that 
pierced every breast, in every part of my 
house, (for in every part, the distressing 
sounds were heard) with heart-rending griief. 
During this period, when the power of utter- 
ance was given, she often asked ''how long?" 
She said, " this is the valley." She prayed 
again and again, ** Lord Jesias I receive my 
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spirit ! Lord Jesus ! receive my spirit !" IVo 
of our medical friends were present, during 
this awful period ;' and, as well as ourselves, 
supposed that every breath might be the 
. last. The syncope however, again, partially 
<..aLubsided; but never so as to give us the 
:jlligj)test hppe^ till towards evening, that she 
f.;<;Qqld, at the longest survive a few hours. 
^ ^Sihe had, during this dreadful period, frequent- 
.. jj enquired the hour of the day, for the 
purpose, as she afterwards told me, of ascer- 
taining how long she probably had to live ; 
for she said she had heard it remarked, 
that the hours of nine, twelve, three, &c. are 
those on which death usually takes place : 
and as each of those hours approached, she 
expected the conflict to be over, fier mind, 
however, was evidently now more composed ; 
and the terror of death was, in a great degree, 
removed. About tiiree o^clock, she was so 
Ar relieved, as to be able to look, without dis- 
may, at her approaching dissolution ; and as 
I was standing by her pillow, she desired 
me (with what emotions, I will not attempt 
to describe; but still,— considering her in* 
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tense affection for her brothers, with momp 
composure than I could have expected) to 
give her love to Charles «nd James, (then 
at Oxford,) and then to her nearest relations^ 
mentioning them by name; and afterwards, 
to several of her most intimate Mends, whose 
napnes she also mentioned. After this, she 
thanked Mr. T. Ives for his kind attentions ; 
and then the friends and servants, who stood 
round her bed ; and sent her thanks to those 
that were absent. A short time after this, I 
observed my dear 'little boy, her youngest 
brother, hovering about the chamber door, 
deeply affected at the state of his sister, and 
apparently wishing to catch a glance of hec 
I brought him in ; and the moment my dear 
Hannah fixed her eye upon this little brother* 
whom she exceedingly loved, she exclaimed 
with the greatest affection, '' O my dear Sam^ 
come to me ! Kiss me ! Be a good boy ; and 
aay your prayers. Tit* tenderly loves you. Be 

* This was the fond appellation, by vhidi my deai 
Hannah was generaUy addietaed by all the family. She 
jreceived it from her first biother, who, beftm he could 
distinctly say, Sister, used to call her 7V«. 
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«ure you be a good boy ! Tit is going to 
dieT This was uttered with such exquisite 
tenderness, that the dear boy burst into tears, 
and could not cease from weeping for sere- 
ral hours. And O how did the last sentence 
"Tit is going to die/' — thrill through the 
bosom of her parent ! The sound seems still 
in my ears, and causes unutterable yearnings 
of heart. 

Her dear mother (and happy was it for 
her) was confined to her bed, during the 
greater part of this awful day, in a distant 
part of the house, by one of her violent at- 
tacks of the head-ache; and was kept, as 
much as possible, ignorant of the state of 
her beloved child; but hearing, at length, 
her piercing and convulsive sobs, she hasten- 
ed to the immediate scene of distress, and 
was so affected, as to be incapable of re- 
straining her poignant gi-ief. When my 
daughter had a little revived, and saw the 
iifHiction of her tender mother, she affection- 
ately requested her to leave the room. After- 
wards, thinking this request might seem un- 
kind, she expressed the deepest concern; 
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and said ^^ O, I fear my deaiesi moliier 
will think, wheo I requested her to -go away, 
that I did not wish to have her company. O, 
tell her it was because 1 griered to aee htr 
distress, that I made the requeat. If I eonld 
aeem unkind to such a modi^ , it would be 
sad indeed !" 

As she was now somewhat relieved from 
her most painful and distressing symptoms, 
we wished her, if possible, to get a little 
rest* After a short time, adyancing softly 
to the side of her pillow, I observed her, 
with her hands and her eyes lifted up, in 
earnest prayer : and then she uttered, with 
extreme emphasis and energy, the follbwing 
couplet of a hynm, which I had never before 
heard: — 

O ! for a glance of heavenly day, . 
To melt this stubborn stone away ! 

Her strength would not allow her to proceed^ 
.but she was mentally engaged in prayer for a 
^considerable time; and J doubt not was 
making tbo cPQiplaint, fmd urging the peli- 
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Ckn Motaiiied m ' tke h«f«M, 'wkich I frfaoe 
ait <he ^bot ^ the pag«. * Slie soon aiW 
i^peated a line or t)MH> of the hymn, begitt-> 
nng Willi 

There is a fountain filled with hlood. 
Drawn from Immanuel's veins ; 
And sinners plunged beneath that flood. 
Lose all Hbeir 'gifity stains. 

And, I a^aia directed her attention to the 
all^atoning sacriAce ; . and esipecially to Jesus 
Christ, as our grieat '' High Priest, who 
maketh intercession for us, at the right hand 
of God." I said — " We have not a High 
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^ O fSsr a glaoee of- heaireiily -day, 
To melt this stubborn stone away ; 
Aad thivw, whfa beimis of love wvine, 
This heart, this frozen h^t of mine. 
The roclu can rend, the earth C9n quake. 
The seas can roar, the mt untaias shake ; 
Of feeling, all things shew some sign. 
But this unfeeling heart of mine. 
To hear the sorrows diou hast felt, 
TVhat but an adamant would melt ? 
Jiat I caa read CM^ mosdng line. 
And nothing moves this heart of mine. 
Eternal Spirit ! mighty God 1 
IK> than a|^plf the Saviour's bloodi 
'TIS 1^ rii^ blood, and his alone. 
Cob nofc and m«k 4iiit test if 4taAe. 
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Priest, wlio eamiot be toacbed witb tbe 
feeling of our infinnities; bat one, who 
having '' suffered being tempted, is able 
to succour them that are tempted." I 
added, ^ do consider, my dear, in what 
various ways the scriptures address them- 
selves to us, in order to comfort those, 
who, like you, are in deep distress. God 
h^ not only bound himself by promise, but 
confirmed that assurance by oath, ** that, by 
two immutable things, in which it is impossi- 
ble for God to lie, we might have strong con- 
solation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold 
of the hope set before us.^ Her mind ap- 
peared to be comforted by these, and similar 
passages of scripture; and she repeated 
after me, many of the most striking parts of 
them ; but yet she seemed almost airaid of 
taking to herself the consolation they offered^ 
lest she should deceive herself. On one oc«> 
casion, when she had been again saying. Lord 
Jesus ! receive my spirit I I said, " my 
dear, angels are ready to conduct you to 
Abraham^s bosom. You know ^they con- 
ducted Lazarus thither/^ . ** y09 i ^^^ ^^9 
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tatA I hope they will, mine ! You think then 
he Will not reject me?" " Think! my dear 
^hild, — I am mre he will not : it is impossi^ 
hie he should ! There never was an instance, 
and never tri7/ be, whilst the world continues, 
of a trembling sinner, clinging, as you do, to 
the Saviour, who was rejected. I could not 
believe the scriptures, and should have no 
hope of salvation myself, if I could doubt of 
the willingness of God to receive those who 
c6me unto him through Jesus Christ, as I 
aiii sure you do/* 

In this, and such like language, I fre^ 
qUently addressed my beloved daughter, in 
thid her day of sore affliction and distress ; 
and I trust the Holy Spirit, to whom I ear- 
nestly looked up for aid, carried the conso- 
lation' I so anxiously desired, to her heart. 
She became, towards the close of the day, 
exceedingly tranquil : the bitterness of death 
li^eemed to have passed, and a smile of sere- 
nity wats diffused over her countenance. 
Her breathing, however, was still lAost diffi- 
cult ; -and though Ihb symptoms were less 
aMMing, as-thleateiiinjgUistdiitifissohttoit; 



yet tiiere wa& no change m her malady ii*4iidi, 
could afford ua the most distant hope o£ re^ 
covery. Her pulse was scarcely percepti- 
ble : the faaning was obliged to be incessant* 
ly kept up ; and one servant relieyed ano- 
ther, by rubbing her almost senseless ex- 
tremitiesy through the whole day. 

In the night, however,, to the astonisfa" 
ment of ail around her,, she began gradually 
to revive. Her pulse improved ^ the respira- 
tsoa was less difficult, and she spent a com^ 
paratively calm ancT peace^ night. I did 
not setire till midnight ; and I desired to be 
called at three ia the morning. Never was I 
more astonished thsm. when, on entering iAke 
sick room, my dearest daughter, cast her de« 
lighted eye upon me ; and reached out^ her 
hand^ and said, with a heavenly smile, " I 
am better." Mr. Ives of Chertsey, who, as 
I before mentioned, slept every night under 
my roof, had been early called up to a dis- 
tant patient : but, before he went, he discor- 
yared that the leg, which, the day before,, had 
lost all sensation, was considerably swollen 
and inflaaied.. Ha. immediately applied a 



•MMtorlO'rlhe part» and said; that be'lttd 
^tiU hopes. The Bwelling and mflamtEatioii 
^coalinued to increase, till the leg becane 
jMBsible of pain^ on the slightest touoh« Df. 
%Pope visited her early in the morning; aad 
.^Aer carefully examining all the symptoms, be 
pronounced that there were safficient grounds 
for hope that all might yet succeed accord- 
iiif to our « wishes : and after giving' his 
;j«diciotis directions, he said, in his kind way, 
f* I hope we shall still keep thee, and rabe 
^iieeup-again: to do more good among thy 
ileif^boar*." The disease seemed now to 
4i»ve been transferred from the vitals,- to the 
'(extremities ; and the Doctor said ** our at^ 
Mention must now be chiefly directed to the 
leg.': This information, it is needless to Say, 
-filled tts all with unspeakable joy: and it 
•would be almost as difficult to conceive the 
.delight of this day, as the awful darkness of 
'tjkat which preceded it. Never shall I 
iixgGi the angelic countenance of my- dear 
: daughter daring this happy day. As soon 
«s she saw her mother, she said, f* O mothefr 1 
this is-. life from- l&e dead :'V and «eamed at a 
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jlotfs for language to express ber grstkodly 
:aiid diankfulness. I read some of the most 
f beautiful Psalms to her; and pardculariy 
.thaty on the restoration of the Jews from ci^ 
.tivity. These words especially were literally 
•fulfilled^ and we repeated them over and 
;over again, '* Our mouths were filled with 
•laughter ; and we were like them that dream*** 
iWe congratulated each other; we wrote 
letters to our friends ; we thanked God ; we 
•knelt around her bed, and poured out her 
hearts before our merciful and compassionate 
.Father, and intreated him to accomplish 
^hat he had begun, and again to raise up the 
4>bject of our ardent affection to health ap4 
Jiappiness. The whole soul of my sweet 
^daughter was filled with admiring love .and 
.gratitude. The bitterness of death, and the 
pangs of separation now seemed to be over : 
und we thought there was scarcely any thing 
remaining for us to do, but to " fhank Qod* 
and take courage/' The pulse resumed an 
almost natural course; the respiration was 
fre^; no pain.; no head-ache; nothing but 
the leg seemed to demand ouf .^^^tion : 
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iaii Aou^ diid was iexqilisiteiy sensible to 
"the toiibhy we almost rejoiced* in ^he p^, 
because it seemed to he the bitter remedy 
that was to restore the patient to perfect 
(health. Dui-ing, however, this general extil- 
tation, I felt, at times, a secret misgiving. 
Surely thought I, God has not thud lifted me 
up, to cast me down again: biitO, if this 
^ihtmldhe ^e case ! T knew there was suffi- 
'•dleht cause'for thus humbling me in the duiU 
before him. I saw clearly that I had been 
iddtizing my daughter, and that she haed 
entwined herself around the heart of my dein: 
wife and myself, in a way that I had n6t 
siispected. This brought me, in private, to 
the throne of grace, to beg, if possible that 
my sinful affections might be corrected in 
«ome other way, than by the loss of my dear 
«child. Still, I could not get rid of the words 
' — ^' thou hast lifted me up, and cast me 
-down again.^^ This feeling was, I trust, mer- 
cifully intended to prevent my being exalted 
above measure ; and being thus utterly oveN 
whelmed, when the dreadful stroke was to 
|]^ inflicted. - . :- 

n 2 
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' . Hf dear daogfater now ex^tessed her 
ewiett desive to deTOte herself eMkdj to 
theserriee of the blessed Safiour. She 
coBMdered herself as owing not only her 
eieationy and s^Tation to his boundlesB 
anercy, but even a sort of resurrection from 
the dead ; and the language of her gcalefiil 
heart was, " What shall I render unto God, 
for all the mercies he has done unto qk) 1*^ 
But here she spake with trembling. ** I am 
«a afraid, said she, lest these impressions 
should die away, when I am restored to 
life and health, and I should forget the towa 
I inade, in the day of my affliction ! O pray 
far me, that I may be kept from falling, and 
may glorify my heavenly Father." In simi- 
lar language, she expressed herself to her 
aunt; and among other things said^ — " O 
how differently does every thing appear on 
a death-bed, to what it did befoive l^ Her 
aunt read to <her several hymns and psalms, ~ 
and pariii^ularly the llCth. and 121st. She 
hegged her to read over again several parts of 
those psalms^ and especially the jj^ulial"^ 
appropriate first nine verses of the tlOtb* ' A 
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Havingj about noon^ a fair opportunky 
of talking with her a few minutes alone, -L 
asked her some questions on what had passed 
the previous day : such as, whether she was 
sensible and collected in the dreadful agony, 
when her convulsive sobs, pierced the re- 
motest corners of the house ? To which she 
replied, *^^ I was as sensible, as I am at this 
moment :" and added, ** if such be the act 
of dying, what must death itself be 7 I had 
often been afraid of death, but never before, 
of dying. O what a conflict was that?" 
Indeed it was a conflict ! Well may we prajr* 
in the striking language of our burial service-: 
** Sufi*er us not, at our last hour, for any 
pains of death, to fall from thee.'^ Perhaps 
not one in ten thousand recovers, as my 
daughter did, to tell us what these pains are,: 
and unspeakably thankful ought those to be, 
whose friends pass calmly through the valley 
of the shadow of death, and who gently fiedl 
asleep in Jesus ! I next asked her, why it 
was, that she viewed her case in so alarming 
a light ? and why particularly, she had spoken 
^ faeiaelf as a hypocrite? She repU^; 
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Aai^ dming Ae last winter, she had been 
less in earnest about religion than formerly : 
that she had gone to the sacrament, without 
preparation ; that she had paid more atten- 
* tion to dresSy than she ought to have done ; 
and that she had read too much of odier 
books, and too little, her Bible. Tliese were 
the overwhelming facts, which filled her with 
such inexpressible fears ; and these were the 
sins, which brought such dreadful guilt upon 
her conscience, as to make her case appear to 
herself to bepast hope ! O how differently do 
actions appear, on the verge of the grave, 
in the light of eternity, to what they seem 
to the gay and careless, in the bloom of 
youth, and in scenes of pleasure! What 
self-abasement did this account of my dear 
daughter's delinquences occasion in myself! 
May God Almighty make me more watchful, 
and more diligent in my proper work ; and 
preserve me from laying up materials for an 
awakened conscience to work upon, on a 
dying pillow I It seems that what the world 
ihink little things, will do this. The fact is, 
her iiabitual self-examination ; her scriptural^ 
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fiewfl cf the li6lmess of Ibe divine mttw^, 
aAd her acute sensibility of consoience ia^ 
j&ced a similar feeling to . &at cff Job^ when 
he said, ** I have heard of thee by the head- 
ing of the ear; but now mine eye.seeth 
Ihee : wherefore I abhor myself, and rep^ 
IB dust and ashes : '^ or that of Isaiah, 
9&eit he had seffn 'Vtbe Lord, sitting vpott a 
ihroiie :'' ** Wo6 is me ! for J ^tn vnelean,''^ 
ibr mine eyes have s^en the King, the Lord 
fit Hosts." I did not, however^ attempt to 
comfort her, by assuriag heir (contrary to the 
irath) that there was no cause Ibr hamiUalioti, 
.<m these accounts; but I again rciferred her 
to (he same sources of oonsolaliqii as I had 
done before ; and especially to the unlimited 
^omises of the gospel ; and to the interce^' 
jnon of Jesus Christ fet his people : telliog 
her, that ^^ if any man. sin, we have an ad*- 
vocatewitb the Fath^, even Jesus Cimst, 
ibe Righteons." In retoence to her agoaia^ 
ipg fears of deadi, I told hctr that she brought 
pnost bitterly to my remembrance my sinfal 
^glect, in nM having taken more Opportuni- 
tias.of taHfiftig;M[id».liet q» the BulyoGl.;0f 
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AeaAi mmA hnmgimg befote lier sack 
dcntioBs as were cmlcolmted to ternary its 
terms, sad laake h^ familJT widi it. la 
her asoai straia of setf-abaseaienty slie re- 
pliedy ** O finAer ! it was not ifov tinU haTe 
beea remiss ; but it was nuf backwardness in 
joia ia couTersatioa widi yoa, when yon hare 
entered on that subject. Ton have oftea 
introdnced it; and it was discontinued, be- 
cause I did not freely join in it^ The fwct, 
however, really is, that I had not properly, 
and at seasonable opportunities tamed tb% 
x^urse of conTeraation to this topic; aoir 
have I the least recollection tiiat it wte 
ever dropped, when it had commenced, from 
any indisposition, on her part, to take a 
share in it Whatever subject of a religious 
liature 1 brought before her, was always 
Attended to with a respect, bordering* oa 
reverence ; and if she made but few obser- 
vations on these occasions, it was because 
•he felt it due to her father implicitly to re* 
ceive his instructions. It was, however, a 
sad omission ; and bitteriy did I lament it, 
irlm J. saw fh# dis^rass^ unider which wi» 



189 

hboufed from mistaktB eoDoepiions of ber 
^fpnrn fitate, sBd t^bat migbt be the resultr 
jpf her passing OQi of time mto eteniity. 

In referring to the hymn, v^hich she had 
Tep<9cited with so much feeling and emphasis^ 
. X.iUi|9trated the expression- ^ Rock of ages, 
rent fof me. Let me hide myself in thee !" 
by obserTing that, in the wide and drearjr 
dMerts of the East, storms and tempests 
pfteB suddenly arise, and threaten the tra- 
veller with instant destruction. It may easily^ 
Iberefore, be conceived with what eagerness 
he looks aroimd him for shelter; and with 
what haste he betakes hiinself to the cleft of 
a rock, if such a refuge should present itself, 
ift Ins impending danger. Such a security 
1$^ Jesus Christ, when we are brought to see 
our dang^r^ and cry in our distress, ** what 
mnst I do to be saved T Hie prophet had 

. jthis in view, when he said ** a man shall be 
a3 a hiding place from the wind, and a covert 

^,^om tiie tempest" She lexclaimed, '^ O how 
beantifal! how beautiful!" She evidently 

^feU that thi» was exactly her case ; and that 

^,$He coM^tojfe for saiety,,fn tbejiite'tempest 
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of tier mind, no where, but in Jesus Christ. 
'I should have been glad to pursue this de- 
lightful conversation further; but I knew 
that I had already gone to the very verge of 
prudence; and therefore I left her, with a 
iweet smile of complacency on her coun- 
tenance ; and a heart overflowing with grar 
lEitude for the great things which God had 
done for her. I told her, at the same time» 
diat she must not expect that her malady 
would leave her, without some slight re-, 
lapses ; and that she must not be alarmed if 
some of its symptoms returned : but that w;e 
all now entertained the best hopes of her 
^covery. 

' I cannot help here remarking, that there 
was something in her countenance, her man«- 
nei, and even in the tone of her voice, dif- 
ferent from what I had ever seen in l^er 
before; and, if I may be allowed to say, 
what others thought as well as myself, there 
was something in her whole aspect almost^ 
angelic. The difficulty she had found in 
breathing had occasioned her to throw 
eff her cap; her fine auburne hair^ now 



bk disord^9 partly coveredf her face; het 
countenance was lightened up, with an in- 
c^sant stttile ; her languid efforts to assume 
Jui air of constant cheerfulness, that we 
iidght not suspect there was any thing alarm- 
&g in her case^ added greatly to the effect-; 
Mid her uninterrupted devotional feelings 
<^ve her a peculiar animation, and yet an 
appearance of gentleness, which were ex- 
4^edingly affecting. She looked with so 
uracil benevolence and tenderness upon all 
*WUp approached her; and spoke with sp 
nitich sweetness to every one, who had oc* 
casioB to address her, that all felt themselves 
.-aii.'iiktfae presence of a being, almost more 
Ahm mortal. On ohae or two occasions, she 
Helta pFo|)ensity to indulge her accustomed 
phjffulness ; but she immediately corrected 
herself, as thinking it unsuitable tp her pre^- 
Mitt circumstances ; and once, when her 
Mint Samuel, with a view to make the siekr 
ffOOQi as cheerful as possible, said something 
or oilier ra^er jocosely, she w^speredt' ;is 
h»r ^ar,in the kindest maimer,. '^ I km afiraid^ 
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■qr dearaoatytkaitiib is aot q«te 
able.'' 

Li tkb frame of aind, Ae coatinawl the 

whole day ; bat towaids the coocInsioB of it, 

#be was eridently not so welL Her respnr 

tioo was less free ; add il became necessaiy 

again lo fan b^^ and to ap]^y the smeDiag 

l>ottle. Bttt tbe most fonnidable symptiMB 

was, tbe ahnost iBstantaneons cessalioB of 

jpaio in her 1^. She mentioned this to Mx* T. 

Ires, who immediatelj manifested his fears 

by his dejected countenance* Kie asked 

him why he looked so seriens : he affboted 

to be surprised at her questioi ; bnt she iii> 

, stantly peroeired that something was Wnmg ; 

alidy as she afterwards told us, she appie- 

hended that a mortifioation had taken place, 

jand that she should probably hare to undergo 

«n amputation of the limb. With this im- 

'prteBsion en her mind, it is most extraordinary 

how she maintained her accustomed ohfeeiA4« 

oess } for though at the first discovery, she 

^^. a j pi ^e a red sometthat cast down, yet she soon 

{■HiiiNttafid her spkiftSy and seenwd to have for- 
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^tten that any change for the worse hali 
taken place. The fact is, she was most anid- 
ous to prevent her fnends feeling any alarm ; 
and when they appeared at all dejected, she 
assumed a more than ordinary air of ease. 
She had also a mind, though naturally timid, 
capable of being wrought up to a very high 
. pitch of courage, when the emergency called 
for it : and I have not the least doubt that, 
had her suspicions of a mortification been 
well grxHinded ; and an operation been deem- 
ed necessary, she would have submitted to 
it, without a minrmur; and have still smiled 
on her agitated friends. 

' Her medicine was now changed, and a 
few drops of laudanum, for the first time, 
were given with each dose. This occasioned 
her to sleep, at intervals, the greater part of 
the night ; and her pulse evidently improved. 
Go Thursday she continued considerably 
better. The swelling and inflammation ,in 
her leg again increased ; and it was thought 
that, if there were strength enough left in her 
constitution, the disease might still be thrown 
off. It; was deemed ^iprqper to ke^ her at 



quiet as possible duriDg dus day, tliat her • 
little remaining strength might not be use- 
lessly expended, and Mr. Ives, said to her, 
'^ I am afraid Miss Jerram, yon talked 
rather too much yesterday : you must be as 
still as possible to-day, and not talk at alL^ 
** That, Mr. Ives, she said, in her playfWl 
way, is a hard task ; where there are IndieM, 
you know they must talk." She was, how- 
ever, kept quiet ; and very little was s^d to, 
or heard from her, except what was con- 
nected with her food and medicine. But she 
still maintained her accustomed cheerfulness; 
and ga?e many intimations that she was no 
longer harrassed with fears. Those, who 
were constantly standing by her bed, ob- 
served that she was much engaged in mental . 
prayer, from the closing of her hands, and 
the lifting up of her eyes. Occasional peti- 
tions were heard, and they all bespc^ce the 
same humility, and entire dependence on 
God for grace to keep her from falling, if 
should again be restored to health, 
time, since serious danger had been 
dedf were Qur hopes of recov-ery 




105 

more saogutpe ti19.11 duiiog ihe greater pait- 
of this day. Etery thing seemed to proceed 
a$ ber medical atteudaAts could wish. The 
pulse were good; the respiration compar^- 
^vely eas J ; — the mind tranquil ; and she 
exjjoyed some apparently refreshing sleep. 
She did, indeed, onee or twice, on awaking, 
shew a momentary wandering of mind ; but 
this was ascribed to the effect of lauda- 
num^ a small portion of which she took in 
each of her doses of medicine. « On one of 
these occasions, I was standing h'f her pillow, 
when she awoke; and throwing back her 
hair — she said '^ it b time to go down." • I 
said, " whither, my dear?" " O dear, she 
said, with a sweet smile at her own confu- 
sion of mind, -r- 1 must recollect myself -I 
thought it was time to go down to prayers/' 
Towards the conclusion, however, of this 
day, the symptoms again became unfavoura- 
ble:, the paiu left her leg, and she said it 
^^med as if it did not belong to her. She 
thought her extremities were dying, and that 
the other foot was losing sensation : and I 
haiLi; jc^a£K>n tp >eUeTe tlu^t^ firpm tbia tai^> 
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teauaks to her mmt, aad Mr*. Rowfaad (a 
Idod net^ApouTf wfaooi By dhuigjiter sisai 
efteemedy aiid wbo was Tcry much nidi iicr 
Anmg the last few days of her iUiiess^^ plam- 
ly shewed that she apprdieiided deadi was 
rery near. She pnt oat her hands and point- 
ed to the nails, as indicating to her mind, 
flat her dissolntion was now commeiiciiig : 
and mentioned other things, which seeracA 
to put the matter, in her opinion, heyond all 
reasonable doubt. I allade to these miniite 
circumstances merely for the purpose of 
shewing, that her future tranquillity and un- 
disturbed repose of mind, did not arise from 
the flattering hope of ultimate recovery ; -^ 
but from a settled confidence in the safety of 
her case, and a £rm hope of a happy immor- 
tality. 

In the evening of ibis day, it was thought 
ncconHary, from the length of time in which 
she had lain in one position, to remove her to 
nVother part of the bed, and to adjust the 
in around her : and in making this at* 
,'lite extreme weakness became so vpf^ 



feui^ a9 to leave no one in doubt lyhajb miisf 
very soon be the issue. It required itwo 
persons nearly two hours to accomplish a 
small portion of the intended arrangement. 
The slightest motion affected her with the 
sensation of dying. She frequently whisper- 
edy (for now she could only, whisper, and 
.that, in broken sentences) '^ Never mind— it 
is of no consequence : I am going ! . now I am 
^oing V^ I saw her after this effort ; but did 
pot speak, as her strength was evidently ex- 
hausted. There continued, however, the 
same cheerful smile on her countenance ; and 
she afterwards took some interest in and gave 
some directions about the arrangements that 
were necessary for the night. A slight cpugh 
came on at times, and she evidently had not 
sufficient strength to expectorate. During 
the night, she dozed a little, but got no re- 
freshing rest. Every thing was now carried 
on by signs, or the gentlest whisper. It was 
necessary almost incessantly to use the fan^ 
to, keep breath in her. But not a single iur 
dication of impatience or iineasiness ap- 
peared. She was composed and placid; aii4 
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evidently' had hor nund at rest. She sakt Uk 

her mother, who took her taniy in wniting' at 

the bed of her dying daughter at tiiree' o'clock 

on Friday morning/ '* I am not afraid f and 

after a pause, she added, ** O mother! I 

hare many tilings, I wish' to say. I long to 

talk to you : but I hare nut strengtili.* Soon 

after^ she said, *' I haye no pain,~noDe 

whatever; but I feel an indescribable fan- 

*guor, and sinking." Her mother, perceiving 

the effort which a single word required, re* 

quested her to make a sign, by lifting up her 

hand, when she had occasion for any thing; 

but this seemed to her, even in her state of 

complete exhaustion, to be inconsistent 

with that respect 'which she owed to her 

affectionate parent> and she exclaimed, *' O 

mother, that would be shocking." 

When I approached her bed, about seven 
in the morning, she fixed her eyes upon me, 
nnd with a heavenly smile on her counte- 
nance, she said, ** I am not alarmed f 
Sweet creature ! But how was thy afflicted 
jMirent alarmed ! He saw thee sinking gra- 
duflUy iato-the arms of death ; and his soul 
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iqyBlted within him. He withdrew, and laid 
his case before him, '' who is touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities ; " and intreated 
that^ since '' the cup might not pass from 
him^" he might at length be able to say, 
^* not my will, but thine be done." 

Her stomach now, for the first time^ be- 
gan to loathe her medicine, and she was with 
difficulty persuaded to take it. Her mother, 
thinking it of the last importance that this 
should not be discontinued, and that Mr. 
Ives would more easily prevail upon her to 
take it than she could, called him out of the 
adjoining chamber, where, as usual, he was 
sleeping in his clothes. On his appearance^ 
my beloved daughter was much grieved that 
her reluctance to take the medicine, should 
have caused his rest to be disturbed, and 
immediately took it, though it evidently 
caused great nausea. During this morning, 
I went several times into the sick room, bnt 
placed myself, as much as possible, out of 
her view, lest the sight of my agitated conn* 
tenancy should disturb her repose. She 
continued to doze a considerable part of the 
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morning ; bnt took, at intervals, small qnan- 
tides of ezz, mixed in brandv. I left her 
room about two o*clock» and after being 
absent a short time, sent a message to re- 
quest that, if my name should be mentioned, 
I might be immediately informed. Soon 
after I retired, she asked one of her kind 
attendants, what oVlock it was; and was 
answered, " twenty minutes past two.** She 
directly repeated, — looking at her annt, 
" twenty minutes past two!" In a short 
time after, she said, " it is now half past; it 
will soon be three. Where is my father? 
He has not been lately in the room. And 
my dear mother?" I was immediately sent 
for. On approaching her bed-side, she 
asked, " ^s the Doctor coming?" I replied, 
I hoped he would soon be here. I then 
perceived that her dissolution was at hand. 
A cold sweat bedewed her countenance: 
her pulse was scarcely perceptible, and 
every thing indicated: that death was silently 
performing his last office. Her dear aunt 
was constantly employed in sponging her 
forehead with an aromatic ; and the grateful 
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creature kept testifying by signs, her thank- 
fulness for the refreshment it afforded her. 
I could no longer restrain my agonized feel- 
ings ; and I fear I must have disturbed her 
repose, at a moment, when it was peculiarly 
desirable that all should be still and corres- 
pondent with the awful event, which was 
taking place. I endeavoured, however, with 
as much self-command as I was master of, 
to direct her mind to the Saviour. I re- 
minded her of tlie brazen serpent. I said 
she was just within reach of the haven of 
rest I told her that angels were waiting to 
conduct her soul to Abraham's bosom ; tha't, 
in a few moments, she would be beyond the 
. reach of pain, and sorrow, and danger ; and 
that she was about to be welcomed into the 
realms of everlasting light and blessedness. 
She then just articulated, ** some egg.'' 1 
presented it to her, and as she was receiving 
it, I said, '' take this, in remembrance that 
, Christ died for thee : " and I have no doubt 
. she " fed on him, in her heart by faith.'' I 
still exhorted her to put her whole confi- 
dence in the atoning sacrifice ; and assured 
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her Ihat all wottld soon be welL She tfaes 
nade an effort to speak ; hor aant applied 
ha ear to her lips, and received her laai 
words, ** I hare no other hope!^ In about 
three minates, she breathed her last, 
a struggle or a sigh ; and passed firooi 
▼ale of tears to stand ** before the throne of 
Gody and serve him day and night in his 
temple : and she shall huiger no more, neither 
tlurst any more ; neither shall the sun light oH 
her, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is hi 
ike midst of the tiirone shall feed her, and 
shall lead her unto living fountains of waters; 
and God shall wipe away all tears firom her 
eyes.'' I approached her pillow, and kissed 
her beloved cheek, still moist with the dew« 
of death, and closed her eyes ! Sweet child 1 
• How beautiful was thy countenance, evea 
after the spirit had fled ! It seemed to re-* 
fleet a heavenly peace, and to assure us, '* all 
is well !" As her face had always beamed 
with delight upon us whilst living, so also m 
death, it retained its accustomed smile : and 
as long as it was proper to gaze on her 
mortal remains, we w^ere saluted with aa^ 
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sufeet i^n aspect as dbath, deprived of hU. 
sting, ever left on the triumphant Christian^ 
It semed to say, ^* Thanks be to God, who 
giveth us the victory ! " 

She died exactly at half past three 
o'clock, on Friday, the ninth of May, after 
she had just entered on her twenty-fourth 
year. As my dear wife, and two of thQ 
highly valued friends of my beloved daugh- 
ter, had joined with me, in earnest prayer, 
about half an hour before her death, that the 
Father of mercies would graciously support 
her in her last conflict; and grant her an 
abundant entrance into the everlasting king- 
dom, — a prayer which I doubt not he mer- 
cifally answered, — sq we again retired, and 
humbly implored him to reconcile our minda 
totihis sore visitation ; to bow our wills iai 
submission to his ; to be with us in this ftir^ 
nace of affliction ; to enable us to glorify him 
in the fire, and to sanctify the dispensatioii 
to our everlasting welfare. These prayem 
htave, I trust also been answered : for diougli 
liie fountain of our tears seems inexhaustible^ 
yet we have not been suffered to ** charge 
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God foolishly ;" nor to contest wi^ Imi ham 
right to dispose both of as and ouis, ^ as 
seemeth best to his eodiv wisdom." *' All, 
we are sure^ is well,*' with our dear daughter : 
and though our minds, in fond recollections, 
are constantly recurring to the beloTed ob- 
ject ; and the cuirent of our affections, which 
haye been flowing with a strong and con- 
stantly increasing tide, in this channel, for 
three and twenty years, has hitherto refused 
to take any other direction, yet ours is not a 
sorrow, which has no hope ; and it is not, I 
humbly trust, mixed with any portion of fret- 
fulness and repining. Whether the wound 
will be eyer completely healed, on this side 
the grave, I cannot as yet see : certain it is, 
that though I write this part of the memoir at 
the distance of five months from the departure 
of my beloved child, it still appears as far 
from being closed as it was at first; and we 
feel an instinctive propensity to get alone, 
and indulge our sorrows : yet our grief is not 
without its present advantages ; and I trust, 
it will '' yield the peaceable fruits of right- 
eousness." Our minds naturally turn to the 
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liappy abod^ of our bdloyed cluld : and w« 
a^^ire 8om(^wbat of the habit of conlem- 
plating Ih^ emplpymeDtSy as well as felicity^ 
of that blessed kingdom. Nor can we reflect 
pa our dear daughter drying her constant 
and transcendent joys from the overflowing 
kindness of the adorable Saviour, without 
leeliBg our hearts more strongly united to 
Lim than ever ; and desiring to know more of 
\dm, that we may enjoy still rich^ communi* 
catipns of his grace* It affords us a high 
gjiatification to think that we shall soon be 
Lsformed ** into his likeness, for we sbal) 
him as he is i^ and that ** our vile body 
irill, ere long, be iashioned like unto his g}o* 
pous bcidy ;?' and we shall ** be for ever with 
the {iOrd." In the mean time, it is no small 
honour and happiness to have trained up our 
daaghter, as '^ a tree of righteousness, the # 
j^ntiiig of the Lord.'' She was, it is true^ 
l^kken from us, when full of bloom, and pro* 
mising the dioicest fruit; but then she .has 
l^een safely transferred from an ungeniaL 
clime, where she would have been exp^M(e4 
to many a chilling blast, and deadly blight^ 
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to tbe panose of God, wliae ife is sMlered 
firooi erery stonn, and will blossoa ia m- 
iwSam^ beauty, and l>nii^ forth fruit, tlmMigk 
eredMilm^ aees. If she has been mt off m 
Ae midst of her dars, ret she has reached 
Ae resting place of the saints, withont bear- 
ing moch of the heat and burden of the day«- 
and were the choice now giren her, shs 
would not exchange her present society, cth- 
ployments, joys, and prospects, for the cares 
and sorrows, and dangers, and mortal con- 
flict, which are inseparably connected widi 
the most favoured condition of human life. 
As we ** shall go to her, but she will not 
return to us," be it our concern daily to 
ascend to that happy world in affection, and 
to become *^ meet to be partakers with the 
•aintfl in light.'' 

A few hours after the death of our daugh- 
ter, we opened the pocket Bible, which had 
been her constant companion ; and found, on 
a t)lank leaf, the following admonitory and 
most seasonable lines, which she seemed to 
hare recently copied with a pencil. 
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With peabeful mind, thy path of duty nm ; 
God Bothm^ does, nor suffers to be done, 
But what thou woulidst thyself, couldst thoal)iit 
Through all events of things, as well as tie. 



X nee4 not mention in what way they sheeted 
as. jOur beloyed daughter seemed to speak 
to QS from her exalted state of glory and feli* 
city ; and with a capacity vastly enlarged, 
and Tiews extending far beyond those of 
mortals, to" assure us that every thing had 
taken place, just as she could have wished: 
and that we also, as soon as we could see all 
Ifae links in the chain which connects earth 
and heaven, should fully approve of this dis- 
pensation of Divine Providence : in the mean 
.time, that we had appropriate duties to per- 
form, and ought not.to suffer grief to unfit us 
.for their due discharge. The lesson, I trust, 
.has not been lost upon us. 

fFhen the tidings of our affliction reached 
our dear friend, Mr. Wilson, he was entering 
^VL his Sunday's duty at St. John's : and sq 
greatly was he affected by it, that after his 
sennon- be announced it to his congregatipQ^ 
and gave notice pf his intention to iwfHCciTe 
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iirj lyvs <^MCF«9sai&rt«. 4a lk& day «tf 
feya^flft TIm :»Ic, |aaiM » it 
mffKK kiwlhr «»l«nMk : l»t v^a k 
#M dbe palpiit, §o andi wcicr Ittft 
tfif*xtf0m^^ tbaX a was kMie hekm ht 
fftfjmfnmct bis text, aad apprelKBnoBs 
pftfOarVun^.i that be woaM sot be able ia 
proc«:«^. WHfa nrach dHEcohr, be at kagJ k 
commffficfd ; but at erenr attempt to wpf Ir 
fjff my belorved child, bis Toice was stifled, 
and he altimately found it necessary to saj 
thai he could not approach that subject. 
The sympathy y T need not add, was genenl ; 
and probably a stronger impression was Ihns 
mnAfi on the; audience than if he had bean 
aMo^ with his usual energy, to say all Alt 
hin full heart would have dictated. His 
discouroe was founded on the worda of 
David to JonatfaaUi in the Ist of Samuel 
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9w ** Tinly, as tiie Lotd lir^, mad as 
ttj soul liyedi, there is but a step betweea 
■ie aikl dealli.'' 

Om die Smday following, I onderstandU 
he addressed a Tery crowded audience at 
.St. John's, on the same words ; and there, 
having less excitnnent firoai^ peculiar cir- 
«nnstances and surrounding objects, he was 
■ot |»eT«ited by his affectioBate feelings, 
from urging, with great effect, the importance 
at early religion, and an habitual preparation 
iot the af^roach of death. It affords me no 
j^ommon gratification to record these proo6 
jof my dear finend's tender regard for my 
'beloved dau^ter, not cmly as they shew the 
opinioii entertained of her, by one who was 
able la estimate her character; — but espe- 
cially as they are connected with the per- 
suasion that ipaay young persons have be^i 
.profited by h^ death. It seems to be <me of 
-tike designs of Diyine Proyidence, in sud- 
denly and prematurely remoying indiTiduals 
from this world, to arrest the attention of the 
kTiBg: and when any persons, who are 
likely to engage a more than common share 



yx4^At iaiMwsCi. cillMr by llie 
i^^iMur oi tiKrir *hnA. or by their takat aad 
• ,.^t,L\jik :u lite, sjv" *^ cot off from the laad 
■i tiitt liTing.'^ it seems to lay an obB^alkm 
J a :uui»e wtb> '' watch for souls," to make 
lUiK sttitab£e improTement of the di^^ea- 
s;itu>A. And it is with this object chiefly 
in yiewy that I have been offering this tribnte 
ol.' parental affection to my only and bdoTed 
daughter. I found it peculiarly gimiifyia g 
to Diy present state of mind, to refresh mj 
recollection' with the principal occurrences of 
the file and death of a dau^ter so exceed- 
ingly dear to me; and to record them m 
soch a way, as to afford an opportunity of 
renewing the impression, when from distance 
of time, and later engagements, it might be 
^Lpected that her beloved image would be- 
come less yivid and familiar. Nor will I 
deny that it has afforded me a refined plea- 
tore to have such an opportunity of pro- 
enring, for the memory of my child, a place 
in the esteem and affection of ** the excellent 
of the earth." But I could not have recon- 
ciledjljndi my sense of duty, to make these 
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.tbe liltiinate, or even the principal object of 
this little work. I have constantly had be- 
fore me a more appropriate and important 
aim. I have wished to engraft instruction 
on the various incidents, which I have had 
to record ; and to take advantage of the 
sympathy, which I am persuaded my nar- 
rative will have excited, especially among 
the young, by turning the affections into a 
right channel, and directing the mind to the 
noblest pursuits : and happy, indeed, shall 
I . think myself if this tribute of affection to 
jny dear Hannah, become the vehicle of 
spiritual blessings to a single individual. I 
can conceive of nothing that would be more 
gratifying than a result like this, to the feel- 
ings of the subject of this memoir, if we 
may be allowed to suppose, — and I do 
not see why we may not, — that the " spirits 
of the just'^ take an interest in the 
affairs of this lower world. She would be 
content, I am persuaded, again to pass 
through the dreadful terrors of the valley of 
death, could she be made the instrument of 
essential and spiritual benefit to one immor^* 
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telbdag* It was die tint wish of her heart, 
whfle Ihiof^, to do good; sad her eoiate- 
aeace would have beaaied with inezpiesAle 
delight^ when Ijing oa the bed of death, 
could she have anticipated that the nanatioft 
of the fears through which she had passed, 
would be the meaos of awakening the attea* 
tion of others to prepare for the awlul con- 
flict. This subject is of such importance 
that I trust 1 may be excused, if I still dwell 
upon it; and avail myself of this narratiTe 
to make a serious and affectionate address 
TO THE YOUNG^ on the importance of imr 
mediately taking a decided part in an afiair 
of everlasting moment. 

Suffer me then to remind you^ that the 
talvation of your s&ul is, of all concerns tn 
the world, the most important. What is( 
THE SOUL? What are its capacities?—-^ 
What its destiny ? — What is the body?—* 
What is the measure of its enjoyments? — and 
what its duration ? Each of these questional 
is pregnant with reflections of overwhelming 
magnitude, Stretch imagination to its ut^ 
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modt limit, and it will fall infinitely short of 
the reality. Compare these conipcneni parti 
of man with each other. The one allies you 
with *♦ the spirits of the just," — with angels, 
with God himself: the other, you have in 
common with '^ the beasts that perish.'* 
The soul is capable of unlimited attainments 
in knowledge; is susceptible of the most 
crxquisite pleasures ; and is a fit associate 
for the most exalted and spiritual beings. 
What has the body, — earthly, sensual and 
groTellingy — to put in competition with these ? 
Follow the soul into its residence in the 
future world. Connect it with everlasting 
ages : view it, as surviving " the wreck of 
matter, and the crush of worlds," and a$ 
measuring its duration with the eternal God 1 
Look at the body in the dark and dismal, 
receptacles of the dead, saying '' to corrupr 
tion. Thou art my father: and to the wonUi 
Tboii art my mother and toy sister ! " ' Weig^ 
the two in a balance ; and connect with them 
eajtth and heaven. Put f all that is in the 
world,, the lust of the fle^h, the lust of the 
^ye, and (he ppde of life/' ii| pi^e scale ^ 
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sad a CTViTKif skvT ; aikd aa 

aad jfnrfr dua itre e^enuJ ; axid €Bpknr»eBU 
lliat eatr^xf; auid ezoK^ble m££^; sad &e 
fall Tifdoo of thfc cioiifitd SavMo-, a»d tiie 
fnudfm of God, ixcu» the oilkeT : aad yoa will 
hare a enua k^* diist ia one, and die uurene 
IB the <4ber. 

Kutow'tt dboo lix Bcportsiee of a soul iiumutli r? 

Bdicld this mwhriight ^obt ! v<idds oa raids ! 

AaiaziDg poBBp ! iwVwiWf lint amare ; 

Tea dMvnod add ; add tvScetc&dioiiHBdBMR; 

Then wdg^ die vfaflle: one aoal o ai» q g|tt thd «B; 

Aad calls tfa* agonishmg magnifioeaoe 

Of tmintdligent cxeadon, poor. 

Now permit me, my yoimg firiend, seii- 
oasly to ask you, to which of these haf e yoa 
hitherto paid your chief attention. TVliich 
do you first think of, when you awake in the 
morning ? Which excites the greater anxiety 
through the day ? and which makes the last 
impression, when you repose at night, upon 
your pillow? Oh! to what sad reflections 
would (juestiona like these give hirth ! Yet 
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still, let me intreat you to weigh them. 
They may, at first, alarm you : but if they 
induce you, as I trust they will, to form a 
due estimate of the soul, they may lead to 
the commencement of a course of conduct, 
which will issue in your happiness, both in 
the present life, and in the world to come. 

When your mind is suitably impressed 
with the value of the treasure you possess, 
your next concern will be to secure it from 
danger. The merchant^ who carries about 
with him precious gems, exercises an almost 
sleepless vigilance that he may not lose 
them : and if, hitherto, you have been fear- 
less of danger, your repose must have arisen 
from your ignorance that you also possess a 
" pearl of great price;" and may, in a 
moment, be deprived of it. Indulge no 
longer in this thoughtless security. You are, 
whether you are aware of it or not, on the 
precipice of ruin. " Sin has brought death 
into the world, " and " all are sinners." The 
sentence of condemnation is aheady pro- 
nounced, and may, immediately, be executed. 
Is it not then high time to awake out of sleep T 
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to be sftTed ! * Ib what wmr Bay the awU 
tenteBce be rerencd ! How nmy I escape 
*' tbe wntfa to come ?"" Is there aay bope f 
These, and sunibu- qaestions, will prepare 
joo to receiTe '* the glad tidings of salva- 
tioDy" and cause yoa to rejoice in CfaiiBt 
Jesos the Saviour. 

It is to this compassionate friend of sib- 
ners that I would now affectionately bespeek 
your attention. Scriptural views of his per- 
son and office, reliance upon his merits, asd 
a conformity to his will, are of the last im- 
portance, the very turning point of salvation. 
You have seen, in the case of my dear 
daughter, that nothing could calm her agita- 
ted mind, but considerations drawn from the 
crotift of Christ. This was her sheet-anchor ; 
and when she was enabled - to avail herself 
of this, her fears subsided, the bitterness of 
deatli pasHed away, and she contemplated 
the awful prospect which opened before-her, 
with composure. You will also doubtless 
have observed that Jesus Christ is the 'sum 
and substance of the holy scriptures. He 
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"(■rail the subject of the first promise^ aad the 
only stay and comfort of our desponding 
parents, when driven out of paradise. The 
patriarchs foresaw his day, and were glad ; 
)lhd considered him as '' the seed in whom all 
nations should be blessed." He was typified 
by sacrifices, foretold by prophets, and sung 
by poets. He is the grand subject which 
the sacred historians had ever uppermost in 
^eir minds, when narrating the events which 
•had taken place since the creation of the 
w^rld,down to his birth. There were, at 
different periods, great kingdoms, mighty 
conquerors, and important revolutions ; but 
they were of no other importance, in the 
estimate of writers under the influence of 
divine inspiration, than as they had a. refer- 
ence to the kingdom of Christ : and they are 
taken up, in the course of the narrative, and 
laid aside, just as they happened to bear on 
the one great object of divine revelation. 

In the New Testatnent every thing bears 
testimony to the fact of " the decree having * 
gone forth that at the name of JeSus every knee 
shall bow, and every tongue confess that he is 



Loni, to dK gkffj of God ike FuUx.* His 

kub L«iL^£ aaiMie, v^&s auoxMOKCsd br 

fctt mi^^KHD was esubliBhed bj prooii of kw 

omiip^/UrDee ia suspcauiiBg aad ffaagiag Ike 

Livife of nature, lie gave ejes to ike blndy 

{eet Uj the lame, ears to the dea;^ aad kfe to 

the deauL He stOled the rapng of ike 

aod triumphed over the powers of 

Creation s}7Dpathized in his snffenn^ 

death, for the sun was darkened, and tka 

earth shook, and the dead were raised. Hia 

ascension to the right hand of the Mapestj 

on high was witnessed by men and angels ; 

and now he has taken possession of the 

tlirone of bis glory, he presides over the 

affair n \Htih of earth and heaven ; and sitting 

as *' the Lamb in the midst of the throne,'' 

\iii receives the homage of the vast multitude, 

who ** have washed their robes, and made 

them while in his blood." In the acts and 

leitcrN of the apostles, every thing is caleiH 

laUiiJ to rulHO our admiration of his character, 

Btid to shew us the unspeakable importance 

of embracing his gospel. In his person, he 
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is said to he precious; in his grace^ his 
riches are unsearchahle. To the Christian, 
he is ** All and in all ; " he is ** made of 
God to him, wisdom, righteousness, sancti- 
fication and redemption." In haying Christ, 
he possesses the riches of hoth worlds, for 
** all things, says the apostle, are yours; 
for ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's,*' 
He is their guide and comforter ; their sun 
and shield ; their friend and advocate. He 
supports them under their earthly conflicts ; 
gives them the victory over death; and. 
** administers unto them abundantly an en- 
trance into his everlasting kingdom." He 
vrill finally *' judge the world in righteousness," 
and fix the eternal destinies of the assembled 
millions, who have appeared on the earth 
from the creation of Adam to the last of hi^ 
descendants. In short, he is " the Alpha and 
Omega :" he has ** the keys of death and of 
hell : " he carries, on " his vestwre, and his 
thigh his name written. King of kings, and 
Lord of lords;" land the whole woiidmust 
«itl(er touch his sceptre and live, or be 
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broken to pieces bj the rod of his Ten- 
geance. 

Now, my Toong friend , why hare I here 
giren this outline of the character and gloiy of 
die blessed Redeemer? Widi a yiew to shew 
you that he is no secondary object: and 
cannot be serred with a subordinate ho- 
mage. He has the first place in hearen and 
earth ; and he must have the predominance 
in your heart and affections. He is die 
fountain of life, and you must derive yoor 
spiritual existence from him. He has por- 
chased pardon of sin, by his death upon the 
cross, and you can obtain reconciliation only ' 
through his blood. He dispenses grace and 
salvation to the humble and penitent ; and 
you can neither be holy nor happy, but by an 
union with him. If you make a mistake 
here, the error will be fjital ; "for there is 
none other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved." Bear in 

* ■ 

mind then, that coming to Christ, is the first 
step to Christianity ; abiding in him^ is its 
highest perfection ; and dwelling in his pre- 
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sence for ever is the consununa^on of all 
our hopes, anci the fruition of all possible 
blessedness. Is this exhibition of the Sa- 
yionr consistent with scriptural documents? 
You must acknowledge it is. Does it cor- 
respond with what you see in the majority of 
those who profess his religion ? or what you 
hear respecting him, iiv their casual conveir 
sation. on the subject ? If not ; what is the 
practical lesson ? Obviously, that you must 
'* come out from amongst them." However 
painful singularity may be, you must submit 
to the cross, unless you are determined to 
relinquish the crown. You know who has 
said, '' wide is the gate, and broad is tjljie 
way that leadeth to destruction, and many 
there be which go in thereat ; while strait b 
the gate and narrow is the way which leadeth 
unto life, and few there be that find it." 

Besides, are you not struck with th0 
extreme danger of making light of that, 
which God has stamped with tlie seal of 
heaven, as being the only thing in the world 
of real importance? Reflect for one mo- 
ment on these facts. Th^ Author of thj| 
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gospel is no less a person^e than the Son of 
God. He was '' the brightness of his Fa- 
ther's glory, and the express image of his 
person." ''He created all things that are in 
heaven and that are on earth, visible and in- 
visible ; whether they be thrones or domi- 
nions, or principalities, or powers : all things 
were created by him %nd for him." Tliis di- 
vine personage " laid aside the glory which 
he had with the Father ; made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the form of a 
servant, and suffered death upon the cross.'* 
He broke the power of death and the grave, 
and ascended in triumph into heaven ; and 
there he holds the reins of government, as the 
head and representative of his church. He 
has sent the Holy Spirit, the third person 
in the divine Trinity, to enlighten, sanctify, 
and bless the world. He has established in 
heaven itself an order of things, directly sub- 
servient to the same grand object of saving 
the ruined race of man. Angels are appoint- 
ed as ministering spirits to the heirs of salva- 
tion, and rejoice when a sinner repenteth : 
they ttesire to look into these mysteries of 
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redemptien^ and vie^ them as displaying f&e 
^wisdom and grace of the Father in a light in 
which they had never before seen them ; and 
to an extent which bafHes their vast concep- 
tions : and the whole system of the universe 
is regulated in reference to the grand scheme 
of glorifying God by this method of saving 
man: — and now let me ask you, whether 
there is no danger in '' neglecting this great 
salvation;'^ in throwing back all these fa- 
vours ; and in pouring contempt on this dis- 
play of divine wisdom and power and good- 
ness ? And when you admit this danger ; 
next consider the greatness of it. What, let 
me ask you, is comprehended in the loss of 
heaven, and the torments of hell ? Endea- 
vour to measure the distance between these 
different abodes, and to learn whslt^ is. going 
on in that prison house, and in those eternal 
mansions. But here imagination fails ; for 
who can conceive what is transacting within 
those dark regions, on the entrance of which 
is written No hope ! or what mind can grasp 
all that is comprehended in '' AN exceeding 
AND AN ETERNAL WEIGHT OF GLORY?'' 
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U iftvolycid Ml jov mofkrm^ or reiectiiif : 
^<M)p^ P«iu«Jbereior«BiQiiieB(t. 
y<Hi concet tp hiLe»rd the k>fisof keftren, 
imcm ^m df«»dfiJ pewJtr cf sk, — I beseedh 
J041 fall iipoB TO«r kaeefi, vsd beg of God i» 
enabk to« to Make « dectakMi, cf niucik vwi 
frill jD«t hsre Inudefidj to repest tkro«|^ 
eT«fla<lMif a^es ! 

Yes — \tm Miifit coMe to c ginrifiMi 
*"* Yo« caBaol scsre God aad muoKML* ll 
is ijBiporabk to valk ib die way of life aid 
of deadb at dbe sane time. Wkidi tliai of 
tfa^ese patJiu ks it your uHteafion to panae? 
Yo« MIT, sad fay liglitly, dbe qaestioB ad* 
miti b«t of one answer; for ^ wlio can dwcl 
with eTeria«Uiig; baniiii^, where the wonp 
dieth not, and the fire is not qnoM^iedl^ 
But I ask you again, irAen is it your iates- 
tioB to commence the course whidi wisdom 
and conscience point out as the only snfii 
one ?— I know what b passing in your mind: 
you say ** Tcry soon ; but not yet : a move 
canreoient season is at hand, and then.'* — r 




^p^Bt? WW xm win lure loit 

vfefoBBedr wmaed, k i« proibibk- 4ff ]ro« BOW 
^, liar a bor: sintafak- opporumity, ssd viio 



tioa, ■ETcr to be awikf cd, kis to be feared, 
tiU Iker «€ pncipititod lito Ike g«ipb below ! 
O, aiT yoviff fricwl, I beseeck vov kesiUte 
■oC a MoneaL Hearea aad keil baas oa tke 
bmA yoB are aow dimwiag ! Pat off tke 
afiairtiD to-momm, aad tke sool bwt be irrfr- 
trierably lost ! TTiink oa tke aatunely som- 
moDs of lay dear daughter. Had she, like 
yoa, postponed die great affiaiir, where had she 
been mmc ? " To-day then, if you will hear his 
voice, harden not your heart. Now is the 
accepted time ; now is the day of salTation.^ 
But why should you wish to postpones the 
affair ? What is there so forbidding in the 
aspect of true piety? Are you afraid of 
having your sins forgiven ? Do you dread 
being reconciled to God ? Will it give you^ 
pain to have a mind at ease! Will it 
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destroy your freedom to be rescued from th« 
powers of darkness, and brought into Om 
liberty of the children of God? Are the bur- 
dens of life so light, that you are unwilline; 
to cast them on the Saviour ? Is the journey 
through this wilderness so safe and pleasant, 
that you need neither a guide nor protector 7 
Is the passage through the valley of the sha- 
dow of death so cheerful, that you can dis- 
pense with the presence and assistance of 
him, who has the power over death, and the 
keys of everlasting life ? You think then, it 
should seem, that well-regulated passions; 
the purest and most refined emotions of the 
soul,— the pursuit of the most noble and glp- 
rious objects,— the enjoyment of the n^ost 
rational pleasures, — the hope of the most 
transcendent felicity,— the friendship, of the 
best of beings,— the society of the most ex- 
alted intelligencies, —the inheritance of im- 
perishable riches, — the wearing of an unfad- 
ing crown, - the possession of eternal man- 
sions, — and an everlasting duration of con- 
summate happiness, are evils which it is wise 
to put off till the latest possible point of 



safety : and t^t it is a blessing pie-emineolLy 
to be desired to wes^r the yoke of sin ; to 
perfonp the drudgery of Satan;— to be a 
slave to passion ; — to cherish a tormenting 
conscience ;— to defeat the purposes of crea- 
tion; — to trample on the blessings of saly*- 
tion ; — to spurn the favours of God ; —to be 
a blank or a blot in the universe, to the very 
extremity of divine forbearance ! May God, 
in his compassion, shew you your infatuar 
t^on! Call the thought of procrastination, 
even for a single moment, come from any 
other source than the prince of darkness? — 
O, my young friend— I beseech you, open 
your eyes to your real state and condition ! 
Suffer the enemy no longer to darken your 
understanding, and to deceive you with sha- 
dows. Be persuaded that an immediate de- 
cision to devote yourself, body and soul and 
spirit, to the sery^ice of God, in the gospel of 
his Son, is as essential to your present plea- 
sure, as to your future welfare ;— that ** god- 
liness is profitable for all things, having the 
promise of the life that now is, as well as of 
that which is to jpopqie." Wisdom and religbn 



weoneaodlhesaiBetliiag: mnd** ibewajm 
of wisdom are ways of pleasantness, and all 
lier fNiths are peace." O then, come widioni 
a moment's farther delay to liim, wlio waita 
to be gracioosy and who will be a nerer fail- 
lag source of die rkshest enjoyments. Let 
him be the centre to which yoor best affec- 
tions may continually tend; and moring 
around him, like die planetary orbs about the 
grand luminary which diffuses his light and 
heat on eTery portion of matter that feels his 
influences and pays him homage, he will 
guide you safely in your course, and beautify 
and fructify you by his rays and genial 
warmth. 

I most affectionately therefore intreat 
you, in conclusion, to seek, from the present 
moment, the blessings of salvation. Detach 
yourself from a vain world, and friToIous pur* 
suits. Seek divine assistance, by continual 
and earnest prayer. Read the word of God, 
daily, and with great attention ; and treasure 
its contents in your memory. Make the ex- 
cellent of the earth your companions ; and 
consult the wise and pious in all yoqr apiri-' 
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(ual difficulties. Set out> and do it imme- 
diately, in the way to the kingdom of God. 
Never look back; but ** press onward towards 
the mark, for the prize of your high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus :" and soon shall you 
•* receive a crown of glory, that fadeth not 
away." And should you, like my dearest 
child, be cut off in the midst of your days, 
in the bloom of beauty, and in the vigour of 
life, like her, you will be received into Abra- 
ham's bosom and everlasting habitations ; 
and your parents and friends, like those of 
my beloved daughter, will mourn indeed 
over your grave, with a sorrow that is lavish 
of its tears, and with yearnings of heart that 
are unutterable; but not with a sorrow that is 
destitute of hope ; nor will they sink with dis- 
may under the dreadful foreboding, that the 
separation will be eternal. 




THE END. 
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